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Summit opens in 
Washington amid 
doubts of its success 
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Les territoires palestimens 
ensanglantes page 16 


By Michael Dobbs and 
John F. Harris 

LA Tunes- Washington Post 
Newsservice 

WASHINGTON—After brush¬ 
ing aside last-minute Arab 
appeals for a delay. President 
Clinton Tuesday convened an 
emergency summit meeting of 
Arab and Israeli leaders 
designed to break a new cycle 
of violence that threatens to 
wreck five years of tortuous 
Middle East peace 
negotiations. 

The two-day meeting 
brought together King Hussein, 
Israeli Prime Minister Benja¬ 
min Netanyahu and Palestinian 
Authority Chairman Yasser 
Arafat, but there is no guaran¬ 
tee of a successful outcome. 
Egyptian President Hosni 
Mubarak bowed out Monday, 
and sent Us foreign minister to 
represent him. because of what 
Egyptian officials termed “a 
lack of adequate preparations." 

Risks are high and expecta¬ 
tions low for the talks, which 
Clinton proposed over the 
weekend after dashes in Jeru¬ 
salem, Gaza and die West 
Bank left mote than 70 Pales¬ 
tinians and Israelis dead and 
more than l .000 wounded in a 
burst of violence that put the 
Israel-Palestirrian peace accord 
in jeopardy. “It is rare in this 
process that we engage at this 
level—at the highest level— 
without a preordained out¬ 
come," said presidential 
spokesman Mike McCrary said 
at the White House. 

Netanyahu left Israel amid 
urgings from Likud Party com¬ 
patriots not to make conces¬ 
sions. Speaking with reporters 
en route to Washington, Netan¬ 
yahu offered to hold “continu¬ 
ous negotiations” with the Pal¬ 
estinians on terms for 
withdrawing Israeli troops 
from the West Bank town of 
Hebron, a pullout originally 
scheduled to take place last 
March. But Israeli offidais 
continued to flatly reject Arab 
demands that Israel close a 
pedestrian tunnel near Muslim 
and Jewish holy sites in East 
Jerusalem whose opening last 
week sparked Palestinian street 
riots and an armed confronta¬ 
tion between Palestinian police 
and Israeli soldiers. 

With Arab and Israeli lead¬ 
ers digging themselves into 
mutually exclusive diplomatic 
positions, Clinton administra¬ 
tion spokesmen attempted to 
lower expectations for the 
meeting here. They said they 
would consider the summit a 
success if it halted the drift 
toward further violence and 
renewed the political dialogue 
between the Israelis and the 
Palestinians. 

“It’s clear to me that the 
Middle East peace process is in 
a state of crisis." said Secretary 
of State Warren Christopher, 


who has spent more time on the 
search for an Arab-Israeli peace 
settlement than any other single 
foreign policy issue. “You have 
to keep going forward." 

State Department spokesman 
Nicholas Bums said that US 
goals at the summit could be 
reduced to five words: “Meet, 
stop fighting, begin talking.” 

King Hussein arrived here 
Monday, and went directly to 
the White House to see Clinton. 
Netanyahu arrived later in the 
evening, while Arafat was due 
to fly in Tuesday morning after 
meeting with European foreign 
ministers in Luxemburg. 

Arafat had earlier joined 
Mubarak in calling for a post¬ 
ponement of the talks until the 
weekend in order to bring inter¬ 
national pressure to bear on 
Israel to close the tunnel 
beneath the edge of the sacred 
hill in Jerusalem known to 
Jews as the Temple Mount and 
to Arabs as Haram Sharif. 

In contrast to most summit 
meetings, which are often elab¬ 
orately choreographed, the 
Washington summit appears to 
be largely unscripted. US nego¬ 
tiators have some general ideas 
about the kind of compromise 
they would like to promote, 
including a redeployment of 
Israeli troops around Hebron 
and a return to the status quo in 
Jerusalem, but no firm commit- 
meats from either Netanyahu or 


Arafat 

With the US presidential 
election only five weeks away, 
Clinton is tinder political pres¬ 
sure not to take any action that 
risks alienating pro-Israeli vot¬ 
ers. Foreign policy advRers to 
Republican presidential candi¬ 
date Bob Dole served notice 
Monday that they will vigor¬ 
ously oppose any attempt by 
Clinton to extract concessions 
from Israel 

“There should be no pressure 
on Israel to close the tunnel or 
take any other action as a con¬ 
cession to end the violence," 
said Richard Perle, former 
assistant secretary of defense 
under President Reagan, at a 
meeting with reporters at Dole 
campaign headquarters. 

Aware of the domestic politi¬ 
cal risk in holding a summit 
with such murky prospects for 
success, Clinton's aides sought 
to turn the predicament to his 
advantage, arguing that Clinton 
deserved credit for bravery in 
calling the meeting. 

“The president’s interest is to 
do whatever be can to try to put 
the peace process back on 
track," said White House chief 
of staff Leon E. Panetta. “Does 
it involve political risk? You 
bet it involves political risks. 
But he believes that political 
risks ought to be taken in this 

Continued on page2 
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Tm afraid there’s light at the end of the tstmeir 


Netanyahu walks a 
fraying political line 





• Palestinians throw stones at Israeli soldiers who 
stormed the Haram A1 Sharif on Friday. Death toll from 
four days of violent clashes climbed to 70 and 1500 were 
injured. Story on public reaction in Jordan on page 3. 


By Barton GeQman 

LA Tunes- Washington Post 
News Service 

JERUSALEM—The street 
combat between Israelis and 
Palestinians over the past few 
days, in some ways the worst in 
the nearly 29 years since Israel 
conquered the West Bank and 
Gaza Strip, left an equally 
grave political crisis unre¬ 
solved And the man who had 
the most to decide, Israeli 
Prime Minister Benjamin 
Netanyahu,' appeared pro¬ 
foundly unsure this week of 
what to do' 

Far more swiftly than anyone 
predicted, just as he passed the 
hundred-day mark in power, 
Netanyahu has been confronted 
with the basic choice he strad¬ 
dled in his successful bid for 
office: to nurture Israel's part¬ 
nership with the Palestinians, 
or watch it die. 

Netanyahu won the premier¬ 
ship in May by promising to 
“make a secure peace" without 
the compromises to Palestinian 
nationhood that his Labor Party 
predecessors reluctantly 
planned He was prepared to 
shake Palestinian leader Yasser 
Arafat’s hand, but not to inhibit 
his own drive for Jewish con¬ 
trol of Arab-populated East 
Jerusalem and the four-fifths of 
the West Bank not yet subject 
to Palestinian self-rule. He 
allowed his top ministers to 
meet Arafat but ignored treaty 
deadlines obliging Israel to 
make concrete transfers of land ! 
and power. 

This week's bloodshed— 
which ebbed Saturday, with 
only scattered incidents and no 
reported deaths—seems to 
demand a choice between the 
two rival story lines about 
Israelis and Palestinians that 
have divided Israeli politics 
since the 1967 Middle East 
war. 

One—the one Netanyahu 
grew up with—holds that there 


is no genuine peace partner 
among the Palestinians, no safe 
boundary for Israel short of the 
Jordan River and no answer to 
Arab uprising but an iron fist. 
The other is based on the 
exchange of land for peace and 
the possibility of separating 
two unhappily intertwined peo¬ 
ples into neighboring stales. 

Each story line offers an 
explanation for the violence 
that left 70 people dead in 
street fighting from southern 
Gaza to the northern West 
Bank, and each has a prescrip¬ 
tion for ending iL The choice 


has paralyzed Netanyahu, who 
appears unprepared to discard 
his old core beliefs but unwill¬ 
ing to embrace the course of 
action they suggest 
According to government 
sources, former generals Ariel 
Sharon and Rafael Eitan 
demanded in a cabinet meeting 
that lasted until 2 am Friday 
that Netanyahu dispatch tanks 
and Israel’s foil armed might to 
crush the uniformed Palestin¬ 
ian security fprees who ywd 
thwr.assau it riflesro Eac S rock- 
demonstratorsT* Now 

Continued on page2 


Arafat’s gains 
from clashes may 
be short-lived 

By John Lancaster 

LA Times-Washington Post News Service 
GAZA CITY—At least for the moment. Palestinian leader Yasser 
Arafat appears to have profited from last week's bloody clashes 
between Palestinians and Israeli troops. Israel is on the diplomatic 
defensive. President Clinton is offering his services as peacemaker, 
and Arafat is enjoying a surge of popularity with his own people 
after members of his security forces opened fire in support of Pal¬ 
estinian protestors last week in the Gaza Strip and the West Bank. 

But the gains could be short-lived. 

Frustrated by tbc long stalemate in negotiations with Israel over 
the final shape of Palestinian self-rale, Palestinians will be watch¬ 
ing with high hopes since Arafat accepted Clinton’s invitation to 
the White House for a meeting with Israeli Prime Minister Benja¬ 
min Netanyahu; Egyptian President Hosni Mubarak, who is still to 
announce his acceptance, and King Hussein. 

At a minimum, they nail be looking for Israeli concessions on 
specific issues, such as commitments to withdraw Israeli troops 
from the West Bank city of Hebron or close an archaeological tun¬ 
nel, near Jerusalem’s al-Aqsa Mosque, whose opening last week 
sent Palestinian rioters into the streets. - 

Anything less mil cause Arafat to lose credibility with the Pales¬ 
tinians, who nury be tempted to take their confrontation with Israel 
to a new and even more dangerous level. In the worst-case sce¬ 
nario, that could lead to Israeli military intervention inside Palestin¬ 
ian-controlled areas, triggering an all-out war and effectively scut¬ 
tling the 1993 Oslo accord spelling out conditions for limited 
Palestinian self-rale. 

"People will be disappointed, and they will look for a chance to 
rebel against the Israeli troops,” said Hussain Khader, a former Pal¬ 
estinian guerrilla who serves in the Palestinians' elected legislature. 
It will be a new uprising and a new type, an uprising not only with 
stones or Molotov (cocktails), but an uprising with guns. Even if 
we have limited quantities of guns and bullets, these could kill 
thousands of the Israeli people." 

There are alternative scenarios, including one in which Arafat 
siq^y-Wit|idttwa 111* secqrity forces and allows crowds of Pales¬ 
tinians to amfooBX Israeli soldiers on their own. But virtually all ot' 
them spell disaster for Arafat, who after decades as a guerrilla 

Continued on page2 


ARAB BANK HAS STARTED OPERATIONS IN 


Kuwait emerges as an Arab 
democracy—with a small ‘d’ 


By John Daniszewsld 

LA Times-Washington Post 
Newsservice 

KUWAIT CITY, Kuwait—On 
the illuminated boulevard that 
has been nicknamed "Democ¬ 
racy Street” in this oil emirate, 

Mohammed Rushed Hafaity is 
packing in the crowds at tent 
meetings every Tuesday and 
Saturday night 
More than 1,000 men in 
white robes wait eagerly in the 
open air for 
more than an 
hour to hear ' * 

B-m. WorM 

KT 1 JS Report 

Ross Perot. 1 

They hoot and 
guffaw as he 

lampoons puffed-up govern¬ 
ment officials, corrupt bureau¬ 
crats and the voters themselves 
in the final weeks before 
Kuwait’s parliamentary elec¬ 


tions, its second since it was lib¬ 
erated from Iraqi occupation in 
1991. 

“Please, give me your vote," 
he says. “I’m sorry, tat I don’t 
have enough money to buy it.” 

Hafaity is one of 248 candi¬ 
dates competing for 50 Parlia¬ 
ment seals next Monday in a 
contest as vibrant and refreshing 
as it is rare for the region. 

Kuwait has emerged as the 
Gulfs only democracy, and one 
of the few states in 

# the Arab world 
that can make that 
claim. But like the 
other Arab democ¬ 
racies in the 
_ „ j. region—Egypt. 

[J J L Lebanon and Jor¬ 

dan—it is still 
democracy with an 
asterisk. 

In the case of Kuwait, women 
cannot vote. Neither Can a sig¬ 
nificant proportion of men 
because of restrictive citizenship 
laws and a tan on voting by 


members of the army, police 
and parts of the civil service. 
Although criticizing the govern¬ 
ment and individuals in the 
royal family is OK—practically 
de rigueur, in fact —attacks 
directed at the emir. Sheik Jab- 
bar al Ahmed al Sabah, are out 
of bounds. 

Within those strictures, elec¬ 
tion fever has taken hold in this 
country of 1.7 million. Dozens 
or tent meetings for different 
hopefuls take place every night. 
Voters wander from one tent to 
another, getting face time with 
the candidates and grazing as 
they go. 

Wealthy candidates host lav¬ 
ish free banquets; tables groan 
with roasted goals, salads and 
pastries, and fruit wagons over¬ 
flow with apples, pears, dares 
and figs. Other hopefuls offer 
no more than a cup of sweet tea 
or icy water, served up with 
free-ranging opinions. 

At these meetings, criticism 
that might earn a resident, of a 


neighboring state a visit from 
the police or a stay in jail hardly 
raises an eyebrow. Ministers are 
accused of embezzling, taking 
round-the-world junkets and 
neglecting official duties unless 
there are bribes involved. 

In this society, “not speaking 
your mind would be an unnatu¬ 
ral act.” one Western diplomat 
said. 

Many Kuwaitis express the 
view that their country is the 
testing ground for the Arab 
work). 

“This small country could be 
a laboratory on how an 'Arabic, 
Islamic society could work in a 
framework of democracy," said 
Saif Abdullah, a professor of 
political science at Kuwait 
University. 

Analysts say much of the cur¬ 
rent enthusiasm can be traced to 

Kuwait’s recent history—its 
invasion by Iraq in 1990 arid 
seven-monfo occupation until it 

Continued on page 2 
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Life on the streets 


Children fight for survival 


By Raed Al Abed 

Si'jr Suit}' Wrncr 


FOR MANY Ammonites. ihe downtown 
area is a museum that is full of memories 
with its old markets, street corners and cof¬ 
fee shops. Its atmosphere brings them 
years back. Many still remember their 
younger days w hen they used to sell any¬ 
thing that would bring them money. 

A*t that time, children's work was con¬ 
sidered as socially unacceptable that was 
shunned by their families. However, 
although kids were not in need generally, 
they viewed selling as a manly behavior. 
Having fun was the main goal. Kids saved 
money, went to the coffee shop, had a nar¬ 
ghile and watched an Egyptian or an 
Indian movie. But this is the glamourous 
side. There were those who were forced to 
work to help support their families. 

But life has dramatically changed in Jor¬ 
dan since the late 1980s. There was no fun 
anymore. In downtown every face has a 
story to tell. The sheer will to survive was 
a common factor that underlined the trag¬ 
edy of their existence. Young kids and 
elder people sell everything from chewing 
gum to matches and cigarettes. 

Thev have their own rules, their own 












world, and even their own characters, poor 
and smart, they are the brave hearts of 
today. They dream like everybody, but 
even their dreams depend on the weather, 
as the sky is their cover and earth is their 
mattress. Their food, they survive on bread 
and sometimes a bit of a Kababl 
In most cases working kids are victims 
of their own families and of their parents' 
troubles and divorce. 

"If I had no bottle of spirits For my 
father when l return home. I would have to 
look for another place to sleep, usually on 
the streets." Maher, 14. a cigarette seller 
told The Star. Maher and his three younger 
brothers are living with their father, a 
tough unemployed alcholic who is com¬ 
pletely dependant on them. “He turns our 
home into hell, if we do not bring him his 
daily supply of food and drink." Maher 
said. 

“For the past three days I could not 
return home, because I spent my money on 
a Kabak lunch and went to a movie. I 
know what wifi happen. I got used to.being 
hit and kicked, but still I do not care." 

The exhausted baby-like face of Maher 
shows serious bruises over his cheeks. 
'These bruises were because of a quarrel 
with other kids over a street comer" He 
said. 

j Maher's mother died of cancer four 
I years ago. “my father was broken 
’ hearted. When my mother di£d he went 
| crazy, he loved her very much." 

With a bitter voice. Maher cursed his 
relatives as they refused to help his fam¬ 
ily, “I have rich uncles, they cheated my 
father and took all the inheritance of my 
grandfather. They are very greedy." he 

added “once. I went to their houses.I 

begged them to help us. to save my 
brothers and father,” all "kicked me out." 
With a sad smile but a pointed gaze he 
continued, “you know they have huge 
houses and beautiful gardens. 1 saw 
many cars there." 

My cousins. Maher added “were sad 
about my situation, when I started 
[ screaming... I prevented myself from 
crying." 

One wife of an uncle "offered me five 
dinars, she was nice. But I couldn't Lake 
it, despite the fact that it takes me two 
days of selling to raise such an amount." 

The tragic situation of Maher forced 


him to quit school, "last year I failed to 
pass, despite being a good student.” he 
said. 

Maher wanted to be a pilot, because he 
learned that a pilot could get free tickets 
for his family, "my mother dreamt of 
going around the world. But she died and 
left us to this dirty life." 

If you are not smart enough and have a 
brave heart you wouldn’t be able to sur¬ 
vive on the streets, as many see it as a 
jungle. 

Another kid leaning on a wall of 3 
money exchange office and staring at 
pedestrians and trying to show a manly 
look, screamed and cursed at other kids 
that were only meters away from him. 

He didn't want to "waste" his lime with 
the press, as he has a “business to run” 
After a little persuasion, he started show¬ 
ing off his superiority in front of other 
kids. “I am the boss of four kids. I protect 
them for some money, keep them around 
me and I gave them goods to sell also." 
said Yahya. a 16 year-old. He has been 
moving from one street to another for the 
past four years. 

"I am selling everything.” What is 
everything? “Gum. cigarettes, second hand 
clothes, sweets and other foodstuffs. And 
other things." Do you sell illegal drugs or 
tablets? 

He escaped the question and start yell¬ 
ing to potential customers. Then he turned 
his face and asked with a low voice: “Do 
you want some?" 

“Do you use it?" “No 1 do not. I sell it 
only when my income that day was poor," 
Yahya said. He gets his stuff from 'hood¬ 
lums’ in downtown, but wouldn't say from 
where and from whom. He sells what is 
commonly called as “hallucination tab¬ 
lets"—a brand used by drug addicts. “I 
have regular customers, most of them are 
my friends," he said. Yahya served twice 
in the Usama Ben Zaid Rehabilitation Cen¬ 
ter in Zarqa for burglary. “In the center, I 
learned many experiences. I could adopt 
them, but 1 would hate to go to the center 
again.” 

He did not consider that the hallucina¬ 
tion tablets that he sells as a crime. With a 
cool logic Yahya says “1 need money, and 
I do not force people to buy them. It is not 
my problem if they are crazy.” 

He left school at the age of 10. when his 


father passed away. 

He has two sisters, 
one of them is mar¬ 
ried. and three 
younger brothers. 

His mother is work- ]{ £] 
ing in a textile fac- j* 2 
tory, she is getting f 
JD 40 a month. I. * t 
Yahya makes about !|ij 
JD 70 a month. He j|I[ 
is talking like older 14*-S 
people, “sometimes, i 
during the Eid festi¬ 
vals. I make more 
than JD 150. I give 
it al! to my mother, 
to pay the house 
rent. JD 60 a month, 
and for other i 
expenses.” he I 
added. 

Yahya admitted j 
that some of the 
older men try to 
exploit his situation !£ 
and to force him 1 
into “dirty behav- ! 
ior.” but he strongly l 
resists all offers. 1 
“You have to be 
strong to live on the 
streets. I use to cany 
a knife at my waist. 

I used it several 
limes. I never \ 
stabbed anybody, 1 
but it is to scare 
people." 

In front of a chain of restaurants, oppo¬ 
site the Downtown Square, a little kid in 
smart clothes, sits in front of a weighing 
scale. “From one piaster you can weigh 
yourself," he calls to passersby. 

“What does one piaster do in these 
days?” For the boy, it is a tactic. “Usually, 
people feel shy to pay one piaster, so they 
become generous with me. some pay 20 
piasters. I save about JD 2 a day. some 
days I get only coins." Issa said. The 12- 
year old boy. is the fifth amongst five boys 
and girls. His two elder brothers. 14 and 15 
year-olds, are also working in other ‘street- 
businesses'. 

His mother was divorced, and the chil¬ 
dren were left with the father who is a state 



employee, and has a monthly salary of JD 
170. ”My father sent us to the streets, he 
told us that he can not handle our 
expenses," Issa said. “My brothers and I 
save about JD 7 a day. we give it to our 
father. He is mean and does not give us 
any fils." 

Issa is the only son in school, and does 
his ‘business' after school. “The school is 
helping me. they give me all the needs, 
because I am good at my lessons." 

But where is the social institutions, one 
might ask? The boys in downtown Amman 
have never heard about the Ministry of 
Social Development. The boys only worry 
about the raids carried out by the officials 
of the Greater Amman Municipality who 
come unexpectedly and throw their goods 
out into the street. ■ 


Netanyahu walks a fraying 


Kuwait emerges 


Continued from page 1 


Continued from page I 


that the lighting is over, they 
and other Likud party hard¬ 
liners such as Uzi Landau and 
Binyamin Begin are insisting 
that the Palestinian violence- 
should have no reward—even 
if that means the collapse of the 
three-year effort to reach a 
negotiated peace. 

“Look, there is a basic prob¬ 
lem here." Netanyahu s direc¬ 
tor of policy planning and com¬ 
munication. David Bar Ilian, 
said in an interview. "Aside 
from the fact that the Palestine 
Authority is a dictatorial, cor¬ 
rupt society which is not likely 
to make real peace with a 
democracy, and that they still 
talk of liberating all of Pales¬ 
tine—despite all that, the mini¬ 
mum the Palestinians say they 
want, which is probably less 
than they ultimately want, is far 
more than the Israelis are able 
safely to give away." 

Health Minister Tzahi 
Hanegbi. among the few Netan¬ 
yahu allies in a cabinet full of 
rivals, said the bitterness of this 
week's events comes from "the 
casualties, but no less because 
of the forecasts we made when 
we were in the opposition. 
These forecasts are coming true 
before our very eyes. We cried 
out from the »parliament), in 
the squares and in the streets. 


‘Don’t give them guns!'" 

And vet the implications of 
arguments like Bar Ulan's and 
Hanegbi's prove too much for 
Netanyahu to swallow, at least 
so far. They imply—or state 
outright—that.peace talks with 
Arafat are a bust and it is time 
to let a bad idea die. Netanyahu 
cannot do that without destroy¬ 
ing vital relationships with the 
outside world and the swing 
voters who put him in power. 

“The thing with this guy.” 
said political scientist Yaron 
Ezrahi. "is that he has ... two 
iinclinations) which are not 
compatible. On the one hand 
he is genuinely not committed 
to the peace process, but on the 
other hand he is committed to 
be a political success. If you 
see that when you are derailing 
the peace process you are the 
object of contempt and pres¬ 
sure. how do you deal with 
that?" 

A gifted practitioner of what 
Isruefis call hasbara. a term that 
translates more or less as pub¬ 
lic relations. Netanyahu’s first 
instinct has been to compensate 
for inaction with a gushing 
flow of fluent argument—■ 
rebutting the “wild and false 
incitement on the part of the 
Palestinian Authority,” insist¬ 
ing that “peace is our deepest 
aspiration" and maintaining 
that there has been far'more 


progress in the talks to date 
than Arafat has been willing to 
admit. 

Netanyahu is losing that 
argument with every audience 
he really cares about: the Clin¬ 
ton administration, the Euro¬ 
pean powers he was wooing 
until forced to cut short his tour 
this week, his key Arab allies 
in Egypt and Jordan, and most 
of all the domestic voters who 
believed his promise to make 
peace “carefully, responsibly." 

The outbreak of violence 
capped Netanyahu's first 100 
days in office. Palestinians, 
their leaders, even Israel's top 
intelligence officers, attribute 
the trouble to Netanyahu's poli¬ 
cies. saying his approach has 
hampered the peace process. 

Netanyahu has shown no 
signs of backing off. giving 
more worry about the prospects 
for peace. Even as 20,000 peo¬ 
ple marched for peace at a Tel 
Aviv rally Saturday, a defiant 
Netanyahu vowed before an 
audience of Christian support¬ 
ers never to close the disputed 
archaelogicai tunnel that lies 
near the Dome of the Rock. 
Islam’s third-holiest shrine. 


“The process of decision¬ 
making for the opening of the 
Hasmonean tunnel was short, 
incomplete and in the opinion 
of many, faulty," wrote Ze’ev- 
ShifT, the military correspond 
dent for HTarelz. *Thc 
astounding thing is that when 
the decision was made, it was 
well known in the prime minis¬ 
ter's office that there was a 
possibility that it would result 
in violence and injuries." 

The Jerusalem Post, the 
country's conservative Eng¬ 
lish-language daily, supported 
Netanyahu’s stance. But an 
editorial in Sunday’s editions 
of the newspaper questioned 
Netanyahu's ability to work 
under those parameters. 

"The signs after Netan¬ 
yahu's first 100 days in office, 
it must be said, are not encour¬ 
aging. Many of his decisions 
and statements during his first 
three months in office have 
proven flawed." the newspaper 
said. "The premier seems to 
have a tendency to set himself 
deadlines and goals that are 
either unattainable or simply 
self-defeating." ■ 


HitmiAl Asmar freed 


C2. Ojp t- /c-.v 


SEE THE WORLD IN A NEW VISION THROUGH OUR 
OPTICAL SHOP . 

A WIDE RANGE OF GLASSES TO SUITE ALL TASTES 
SPECIALLY MADE FOR YOUR EYES ONLY !!! 



AMMAN • (Star)—After, eleven days of custody, Mr Mr 
Hikm AJ Asmar, die editor in cheif of At Sabeel weekly, 
was freed mi bafl. Al Asmar was arrested shortly after Al 
Sabeel, the mouthpiece of the.Islamic movement in Jor¬ 
dan, reported that a Hamas sympathizer was allegedly 
tortured whilst in detention. 

' In bis Monday meeting with the press. Dr Marwan 
Moasher. Minister of Information said that “Mr Al Asmar 
was released on bafl,” he confirmed that “Al Asmar will 
be formally charged and put into trial.” 

Early last week the. government strongly denied A1 
Sabeet’s report considering as false. It accused the Execu¬ 
tive Council of the Muslim Brotherhood of being behind 
the report published inAi SabeeL ■ 





was liberated by allied forces. 

Before the war. Kuwait had 
become a counuy run by and for 
the pampered, its citizens made 
rich by oil and coddled by hun- 
d^.o^d^sai^qLj mjpipd 
, servants.'But the trauma of the- 
occupation, during ;>hichShe 
“ cq iirit r yV j ft i jp erty WasHooted* 
and resistance was answered 
with summary executions, put a 
certain seriousness into Kuwaiti 
life. 

Kuwaitis still cruise the coun¬ 
try’s six-lane highways in 
Caprices. Grand Cherokees and 
Suburbans, eat at McDonald's 
and Fuddruckers and enjoy all 
the luxuries that a per capita 
national income roughly com¬ 
parable to that of the United 
.States can provide. But now 
they pay more attention to their 
civic duties. 

Every Kuwaiti traveling 
abroad will board a plane to 
return home in lime to vote next 
month, predicted journalist 
Hussein Abdul Rahman. 

The closest Arab neighbors— 
Saudi Arabia. Qatar. Bahrain. 
Oman and the United Arab Emi¬ 
rates—are ruled by family 
dynasties. A few have appointed 
advisory councils, but none has 
an elected Parliament 

Recently, visitors from those 
countries have been coming to 
scope out Kuwait, said a diplo¬ 
mat specializing in political 
affairs. "They enjoy the specta¬ 
cle. so different from their own 
systems." she said. 

In a country where a married 
woman still cannot get a pass¬ 
port without her husband's per¬ 
mission. a dynamic women’s 
suffrage movement is catching 
fire. Thousands of women and 
some men wear blue ribbons— 
they say the color represents 
harmony—to symbolize their 
message that nothing in the 
Koran forbids women from tak¬ 
ing part in their own 
government. 

■j When Lubna Abbas, a TV 
Journalist, and Khaloud Feeli. 
with the Kuwait News Agency, 
urged that women join a work 
stoppage to demonstrate their 
commitment to attaining voting 
rights, they were astounded by 
the phone calls they received. 


“We were Feeli said. 

“Flooded." Abbas said. 

Both women wear Western- 
style clothes and speak Ameri¬ 
can-accented English, but they 
seem to have struck a chord 
even among heavily veiled 
Islamic women here. :• ; 

-v: “We are targeting- people i 
-.fromlhe .most, qopservatiyq, m , 
the most liberal." Feeli said. 
“We want all women ... to (be) 
aware not only of their political 
rights but their social rights too.” 

"Neither has any hope that 
women will be allowed to vote 
this time, but they have set as 
their target the 2005 elections. 

In seeking the vote, women 
must overcome resistance from 
the male Islamists in Parliament, 
who now hold half the seats. 
Abbas expects that number to 
drop after next week's election, 
but other observers are not so 


where in the region, and not as 
anti-American. They receive 
extensive state support and serve 
in the government. 

Kuwait first had a Parliament 
in 1962. but its existence was 
tenuous at besL The emir sus¬ 
pended its meetings for all but 
four years after 1976. 

. After liberation^ it was ques¬ 
tionable whether the emir would ; 
submit..to popular pressure to- 
resteftr tHe le^Sfcrttrte.'Wth US 1 
and allied coaxing, he did. Elec¬ 
tions took place in 1992, and, 
despite some tense periods, the 
government royal family and 
Parliament all seem to be co- 


sure. 

Kuwait’s fundamentalists 
tend to be more moderate than 
religious conservatives else- 


existing. 

Whatever the outcome, the 
legislature has demonstrated that 
Kuwait is an oasis of 
democracy. 

“It has its ups and downs, but 
at least it has proved it is here to 
stay." said Abu Abwad, 41, a 
voter at Hafaity's tent meeting. 

Kuwait's Arab neighbor* 
envy him and his fellow citi¬ 
zens. he added: “They wish they 
could have it too.” ■ 


Mideast summit opens 


Continued from page 1 


situation." 

White House officials said 
that Clinton would play a promi¬ 
nent part in the summit and has 
cleared his calendar to make 
himself available for much of 
Tuesday and Wednesday. King 
Hussein. Netanyahu, and Arafat 
are expected to have one-on-one 
meetings with the president in 
Lhe Oval Office prior to a gen¬ 
eral plenary session later 
Tuesday. 

The other key figures on the 
American side will be Christo¬ 
pher and the top Middle East 
negotiator at the State Depart¬ 
ment. Dennis Ross, who bore 
the brum of the four days of 
"telephone shuttle diplomacy" 
that preceded the convening of 
the summit The participants arc 
expected to shuttle back and 
forth between the White House 
and Blair House, the guest 
house for distinguished foreign 
visitors, meeting in a variety of 
different formats. 

US negotiators said that their 
key goal at the summit will be 


to persuade Netanyahu and Ara¬ 
fat to recommit themselves to 
implementation of the Septem¬ 
ber 1993 Washington agree¬ 
ment. which followed months of 
secret negotiations between 
Israelis and Palestinians in Oslo. 
The agreement, which was 
signed in a Rose Garden cere¬ 
mony between Arafat and for¬ 
mer Israeli prime minister Yit- 
zak Rabin, provided for 
Palestinian self-rule on the West 
Bank and in the Gaza strip. 

Progress toward implement¬ 
ing the agreement slowed under 
the former Labor government, 
because of Israeli concerns 
about security in Hebron, where 
400 Israeli settlers are sand¬ 
wiched among tens of thousands 
of Arabs. It has virtually come 
to a halt since Netanyahu's vic¬ 
tory in the July elections in 
Israel. The Israeli government 
has refused to redeploy its 
troops from Hebron and open 
final status talks on Jerusalem, 
despite the urging of the Clinton 
administration. ■ 
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Arafat’s 
gains from 
clashes 


Continued from page I 


leader has staked his 
credibility and prestige 
on making the peace pro¬ 
cess work. 

“1 think the most 
important thing he wants 
(out of the summit meet¬ 
ing) is to see progress on 
the implementation of 
the Oslo agreement,’’ 
said Khalil Shikaki, a 
Columbia University- 
educated political scien¬ 
tist who directs the Cen¬ 
ter for Palestine 
Research and Studies in 
the West Bank city of 
Nablus. “He wants to see 
the Israelis move on 
Hebron and all the other 
issues. He needs some 
sort of change on the 
ground. Without imple¬ 
mentation, I think he will 
look very foolish." 

Shikaki warned that if 
Arafat comes back from 
Washington empty- 
handed, “the street will 
again feel frustrated and 
bitter, and it won’t be 
long before we see the 
things we've been seeing 
for the last few days." 

Ever since Arafat and 
then-Prime Minister Yit¬ 
zhak Rabin sealed the 
Oslo peace accord with 
their landmark hand¬ 
shake on the White 
House lawn in 1993, the 
Palestinian leader has 
walked a political right- 
rope. In the past, the 
gravest threat to Arafat's 
leadership came from the 
Islamic extremist group 
Hamas, whose opposi¬ 
tion to the peace accord 
culminated in a series of 
suicide bombings in 
Israel in February and 
March that claimed 63 
lives. 

Hamas has since lost 
popularity among Pales¬ 
tinians. many of whom 
blame the group for 
inviring Israeli closures 
of Gaza and the West 
Bank that have kept tens 
of thousands from their 
jobs. But if the shunning 
of Hamas has eased one 
source of pressure on 
: Arafat, the election- of 
Netanyahu in: May has 
iivadded.anotheL.:-. d 

Although he has 
pledged to abide by the 
terms of the Oslo accord. 
Netanyahu has yet to fol¬ 
low through on Israel’s 
obligation to withdraw 
its troops from Hebron, 
rejected any notion of a 
Palestinian state, ruled 
out negotiations over the 
future of Jerusalem and 
announced the expansion 
of Jewish settlements in 
the West Bank. 

From the Palestinian 
perspective, the only 
concession Netanyahu 
has made thus far is to 
meet with Arafat and 
shake his hand. “With 
Netanyahu, everything 
begins and ends with a 
meeting," Arafat com¬ 
plained in an interview 
published Sunday in the 
Israeli newspaper Yed- 
hiot AharonoL 

“They have been 
reviewing the redeploy¬ 
ment in Hebron for sev¬ 
eral months, and they are 
prepared to continue this 
review for several more 
months, and years," Ara¬ 
fat said. “But when it 
comes to everything that 
has to do with settle¬ 
ment, they learned every¬ 
thing with lightning-like 
speed.” 

Arafat made his com¬ 
ments after rejecting an 
Israeli proposal for a 
one-on-one meeting with 
Netanyahu at the Erez 
crossing from Israel into 
the Gaza Strip. But Ara¬ 
fat has looked more 
favorably on the pro¬ 
posed Washington sum¬ 
mit. because he believes 
that Netanyahu will 
come under pressure 1 
from President Clinton to ! 
make a gesture to the ; 
Palestinians, analysts j 
say. ■ 
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An unconventional 
report on Jordanian 
news and views edited 
by Marwan AlAsmar 
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Ordinary session to be delayed till 
November 

■ A Royal Decree was issued fixing the date of the next 
ordinary session of Parliament on 19 November. One of the 
major laws that are on the agenda is the reform of the elec¬ 
toral law. Minister of Information Dr Marwan AI Moasher 
said the government is presently preparing an electoral 
reform bill which it will present to the Lower House. How¬ 
ever, he added that the government is in no hurry and is 
seeking all views and opinions in the country before its 

. final presentation to Parliament. It is understood however, 
that the government will stick to the one man, one vote 

system. 

TradAl Qadt Should I or Shouldn’t I? 

■ At first sight Trad Al Qadi, the Lower House deputy, was 
determined to quit politics. His position was very clear. He 
would never stand for Parliament, he mid a press confer¬ 
ence. The reasons for his 

resignation were admirable. 

He said that the Kabariti 
government has failed to 
satisfy the demands of his 
constituents in the Northern 
Badia. Unemployment 
remained high and there 
was no investment projects. 

And things were set to go, 

AI Qadi would have served 
the shortest time, having 
only been elected to Parlia¬ 
ment last year. But no 
sooner the resignation letter 
was handed in to the 
Speaker of the Lower 
House, it was quickly 
withdrawn. It is argued .. _ 
that Al Qadi withdrew his Qfldi 
resignation under intense 

popular pressure. At a meeting in Irbid, tribal elders con¬ 
vinced him to continue to serve as their member of Parlia¬ 
ment. They appealed to him to “return to the parliamentary 
arena-and jourhis brothers in these difficult situation that 
faces Jordanand the Arab World." 

It was rumored by. A LMajd weekly tbai ALQadi. was offered., 
a post in the cabinet whenever there is a new government 

Reaction to the other side 

■ Jordanians from every sector of society supported their 
Palestinian brothers in what has been dubbed as their latest 
uprising. The latest spark that forced Palestinians to flare up 
was the opening of an Israeli tunnel under Al Aqsa Mosque, 
something that is seen as very disturbing. Jordanians, 
including the leadership, come out to condemn such an 
action. Women organizations protested outside the United 
Nations in Amman in front of the Palestinian embassy and 
the International Red Cross. Student demonstrations were 
held in the Universities of Jordan, Yarmouk and Mu’ata. In 
the University of Jordan, about 3000 students took part in a 
demonstration. Some lectures were cancelled and a number 
of professors joined in the demonstrators. At one stage, the 
Israeli flag was stepped on. A demonstration also was held 
in fee University of Science and Technology in Irbid. But 
this is not all. The opposition deputies have came out in full 
strength and called for the recall of our ambassador in Tel 
Aviv. They also said feat the Israeli ambassador in Amman 
must pack bis things up and go. 

Commutation of death sentence to 
e Arab-Afghans ’ 

■ The death sentence of fee so-called “Arab Afghans'* case 
has been commuted to life imprisonment by His Majesty 
King Hussein. The King’s gekure came in a form of a 
Royal Decree. Eighteen people were cried, seven of these 
were given death sentences and 11 people were acquitted in 
the Arab-Afghan case which involved bombings and 
attempted bombings of cinema theaters showing X-rated 
movies and stores selling alcoholic drinks. Charges against 
fee Arab Afghans involved attempts to destabilize the coun¬ 
try. The commutation of fee death sentences was made 
through an appeal by Dr Tbeib Abdallah, the former 
Islamic Action Front (IAF) Deputy and then bead of fee 
Lower House Public Liberties Committee (PLQ. On 
another level, a special amnesty is expected. The current 
head of fee PLC, , IAF deputy Bassam Al Ummoush has 
drawn up a list of 40 names feat could be freed in a special 
amnesty. These do both include people who were convicted 
of murder. 

Rose Al Yosef denied entry 

■ The Egyptian famous weekly Rosef Al Yosef is still being 
denied into the country. Although, there has been no offi¬ 
cial comment, fee weekly magazine has not been seen in 
the newsstands. Vendors have said that the magazine has 

not been available for the last three weeks. 

Buildings collapsing 

■ An interesting piece of news was reported last week in Al 
BilaeL Everything is collapsing so to speak or is it. Well, 
some engineers say that an increasing number of buildings 
and construction works are collapsing after they have been 
completed. They point to the problems surrounding fee 
Jerash and the Aqaba highways. In addition, a-slaughter 
house that was built in Qatraneh has recently collapsed. 
What the engineers want is to reopen the files of such cases 
and punish fee culprits for their misdeeds, if any is found. It 
is hard to say what they will do or can do, but this should 
be seen as a step in the right direction. But, at least now, the 
cat is out of the bag. Engineering offices, or some of them, 
will have to tread carefully and start providing a customer 
service that is up to specification. 

Jerusalem conference in Amman 

■ The 7th Annual Seminar on Jerusalem is bong held 
between 5-8 October at the Royal Cultural Center. Orga¬ 
nized by the Jerusalem Committee, it is titled “Arab Perma¬ 
nent Rights in Jerusalem.” The timing of this conference is 
crucial because it comes at a time of a vicious Israeli 
onslaught in this holy city. That is why fee papas in this 
conference which are submitted by distinguished academics 
concentrate on fee Arab character of Jerusalem and its 
Islamic identity. Experts are coming from Yemen, Iraq, 
Syria and Egypt and the Jerusalem Open University. 
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understanding and coordination on the Jerusalem issue. 


Intifada II brings Jerusalem on the spot 

Israeli de facto policies 
spark Jordanian anger 


AMMAN (Star)— 
Jordanians at large 
and representatives 
of all shades of fee 
political spectrum 
expressed their frus¬ 
tration and anger at 
the recent events in 
Jerusalem and fee 
Occupied Territories. 

There was agreement 
fear Israel’s hardline 
Prime Minister Bin- 
j amin Netanyahu had 
crossed a dangerous 
threshold earlier this 
week by opening a 
controversial tunnel 
under fee walls of Al 
Aqsa mosque. That 
inddeot set off 
clashes between Is¬ 
raeli forces and the 
Palestinian i’ 'people '* 
including Palestinian 
police, which so far 
has killed at least 70 
Palestinians and in¬ 
jured about 1500. 

The government 
on Monday lodged a 
strong protest wife 
Israel reaffirming 
Jordan’s rejection of 
fee Israeli moves to' impose a 
de fdcio policy over Arab East 
Jerusalem, said Dr Marwan 
Moasher, the minister of infor¬ 
mation, in his Monday meet¬ 
ing with the press. 

“Prime Minister, Abdel Ka¬ 
rim Al Kabariti summoned fee 
Israeli Ambassador in Amman 
and expressed the Jordanian 
position.” 

The Prime Minister in¬ 
formed fee ambassador of Jor¬ 
dan’s 

demand that Israel should 
respect not only all agree¬ 
ments signed but also fee Jor- 
d an-Israeli peace treaty, 
Moasher added. 

Under the peace treaty, 
signed in October 1994. Israel 
acknowledged Jordan's spe¬ 
cial role in ‘Arab East Jerusa¬ 
lem.' ** As such, Jordan ex¬ 
pected Israel to inform . fee 
Kingdom in advance of any 
planned measures related to 
fee holy sites such as last 
week’s reopening of a tunnel 
that runs along Al Aqsa 
Mosque.” 

Opposition parties escalated 
their campaign calling for the 
abrogation of peace treaties 
wife Israel as a reaction to Is¬ 



raeli provocations. 

However, the authorities 
took precautionary measures 
to avoid emotional reactions 
that could lead to public dis¬ 
turbances. Public Security 
forces were put on a “teropo- 
rary state of emergency." 
.sources said. Armed police¬ 
men. were patrolling streets 
particularly in places close to 
big mosques, populated areas 
and refugee camps. 

Last Friday, fee security 
forces banned many attempts 
to organize protests against 
the peace process and normal¬ 
izing relations wife Israel. 

Leaders of opposition par¬ 
ties asked the Ministry of In¬ 
terior to permit them to march 
peacefully to protest Israeli vi¬ 
olence, but no response was 
received. 

Despite strict security meas¬ 
ures , many speakers in main 
mosques strongly attacked Is¬ 
rael’s repressive policies. A 
number of speakers who are 
close to the Islamic Action 
Front (IAF) in Amman and 
Zarqa called for Jihad to de¬ 
fend Al Aqsa Mosque, which 
the Israeli occupation troops 
raided on Friday and shot at 


unarmed civilians attending 
the prayers, leaving five dead 
and dozens injured. 

In a strongly-worded state¬ 
ment fee Lower House reject¬ 
ed the latest Israeli measures 
' in Jerusalem. Such measures 
“threatened the holy Aqsa 
Mosque and all fee other holy 
places in Jerusalem," the state¬ 
ment said. The Hoase consid¬ 
ered the latest developments 
as bringing “clear doubts on 
fee Israeli intentions towards 
fee peace process in the re¬ 
gion.” It said feat “the Israeli 
government is harming all in¬ 
ternational efforts aiming at 
achieving peace which is 
based on justice and on fee 
principle of land for peace." 

A number of opposition par¬ 
ties pointed out that fee Jorda¬ 
nian public is ready to “erupt 
against the peace process.” 
They also hammered officials 
of Jordan Television against 
what they described as “the 
poor coverage of events in oc¬ 
cupied Palestine in the official 
media.” Earlier, many opposi¬ 
tion figures accused the offi¬ 
cial Jordanian television of 
flattering Israeli government 
and ignoring the feelings of 
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Muslims, referring to poor 
coverage of the latest develop¬ 
ment at Al Aqsa Mosque. The 
public is also angry at the Jor¬ 
danian official stance, the op¬ 
position said. - - 

A statement released by the 
11-party opposition bloc 
called upon the Arab countries 
to “use all kind of pressures 
on Israel." In a statement re¬ 
leased early this week, the par¬ 
ties demanded the Jordanian 
government “to withdraw.fee 
Jordanian ambassador in Is¬ 
rael. and to drive out the Israe¬ 
li ambassador from Amman.” 

The parties hailed the intifa¬ 
da of fee Palestinian people in 
Palestine and saluted the patri¬ 
otism of its leaders who con¬ 
fronted Israel’s repressive 
practices. 

They called upon fee Jorda¬ 
nian public to provide full 
support and consolidation to 
the Palestinian people in their 
new intifada against fee Israeli 
occupation. 

The higher leadership of 
uniting the parties of Union¬ 
ists (Wabdawion), Al Jamab- 
eer, and fee Progressive and 
Justice— centrist parties— 
also issued a strong statement 
condemning Israeli practices 
against the Palestinian people 
and against fee peace process 
ingeneraL 

“The opening of the tunnel 
is an affront to all religious 
and human principles," the 
statement said. Through these 
practices, the statement said, 
Israel is “disavowing itself 
from all international agree¬ 
ments and bilateral peace trea¬ 
ties." 

Christian organizations m 
Jordan also decried the Israeli 
measures against Palestinians. 
The World Council of Church¬ 
es (WCC), stud “we view with 
caution and great dismay the 
clashes in Jerusalem and else¬ 
where in the West Bank and 
Gaza Strip” 

The deep frustrations of 
“the Palestinian people who 
face the occupation of their 
lands, confiscation of proper¬ 
ties. demolition of houses, re¬ 
striction of movements and ec¬ 
onomic disaster is 
understandable." WCC added. 

The Episcopal Church of Je¬ 
rusalem and the Middle East 
also issued a statement ex¬ 
pressing solidarity with the 
Palestinian people and de¬ 
manding an end to the Israel’s 
massacres of the Palestinians. 
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Prince Hassan says 
custodianship over Holy 
Places is held trust 
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AMMAN (Para)—Noting 
Jordan’s historic role in 
defending the shrines m Arab 
East Jerusalem, tire Regent 
said the Kingdom was not 
competing with anyone fix' 
the custodianship of fee holy 
places, the Kingdom consid¬ 
ers fee custodianship as being 
held in. trust “until such time 
it could be returned to the 
Arab and Islamic: fold of the 
Palestinian National Aufeor- 
ityr ^PNA)," he said The 
Agptit said T would like to 
reiterate what His Majesty 

has already Jordan’s role in safeguard¬ 

ing the holy shrines in Jerusalem that this role is part of Jor¬ 
dan's religious and historical duties acknowledged by tncr- 
national law. “Such a duty is reaffirmed by Jordan's deep 
sense of belonging to tire Arab and Islamic world.” The 
Crown Prince stressed that Jerusalem was the spiritual 
dimension of the Arab-Israeli struggle in as much os fee ref¬ 
ugee issue represents tiie human dimension of the struggle. 

Jordan's role in protending the Islamic holy shrines in 
Jerusalem is part of the Kingdom’s religious and historic 
duties as acknowledged by international law and is reaf¬ 
firmed by its deep sense of belonging to the Arab and 
Islamic world, fee Regent, said Monday. 

. Prince Hassan, who held an open discussion at King 
Abdullah Mosque after Maghreb prayers, condemned the 
Israeli moves in the holy city, particularly the opening of a 
controversial tunnel along tiie Al Aqsa Mosque compound. 
The Crown Prince, who discussed several issues during the 
debate but focused particularly on tiie situation in Arab East 
Jerusalem, refuted allegations feat Jordanian Aqwaf Authori¬ 
ties in tiie holy city had prior knowledge of Israel's plan to 
reopen the tunnel. “Such allegations are fabricated and base¬ 
less,” he said, expressing surprise over such suggestions. ■ 


Muslim Brotherhood 

Defiant 
but lenient 


AMMAN (Star)—-The recent press conference by the Mus¬ 
lim Brotherhood is being viewed wife mixed reactions by 
analysts in Jordan. Their total condemnation of Israeli 
actions on the West Bank and Jerusalem does strike a chord 
wife the government's view. Prime Minister Abdel Al 
Karim Al Kabariti’s summoning of the Israeli ambassador 
in Amman to explain Jordan’s position on the Israeli action 
on the tunnel issue under Al Aqsa Mosque does seem to 
strike a chord of unanimity between the opposition and the 
government. 

After all, both see it as a threat to the Islamic holy places. 
The government says that such a step would both under¬ 
mine the'peace process and Jordan's special role as fee' cus^ • 
toctian of die holy places. For the opposition, fee Israeli 
actibti is-a-furtirer-vindication that Israel does ■not-wont'- 1 
peace and it is hell hem on Judizing Jerusalem. 

The Muslim Brotherhood go further than this and argue 
that the mass reaction among the Palestinians that the open¬ 
ing of fee tunnel have created is a “courageous step by fee 
Palestinian people as expressed in their piety and eagerness 
to protect Jerusalem and fee holy places." Further, what 
happened last week in terms of the shooting of innocent 
civilians is a further proof of “Zionist” oppressive policies 
which they have been carrying out against the Palestinian 
people. In this respect, the Oslo accords are seen but a 
sham, they argue. 

The Brotherhood pointed out that “we believe feat fee 
tunnel under the Al Aqsa Mosque is but a pan of a grand 
design to destroy the mosque and to resurrect the so-called 
Temple Mount” Further, they add, “it Is to quash the Arab 
and Islamic character in Jerusalem and Palestine. The state¬ 
ment argued that the Oslo, Cairo and Wadi Arabs agree¬ 
ments are but further steps to help the enemy to achieve the 
“Greater Israel" project 

These are strong words indeed, for the Muslim Brother¬ 
hood also called on the Palestinian National Authority to 
free all prisoners including Hamas and Islamic Jihad 
activists. 

But tiie press conference was different in other ways. 
While they refused to compromise their hardline stance 
about the resignation of the Al Kabariti government they 
said that they would not rale out the possibility of joining a 
future government Its Overseer, Mr Abdel Majeed Thunei- 
bai said that the brotherhood “would have to see fee 
agenda of the next government before they make a 
decision.” 

Observers point out feat the abrogation of the loidan- 
Israeli treaty would not be a condition for their participa¬ 
tion in the next government if they do participate. How¬ 
ever, Thuneibat denied that. He said “the abrogation of fee 
treaty is part of our strategy 


Edward de Bono’s 
visits Jordan 

THE WORLDWIDE thinker, writer and consultant Dr. Ed¬ 
ward de Bono, will visit Jordan next week in order to conduct 
a seminar for Jordanian Businessmen in “Lateral Thinking" a 
concept that he created and now has an official entry in fee 
Oxford English Dictionary, and which he himself teaches this 
concept by doing seminars worldwide for all ages and nation¬ 
alities. 

Many international corporations attribute their success to 
fee direct use of lateral thinking- 

Dr. de Bono had written more than 53 books, about this 
subject and other subjects involves fee mind and fee way it 
functions. In addition he designed the CORT thinking pro¬ 
gram which is widely used for the direct teaching of thinking 
in schools, and it is being Introduced mandatory into schools 
in some countries. 

Dr. de Bono has been invited to lecture in 45 countries, and 
in 1989 he organized and chaired a meting o Nobel Prizes 
winners in Seoul/Korea. 

This visit, as says his representatives in Jordan Ms. Dina 
Faidi. is considered a unique and successful experience to all 
businessmen attending the seminar next week in cooperation 
with Amman World TYade Center. ■ 
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A view from Japan 


Our Say. . 


Peace in danger despite summit 

THE CONVENING Tuesday of an emergency summit in Washington at the request 
of President Clinton to rescue an embattled Middle East peace process could be 
viewed as a futile act of desperation. The summit, to be attended by His Majesty 
King Hussein. Palestinian President Yasser .Arafat and Israeli Prime Minister Benja¬ 
min Netanyahu, has no specific agenda other than to reactivate the political process 
and reduce the level of tension in the Occupied Territories. 

Such a broad goal can hardly be achieved without going into specifics. At the 
heart of the stalemated peace process is the Palestinian-Israeli track which has been 
bogged down ever since Mr Netanyahu was elected to office last May. From that 
point on, the peace process has been facing rough weather on all fronts, and the 
cherished goal of establishing peace through the implementation of agreements 
reached after long and arduous negotiations appeared to be lost. 

Mr Netanyahu's platform was clear from day one; and had lived up to his ideals. 
He has virtually buried the peace process under a mound of activities that contra¬ 
vened everything the peacemakers have been working on for years; unleashing a 
fresh wave of new settlements, expropriating Palestinian lands and threatening the 
Arab and Muslim identity of occupied East Jerusalem by creating new realities on 
the ground. 

These policies, pursued with vigor by Mr Netanyahu, meant that the goals agreed 
upon by the Palestinians in Madrid, Oslo, Taba and Washington were being com¬ 
promised almost overnight. While Neranyahu paid lip service to the cause ofpeace, 
his actions clearly were aimed at stripping the Palestinians from every single gain 
they have managed to acquire through peaceful negotiations. 

So their angry reaction last week was predictable, although it appeared to have 
taken Mr Netanyahu by surprise. 

The Washington meeting cannot succeed if the peace process loses its credibility. 
The Palestinians cannot be expected to yield to Israel's demands that the signed and 
sealed agreements be reopened for fresh negotiations. No one can expect the Pales¬ 
tinians to become the target of pressure and give up what they managed to achieve 
after long and hard process of negotiations. 

Mr Netanyahu must understand that his vision of the future of the Occupied Terri¬ 
tories. Jerusalem and the Golan Heights is the antithesis of the principles of a just 
peace in the region based on the formula of land for peace and the foundations of 
the Madrid peace conference. 

Regardless of Mr Clinton’s domestic calculations, he must not give Mr Netanyahu 
the chance to assassinate the peace process. America's credibility in the region is al¬ 
ready at stake. Even Israel's interests will not be served if the six-year-old peace 
process is reversed. That's why the measure of the success or failure of the Wash¬ 
ington summit will be Israel’s renewed commitment to implement its agreements 
with the Palestinians. Other than that will mean more violence and killing— 
dispatching the region once more into the darkness of uncertainty. ■ 


S. Africa, Sweden to probe 
accusation in Palme death 


By Bob Drogin and 
Mary Williams Walsh 
LA Times-Washington Post 
News Service 

JOHANNESBURG, South Africa—With his buck 
teeth and giant girth. Craig Williamson was de¬ 
scribed in a newspaper here last year as having the 
“amiable appearance of an overweight Bugs Bun¬ 
ny." 

But his long career as a secret agent for the 
apartheid regime was no joke. He has admitted to 
bombings that killed two women and a young girl 
in London, Angola and Mozambique, and to run¬ 
ning covert operations to spread disinformation 
and collect intelligence in Washington and else¬ 
where. 

The question now is whether Williamson. 47. 
also had a hand in the 1986 assassination of Swed¬ 
ish Prime Minister Olof Palme in Stockholm, as 
alleged by Eugene de Kock. Williamson's former 
friend and fellow assassin in the South African se¬ 
curity police. Friday, de Kock told a court in Pre¬ 
toria. South Africa's administradve capital, that he 


was given “firsthand information" in 1992 or 1993 
of Williamson's supposed role in the still-unsolved 
slaying of the popular Swedish leader. He did not 
elaborate. 

De Kock first implicated Williamson last Thurs¬ 
day, again without providing any details, while tes¬ 
tifying to seek leniency for six murders and scores 
of other crimes he has been convicted of commit¬ 
ting as head of a police death squad. He said Friday 
that he had not mentioned the assassination earlier 
because he had foigotten it. 

But South African and Swedish authorities said 
they plan to investigate de Rock's information to 
see if it is reliable. Investigators and prosecutors 
from the two countries will meet next week to dis¬ 
cuss procedures. 

"We're taking it very seriously." said Charlotte 
W rang berg, a diplomat at the Swedish Embassy in 
Pretoria. ‘The police say there might be some new 
elements." 

She said the embassy had requested a transcript 
of de Rock’s courtroom comments and any related 
evidence he has privately given to prosecutors. She 
said police in Stockholm may send detectives to in¬ 
terview him. ■ 
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Political Islam, 
pluralism denied 


By Ryoji Tateyama 

SINCE THE Iranian Revolution. Japan’s 
policies toward Iran have grown more 
complex. Japan has come to see its rela¬ 
tionship with Iran quite differently ihan the 
US views its own relationship with the Is¬ 
lamic nation: Iran is seen largely as an ene¬ 
my in the United States. This has caused 
considerable friction between Japan and 
the United States: Japan's decision last 
year to provide Overseas Development As¬ 
sistance CODA) to Iran for the first time 
since the Iranian Revolution was one major 
source of agitation. The assistance took the 
form of a 38.6 billion yen loan for a dam 
construction project. Final approval for the 
ODA took over two years: Japanese gov¬ 
ernment officials said that tremendous en¬ 
ergy was devoted toward winning over the 
US government and Congress regarding 
this loan during those two years. 

Yet the United States remains uncon¬ 
vinced of the merits of strengthening ties 
with Iran. Anthony Lake. Assistant to the 
President for National Security Affairs, 
criticized Lhe reconciliatory approach to¬ 
ward Iran taken by countries like Japan. 

The awkward relationship between the 
United States and Japan over Iran is a man¬ 
ifestation of each country’s views on “Is¬ 
lamic fundamentalism." I use quotation 
marks because the expression is often asso¬ 
ciated with cliched images 
meant to invoke certain 
preconceived ideas. The 
current trend in the Islamic 
world is to place more em¬ 
phasis on “Islamic values" 
and to promote the revival 
of Islam in its original 
sense. Islamic fundamen¬ 
talism is a much more 
complex set of beliefs than 
the media would have us 
imagine—it seems, unfor¬ 
tunately. to be irretrievably 
linked in the minds of 
many to images of terror¬ 
ism and extremists. 

Modem Islam embraces a wide range of 
phenomena, including a marked increase in 
Friday mosque worship and the spread of 
Islamic banks that do not charge interest. 
These trends have been called the “awak¬ 
ening of Islam.” Because Islam is con¬ 
cerned with the ideal layout of society as a 
whole, as well as individual lifestyles, the 
“awakening of Islam” naturally includes 
political advocacy and activities. Here it is 
necessary to recognize that current events 
in the Islamic world involve an expansive 
range of phenomena: the political aspects 
are but a pan. But because this paper fo¬ 
cuses principally on these political aspects, 
the expression “political Islam" will be 
used to convey them. Claims are often 
made in the non-lslamic world (including 
Europe, the United States, and Japan) that 
political Islam is extreme, and engages in 
or supports terrorism. Two favorite targets 
are the present Iranian regime (dealt with 
below) and the Islamic "Salvation Front 
(FIS) in Algeria, where the situation is 
highly complex. Though the FIS began its 
armed struggle after being outlawed by the 
Algerian military regime at the beginning 
of 1992—when the results of the first na¬ 
tional election were declared invalid—it is 
questionable whether the group has been 
involved in terrorism since its inception. 
Not surprisingly, many outlawed and sup¬ 
pressed political organizations end up re¬ 
sorting to violence. In Algeria, an armed 
Islamic group (GIS)—which appears to 
have splintered off from FIS—is engaged 
in nondiscriminatory terrorism, including 
some against foreigners. The FIS has often 
and publicly criticized such nondiscrimina- 
tory terrorism. 

Other Islamic groups often appearing in 
the press are those in Afghanistan and Leb¬ 
anon. Political terrorism in these countries 
has emerged through Lhe process of ex¬ 
panding and aggravating civil wars, each 
lasting nearly 20 years. Clearly, terrorism 
was not part of the origins of either war. In 
Lebanon, it was only after the Israeli inva¬ 
sion in 1982 that armed Islamic groups 
such as Amal and Hezbollah became main 
players in the war. Prior to the invasion, 
the main fighting groups were Maronite 
Christians or groups based on secular ide¬ 
ologies such as Arab nationalism or Marx¬ 
ist-Leninism. 

There are also claims that political Islam 
must be contained, since its goals are anti¬ 
thetical to democracy. The variety of views 
and claims regarding the coexistence of Is¬ 
lam and democracy have prompted lively 
debates. Activists and theorists of political 
Islam have expressed a full range of opin¬ 
ions on how to create a parliamentary de¬ 
mocracy. Non-Islamic observers argue that 
Islam and democracy are inherently incom¬ 
patible. The relationship between the state 
and civil society is often brought into the 
debate. State Islam, they say. oppresses 
civil society, which couldn’t possibly de¬ 
velop under such conditions: democracy, in 
cum. cannot thrive without a civil society. 
The counterargument for this is that, on the 
contrary, the Islamic world docs not allow 
the establishment of a stable state. A 
healthy relationship beiween the state and 
civil society is therefore not possible. 

An underlying assumption of the propo¬ 
nents of incompatibility appears to be the 
"Westernized" concept of democracy. It as¬ 
sumes that political Islam—and its inherent 
opposition to 'Western values’—will never 
accept democratic norms. Similar views 
were presented at a symposium entitled 
“Resurgent Islam in the Middle East.” 
sponsored by the Middle East Policy Coun¬ 
cil and held in Washington DC in May 
1994. Robert H. Pelletreau. Jr.. US Assist¬ 
ant Secretary of State for Near Eastern Af¬ 
fairs, acknowledges that "we. as a govern¬ 
ment, have no quarrel with Islam." but 
goes on to state that “certain manifestations 
of the Islamic revival are intensely anti- 
Western. They aim not only at elimination 
of Western influences, but at resisting any 
form of cooperation with the West.” He 
concludes that "such tendencies are clearly 
hostile to US interests." 


Pelleireau's conclusion is not too con¬ 
vincing. It is undeniable that many of the 
ideas of democracy, modem systems of so¬ 
ciety. economy, and politics were created 
in the West, However tas I address Jater). 
not all democratic or modem roads lead to 
the Wcsl Modernization has progressed 
for well over a century in Asia—including 
Japan—and a democratic political system 
is firmly in place. However, the process of 
modernization and democratization was 
not necessarily Western in nature. Today 
of course. Japan can be described on sever¬ 
al levels as being fairly Westernized. 
However, most norms that make up the 
fundamentals of Japanese society are inher¬ 
ently "Japanese." A fair amount of these 
norms are even blatantly anti-Western. 
Clearly, we cannot conclude that the exis¬ 
tence of Japanese society is “hostile to US 
interests.” 

Yet the views of Pelletreau. a senior offi¬ 
cial of the US Department of State, look 
positively moderate compared with those 
of Daniel Pipes, editor of the Middle East 
Quarterly. According to Pipes, while fun¬ 
damentalist groups and ideologies differ 
from each other in many ways, all of them 
are inherently extremist and all despise 
our civilization. They despise us not for 
what we do but for who we are.... By def¬ 
inition. fundamentalists seek a way of life 
deeply incompatible with our own ideals. 


It is undeniable that many of the ideas 
of democracy, modern systems of 
society, economy, and politics were 
created in the West. However (as I 
address later), not all democratic or 
modern roads lead to the West. 


Therefore, the US government ought in 
principle not to cooperate with fundamen¬ 
talists. not encourage them, and not engage 
in dialogue with them. He goes on to say 
that Fundamentalists feel the strength that 
comes from being part of a surging interna¬ 
tional network, somewhat like Marxist- 
Leninists must have felt in the 1950s. This 
new network. like that old one. has the 
United States of America in its sights. 

The reality is actually closer to the oppo¬ 
site. Not only did no international network 
of Marxist-Lertinists exist in the 1950s. no¬ 
international network of political Islam ex¬ 
ists today. Pipes's claims only demonstrate 
that what we can call Tslamintem" is be¬ 
ing fabricated as a new “enemy” in Ameri¬ 
ca's post-CoId War world. Such remarks 
cannot be regarded as anything but politi¬ 
cal propaganda. 

Islamimem-like ideas appear to form the 
basis for the Clinton Administration policy 
of “double containment.” or the attempt to 
contain both Iran and Iraq simultaneously. 
Once again, let us go back to the paper of 
Anthony Lake, originally published in For¬ 
eign Affairs. Lake lists the following rea¬ 
sons for containment of Iran. In Lake's 
view. Iran is: 

■ Pursuing extreme military expansion 

■ Sponsoring terrorism and murder 

■ Opposing the process of Middle East 
peace 

■ Ignoring human rights 

It is true that the human rights situation 
in Iran is horrific, and Iran is clearly 
against the peace process going on in the 
Middle EasL But no clear evidence of Iran 
being a sponsor of terrorism has been iden¬ 
tified. Moreover, the claim that Iran is pur¬ 
suing drastic military expansion is not too 
convincing when we consider that, accord¬ 
ing to the figures provided by the Interna¬ 
tional Institute for Strategic Studies in Lon¬ 
don. the total 1992 defense budget of the 
six Arab nations comprising the Gulf 
Cooperation Council fGCC) was $28.2 bil¬ 
lion (the figure for Qatar is from 1991): 
more than 15 times Iran's SI .8 billion. Mil¬ 
itary expenditures in 1991. including arms 
purchases, are estimated at S5.8 billion for 
Iran (Lhe 1992 figure for Saudi Arabia 
amounted to $35 billion, more than six 
times that of Iran). It is only natural that 
Iran would become concerned about the 
rapid military expansion of the GCC na¬ 
tions. 

Immediately following the Gulf War. the 
need for arms control in Lhe Middle East 
became a hot topic. President Bush even 
went so far as to announce an arms control 
plan. In reality. howev¬ 
er, the arms situation is 
regressing. The Con¬ 
gressional Research 
Service of the US Li¬ 
brary of Congress re¬ 
ports that the United 
States provided $14.8 
billion in arms transfers 
to the third world in 
1993. This amounrs to 
73 percent of the world 
total of arms transfer to 
third world countries. 

Furthermore. 80 per¬ 
cent of the $14.8 bil¬ 
lion, or $11.7 billion, 
consists of arms sales to 
Saudi Arabia and Ku¬ 
wait. After selling 
these vast amounts of 
arms, the United Slates 
turns a blind eye to hu¬ 
man rights abuses and 
democratization prob¬ 
lems in these two coun¬ 
tries. Selling a large 
amount of arms to the 
Saudis and the Kuwai¬ 
tis will only spur the 
military expansion of 
Iran; it will also force 
Iraq to rebuild its mili¬ 
tary capabilities after 
UN sanctions against it 
are lifted. 

As many critics have 


pointed out. this double containment policy 
ignores the basic dynamics of power in the 
Arabian Gulf. There are three poles of pow¬ 
er in the Gulf area: Iran. Iraq and Saudi 
Arabia. Saudi Arabia is clearly the weakest 
of the poles. Surrounding nations, includ¬ 
ing Turkey and other members of the GCC, 
maintain relations with Iran on a variety of 
levels even while continuing to perceive an 
Iranian threat. Even Egypt, one of the 
harshest critics of Iran (it used to maintain 
that “Iran is behind the terrorism of Islamic 
Fundamentalists”) is ready to restore rela¬ 
tions with Iran. Last September the foreign 
ministers of Iran and Egypt talked to each 
other during the UN General Assembly, 
and agreed to expand economic ties and 
other relations. During the height of 
Egypt's campaign against Iran and Sudan, 
two Egyptian journalists I encountered de¬ 
clared that the Egyptian government was 
merely attempting to divert attention from 
domestic problems to outside the country. 
The Egyptian people, it seems, were not 
convinced by the government’s “anti-Iran” 
campaign. 

Samuel Huntington, in his famous For¬ 
eign Affairs essay The Clash of Civiliza¬ 
tions? wrote that ideas such as human 
rights, equality, freedom, the rule of law. 
democracy, free markets, and the separa¬ 
tion of church and state are essentially 
Western in origin; they are not necessarily 
widely accepted in Islam¬ 
ic. Confucian. Japanese, 
Hindi. Buddhist, or East¬ 
ern Orthodox civilizations. 
It is true that these ideas 
were mainly developed in 
the West. 

But as Mr Huntington 
must know, ideas like 
these—so deeply related 
to human existence—are 
not the exclusive property 
of the West Each culture 
has developed its own 
forms of these ideas with¬ 
in its individual historical 
context In this sense, to argue that the Is¬ 
lamic and Arab worlds will never develop 
the ideas of human rights, democracy, or 
the rule of law. is absolutism of the worst 
kind. Historical viewpoint is virtually ab¬ 
sent in such an argument it is. I believe, 
what Yahya Sadowski has called “the new 
Orientalism.” Most of those regions have 
been victims of colonialism and imperial¬ 
ism since the 19th century, and have long 
been subjected to the rules of Europeans. 
Struggles for securing rights were, there¬ 
fore. necessarily aimed at outside rulers. 
Although most nations in the Arab and Is¬ 
lamic worlds achieved independence after 
World War II, the outward-targeted strug¬ 
gle—the attempt to limit the" influences 
from the British, French, and later the Unit¬ 
ed States and the former Soviet Union to a 
minimum—continued even after indepen¬ 
dence. Further, as numerous wars in the re¬ 
gion have made clear, the borders estab¬ 
lished at the time of independence were 
highly arbitrary. The foreign-drawn borders 
totally ignored important ethnic and relig¬ 
ious factors. Under such circumstances. 
Arab and Islamic countries had to give 
their priorities to the maintenance of do¬ 
mestic unity. As a result, an authoritarian 
political system was created to foster anti- 
Western thoughts and ideology. The same 
can be said of many nations in Asia. 

None of this precludes the possibility 
that Arab and Islamic countries will devel¬ 
op ideas of democracy and human rights 
over the long run. That does not, however, 
imply Westernization. Judith Miller, in dis¬ 
cussing the Middle East, is excessively pes¬ 
simistic in her belief that “the notions of 
plurality, self-criticism and disagreement— 
all essential features of liberal democra¬ 
cy—face an uphill, though not impossible, 
battle in winning widespread cultural ac¬ 
ceptance." However, even in the West, 
present norms were not institutionalized 
overnight—centuries of political struggle 
were necessary before such concepts be¬ 
came firmly grounded. 

Political Islam, too. is trying to create 
political and social systems rooted in its in¬ 
herent cultures and histories. Ignoring these 
efforts and generally regarding political Is¬ 
lam as an enemy may well lead to the deni¬ 
al of pluralism. This approach has little to 
gain and much to lose: it closes the possi¬ 
bility of the coexistence of various cultures. 


Ryoji Tateyama is Chief Economist 
at The Japanese Institute of Middle 
Eastern Economies. 




Jerusalem; 
Where to? 

JERUSALEM. THE city 
of peace and coexis¬ 
tence. has become the 
city of discord and enmi¬ 
ty. In the middle of fly¬ 
ing stones, and countless 
funerals, to seek rhyme 
and reason requires su¬ 
perhuman efforts. Never¬ 
theless. it is most impor¬ 
tant to avoid the 
accumulation of mis¬ 
takes in order to avoid 
future tragedies. 

As far as one can un¬ 
derstand. the facts on the 
ground, regarding the 
tunnel of the western 
wail, are still unclear 
from a scientific- 
archaeological point of 
view. On the political 
level it is unclear to what 
extent there has been any 
communication, if any. 
between the PNA ap¬ 
pointed religious authori¬ 
ties. and the Israeli occu¬ 
pation authority 

regarding this issue. 

One thing remains for 
sure, that neither Jordan 
nor UNESCO had any 
information regarding 
the re-opening of the en¬ 
trance to the tunnel. Why 
Jordan? Simply because 
under international law. 
it is the side which is ac¬ 
cepted as the official cus¬ 
todian of the holy 
shrines, and thai is of 
course, when internation¬ 
al law is taken in its to¬ 
tality, and not interpreted 
selectively according to 
the whims of individuals, 
as and when it suits 
them. As for UNESCO, 
its role as the protector 
of Jerusalem, as a holy 
and historic city, gives it 
an important say if ar¬ 
chaeological changes are 
about to be instituted. 

It is probably true, that 
the tunnel issue was the 
final straw for the Pales¬ 
tinian people, rather than 
the main instigator of the 
recent violence. Israeli 
intransigence, and PNA 
war threats have all con¬ 
tributed to balanced ap¬ 
proach towards confron¬ 
tation. The stalling in the 
peace process, the lack 
of implementation of the 
signed agreements, and 
ihe continued building of 
settlements are like a red 
cloth to a bull, in as 
much as the earlier eu¬ 
phoric declaration of Mr 
Arafat as he was entering 
Gaza, of wanting Jerusa¬ 
lem to be the capital of 
Palestine. 

Mr Arafat demands 
Arab solidarity and an 
Arab united solution to 
the Palestinian problem, 
voicing his appeal to the 
USA. Mr Netanyahu 
wants a more involved 
American support, and 
that's why he is seeking 
Arab help to end the 
troubles in the West 
Bank. Neither is talking 
legitimacy and interna¬ 
tional agreements. They 
are looking towards 
Egypt for an honest bro¬ 
ker. and need Jordan for 
its pivotal role. Jordan 
wishes to develop Us 
peace relations with Is¬ 
rael. but also supports 
the legitimate aspirations 
of the Palestinians to ex¬ 
ercise their sovereignty 
over their territory, and 
Jordan most emphatical¬ 
ly does not compete and 
will not compete with 
any party over the ques¬ 
tion of custodianship of 
the holy shrines. 

The recent sad events 
have indicated very 
bluntly, that Jordanian 
fears for the future of the 
holy sites are justified. If 
the internecine quarrel 
does not stop over Jeru¬ 
salem. then the future of 
the holy city will not be 
even worth mentioning. 

If a vacuum is created, 
the Muslims and Chris¬ 
tians of the world will 
have to in the future earn 
visiting rights lo the holy 
shrines. The issue of cus¬ 
todianship is neither a 
prestige nor a political 
manoeuvre. It is an awe¬ 
some responsibility, and 
an historic legitimacy 
that transcends the tem¬ 
poral domain of ruling. 
Jordan condemns any 
unilateral action by any 
party, that attempts to 
change the character of 
the holy city under any 
pretext and create an 
ipso facto condition, that 
cannot be changed, espe¬ 
cially when negotiations 
over the final status of 
Jerusalem have not even 
started. ■ 












2 OCTOBER 1996 


B U 


I 


N 


THE STAR 5 


Business 

scene 


■ Profits by the Union 
Bank for Saving and 
Investment over the first 
half of this year showed a 
30% dip compared to the 
same period last year. 
They were JD 304.4 
thousand. 

The mid-annual budget 
of the Bank pointed to a 
decline of 6 percent in its 
trading portfolio which is 
ID 15 million. Its invest¬ 
ment portfolio however, 
rose by 3.2% to reach JD 
7.5 million. 

Total credit facilities 
rose by 14.8% over the 
first half of this year to 
reach JD 66 million. 

■ The Arabian Steel 
Pipes Manufacturing Co., 
has generated sales of JD 
4.68 million over the first 
half of this year. 

The company which 
has a paid-up capital of 
JD 6 million has become 
ISO 9002 certified last 
year—being the first 
industrial Jordanian con¬ 
cern to get such certifi¬ 
cate. Its net profit in the 
first half of this year was 
JD 456,000 and rights of 
its shareholders rose by 
44 percent to be JD J 1.07 
million. 

■ The Iibid District Elec¬ 
tricity Co., managed to 
improve its services and 
expansion projects given 
to various agricultural, 
industrial and educational 
locations in the District. 

This is added to pro¬ 
jects related to water 
pump stations, irrigation 
and drink water. 

The company suc¬ 
ceeded in providing elec¬ 
tric power for 60 develop¬ 
ing projects in housing 
complexes. 

It also improved elec¬ 
tric networks to solve the 
problem of weak electric 
currents and was able to 
cover electricity over¬ 
loads in Ramtha, Jerash, 
Ajloun, Irbid and other 
areas through installing 
ground cables targeted at 
improving, voltage. Its 
director, engineer - Archil -. 
Raouf Al Sbeijjh Sa’djthat ; 
the company ~ has 
launched a new system to 
collect electric power 
bills in Iribid through 
banks and the company’s 
boxes. 

■ Seventeen insurance 
companies had a capital 
of JD 25, 350 million in 
1995. The shareholder’s 
rights were also JD 
42,768 million. Total pre¬ 
miums generated by the 
insurance market were JD 
79.727 million, a rise of 
JD 13.483 compared with 
1994. Paid indemnities 
were JD 42J591 million 
and the net profit reached 
JD 9.S40. 31% of which 
was distributed. 
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Boy JD 



US $ 

0.7080 

0.7100 


£ 

1.1003 

1.1058 


DM 

0.4678 

0.4701 


SFr 

0-5724 

0J753 


FRF 

0.1380 

0.1387 


YEN 

0.6443 

0.6475 


(100) 




DEL 

0.4173 

0.4194 


LIT 

(100) 

0.0464 

0.0466 



Al Dalabeeh 

Reducing crossing fees at Suez will 
activate movement at Aqaba 


OFFICIALS AT the Suez 
Canal recently adopted a 
decision to cut crossing fees 
on vessels that carry contain¬ 
ers and wheat between the 
Mediterranean and the Aqaba 
port- The ratio of the reduc¬ 
tion is betweea 10 percent to 

20 percent. The decision 
which became effective on 

21 September is expected to 
have positive effects on the 
marine transport movement 
between Jordan and Egypt. 

According to the new 
reductions, containers which 
cross the Suez Canal and dis¬ 
charge loads at Aqaba or 
carry shipments from the har¬ 
bor and return through the 
canal will get discount of 20 
percent. Other vessels carry¬ 
ing wheat, crossing Suez 
Canal and discharging their 
tonnage at Aqaba will get a 
discount of 10 percent. 

The director of Aqaba Port 
Authority, Mohamamd Al- 
Dalabeeh pointed out that the 
decision to reduce crossing 
fees from Suez Canal to 
Aqaba will attract many mer¬ 
chants and businessmen in 
the neighboring countries to 
use the Aqaba port in their 
shipments to and from the 
US and Europe. 

This will also encourage 
huge container vessels to 
make Aqaba their major har¬ 
bor in the region. 

“Other Israeli, Syrian or 
Lebanese ports are ports of 


friendly countries to Jordan, 
and our relation is based on 
positive competition." Ai 
Dalabeeh said. 

The Jordanian and Egyp¬ 
tian officials have agreed 
upon a six-month experimen¬ 
tal phase starting from the 
date of the decision. It will 
be reviewed in the light of its 
yields and benefits for both 
sides. 

If this decision proves to 
be useful, it will become 
finally endorsed after a six¬ 
mo ath period, Al Dalabeeh 
maintained. 

Officials at the Suez Canal 
Authority were invited to 
visit Jordan after three 
months of the validity of the 
decision in order to assess 
the resolution and exchange 
view points on all issues 
related to it. 

The decision to cut cross¬ 
ing fees at the Suez Canal 
was welcomed by many busi¬ 
nessmen and shipping agen¬ 
cies in Jordan as they 
described it as a “rational 
step" which will bring bene¬ 
fits from the Canal as well as 
to Aqaba. 

“There are no Jordanian 
merchants who use Israeli 
ports at present, however, 
one merchant recently 
imported wood shipment 
through the Haifa port. This 
was the first of its kind," Ai 
Dalabeeh maintained. 

Economic analysts believe 


that the decision 
of the Suez 
Canal Authority 
is primarily tar¬ 
geted at helping 
it to compete 
with land transit 
which has 
become active 
between Aqaba 
and the Israeli 
ports after sign¬ 
ing the Jorda- 
nian-Israeli 
peace treaty. 

Mohammad 
Noureddin Al 
Hammouri, a 
businessman 
pointed out that 
this decision is 
an essentia! fac¬ 
tor to revive the 
marine transpor¬ 
tation for and to 
Aqaba via Suez. 

it will also 

give the neighboring coun¬ 
tries the incentive to use 
Aqaba in its trade. 

Mr Dawoud Al Qotub, who 
is a director of the Jordanian 
shipping agencies, com¬ 
mented on the Egyptian deci¬ 
sion. He said it is a necessity 
in the light of strong compe¬ 
tition among the ports in the 
region. 

For its part, AI Qotub 
expected Israel to cut fees on 
delivery services at its har¬ 
bors in order to have a com¬ 
petitive edge. This will lead 



Lo an economic conflict 
between Egypt and Israel, he 
added. 

In this view, AI Qotub 
called on the port authority to 
make further reduction in ser¬ 
vices fees at the Aqaba port. 
Tbc Authority had earlier 
made cuts in delivery fees at 
Aqaba with high ratio 
between 20 percent, and 50 
percent. But. more cuts will 
give more activity to the har¬ 
bor and maintain its competi¬ 
tiveness with other harbors. 

This will also prevent Jor¬ 


danian merchants from 
importing their commodities 
through Israeli ports, Al 
Qotub explained. 

. The fare for container 
freight from the ports of 
Europe and United States to 
Aqaba via Suez Canal is 
S2500, while through Israeli 
ports it is SI900. 

The load capacity of ves¬ 
sels going to Aqaba is 4,000 
containers while those dock¬ 
ing at other ports vessels is 
between 2000 to 3000. ■ 



Cairo summit, a political event 

NEARLY ONE year after the Middle East and North 
Africa (MENA) Economic Summit of 1995, the region 
is again preparing for a historic gathering of nations 
including long time friends and former foes. Ironically. 

. this year’s summit will be held against a backdropol 
renewed tension and violence in the former Occupied 
Territories which promises to test the spirit of the 
MENA summits. 

Egypt’s decision to proceed as scheduled ns host or 
the Third Annual MENA conference is coming into 
question more and more these days. Several weeks ago. 
Cairo had hinted that baring any progress on pence 
negotiations between Israel and the Palestinian territo¬ 
ries, the summit would not take place as thought. 
Recently, however, and perhaps as a sign of goodwill, 
the Egyptian government has decided to hold the con¬ 
ference as planned. Ironically, only days after their 
decision, the Paleaanian-Israeli conflict showed once 
again just how volatile and fragile relations are. 

The MENA summit of 1995, held in Amman was 
hailed as one of the fruits of the pence process. Israel's 
participation truly made the summit an unprecedented 
gathering and promised to be a fraction of what was in 
store fix the future. Talk of improved political relations 
were at the crux of last year's conference with many 
envisaging complete normalcy. 

Unfortunately, however, not only has last year's sum¬ 
mit resulted in few economic gains, it appears to have 
fallen far short as welL Israel-Palestinian tension this 
week has culminated in the deaths of dozens of Arabs 
and the future seems to be as uncertain as ever. 

The Cairo summit, due to take place on November 
12-14, promises to be far more serious, mature and rea¬ 
listic in expectations. Talk of integration is sure to be 
substituted with talk of condemnation and that of finan¬ 
cial gains with human losses. Indeed, the Cairo summit 
is more likely to be a political event than an economic 
one. ■ 


New, modern face for the 
British Bank of the Middle East 


<x> 


THE BRITISH Bank of the 
Middle East unveiled its new. 
modem face—BritishBank— 
to mark the start of a new’era of 
customer focused, market 
driven culture within the Bank. 

Announcing this, Mr John 
Pascoe, Chief Executive Offi¬ 
cer of British Bank, Jordan 
said: 

“BritishBank. has been the 
leading intematioaalbank porqT- . 
mined, to the. Middle , East fqr 

over a “ceri-.. 

tuiy. Indeed, 
we celebrate 
our 50th 
anniversary 
of operations 
in Jordan in 
1999, an 
achievement 
of which we 
will be justly 
proud. How¬ 
ever, we 
have no 
intention of 
resting on 
our laurels. In a competitive 
market such as this, organisa¬ 
tions must adapt to meet the 
needs of their customers and 
continue to invest hi the 
future." 

“The adoption of the British¬ 
Bank" marketing name," Mr 
Pascoe said, “Is a visual expres¬ 
sion of our commitment to 


BritishBank 

Tbe Brtahb Bonk of die Mkfcfe Bet 
tMtrWBCGmv 


modernize the Bank to ensure 
we retain this position.” The 
Banks lull legal title. Tbe Brit¬ 
ish Bank of the Middle East,” 
remains unchanged 
“Alongside this we have ini¬ 
tiated programmes in four key 
areas; empowerment of our 
employees; development of a 
customer oriented culture: a 
. new. emphasis on customer ser-; 
. vice.' quality; > investment ; Jn 
■.terhnology./md; upgrad|p|, pur 
entire infra¬ 
structure," 
announced Mr 
Pascoe. “We 
are already 
seeing 

progress in 
these areas.” 

The new 
logo—shorter, 
snappier and 
easier to use 
than the 
Bank's fall 
legal title— 
will bring 
greater visibility and impact to 
tbe Bank’s activities. It also 
complements the Bank’s deci¬ 
sion a year ago to emphasise its 
membership of tbe HSBC 
Group by adopting the hexagon 
logo. It will be displayed at all 
the Bank’s offices and on rede¬ 
signed marketing materials, sta¬ 
tionery and business forms. 



(From left), Edward S. Far (Deputy CEO ), J.P Pascoe 
(CEO) and Imad Marar (Corporate Manager) 


BritishBank is the largest 
and most widely represented 
international bank in the Mid¬ 
dle East with 29 branches 
throughout the UAE, Oman, 
Bahrain, Qatar, Jordan and 
Lebanon, an offshore banking 
unit in Bahrain and a represen¬ 
tative office in Jericho in the 
Palestinian Autonomous Area. 
This extensive regional cover¬ 
age is enhanced by its asso¬ 
ciates Saudi British Bank and 
the Egyptian British Bank. In 
addition to its Middle Eastern 
network the Bank has branches 
In Bombay and Trivandrum in 


India and Baku, Azerbaijan. It 
also has operations in London, 
Geneva and Nassau, Bahamas. 

BritishBank is a principal 
member of the HSBC Group. 
With more than 3,300 offices 
in 75 countries 3rd assets of 
over $368 billion, HSBC 
Group is one of the world's 
largest banking and financial 
services organisations. Among 
the other principal members of 
the Group are Hongkong Bank 
in Asia. Midland Bank in 
Europe and Marine Midland 
Bank in the United Stares of 
America. ■ 


Tunisian economy, set 
for a brighter future 


LONDON—IBCA, the Euro¬ 
pean credit rating agency, has 
affirmed its BBB- long-term 
foreign currency rating and an 
A3 short-term rating to Tunisia, 
first assigned last year. 

rBCA analysis show that 
Tunisia maintains a good track 
record for sound fiscal and 
' monetary, policy’ which -hu 
! tanked „ pqbfic. finances; and. 
I tofrtiw i/tydnJsHfcti m a 

■ stable » currency. Combined 
with reforms, good macro- 
economic management helped 
diversify the economy and 
increase its resilience to 
shocks. Thus, despite a pro¬ 
tracted drought flora 1993-95, 
which put pressure on prices, 
imports and government 
finances, tbe economy still 
posted positive growth. 

Tunisia has shown further 
commitment to reform, which 
was started in 1986, by signing 
an Association Agreement with 
the EU. The agreement 
involves tbe gradual removal of 
the remaining barriers to trade 
and is expected to lead to a flee 
trade area in 12 years time. 
Businesses, under government 
leadership, are preparing for 
the challenge. 

Tbe country's external posi¬ 
tion has been bolstered by ris¬ 


ing non-energy exports of man- 
ufactures and tourism. Never¬ 
theless, its trade deficit is still 
high relative to GDP. and its 
Financing relies heavily on tour¬ 
ism receipts and workers’ remit¬ 
tances, both of which are vety 
sensitive to external political 
developments. With the excep¬ 
tion of. textiles, -Tunisia’s other 
roaiq exports are .Also poten-- 


- -u-.ir.-fr lii.. P 

On the other hand, the debt 
ratios are modest in comparison 
with Tknisia's middle-income 
peer group and are projected to 
decline as export and GDP 
growth continues. The debt ser¬ 
vice record is impeccable. 

Political risk is what holds 
Ttmisia's rating down, accord¬ 
ing to IBCA. The past year has 
been marked by increased intol¬ 
erance of political dissent Yet, 
internal political risk is miti¬ 
gated by the near eradication of 
the Islamic fundementafism and 
by social programs which have 
ensured rising prosperity, thus 
pre-empting social unrest How¬ 
ever, the recent political devel¬ 
opments have raised the stakes; 
should the economy falter, 
political unrest may surface. 

Externally, too. Tunisia runs 
the risk of Algeria going funda¬ 
mentalist although this looks 


increasingly unlikely. Should it 
happen, however, fundamental¬ 
ists could harm (he tourist trade. 
This may not push Tunisia into 
default as the economy has 
proved itself to be impressively 
resilient to shocks, but it wotikl 
certainly increase the premium 
on Tunisian risk. 

Tunisia pkmedrtri] economic 
HbttaHzation rn’Mcmfo ATViefi 
“arid The Middldr-BAst'Uflfcfi Hi 
embarked on a structural adjust¬ 
ment programme in 19%. 
Reform efforts culminat'd in nn 
Association Agreement with the 
EU. leading to a free trade urea 
in 12 years. The initiation of the 
free trade proposal by the gov¬ 
ernment leaves no doubt about 
its commitment to the continued 
integration of Tunisia into the 
world market. However, the 
protracted timescale may delay 
investment despite impressive 
official efforts to encourage 
business preparations. 

As a result of sustained struc¬ 
tural reforms and a commitment 
to macro-economic stability. 
Tunisia is now operating on a 
different plane with higher 
growth, lower inflation, u tighter 
budget deficit, a more stable 
currency and lower debt ratios. 
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Highest and lowest performing stocks in the Amman financial Market 


Cairo Economic Summit 
labelled US high priority 
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By George S. Hishmeh 

WASHINGTON—Senior US 
officials have underlined to 
American businessmen here 
the “extreme high priority" 
that the Clinton administration 
is attaching to the upcoming 
Cairo Economic Summit since 
iL is "a vital component" of US 
efforts to encourage normali¬ 
zation in the region. 

* Paul Simon, director of the 
Hftideast Peace Process and 
'Regional Affairs Office at the 
State Department, emphasized 
that the Middle East/North 
Africa economic summit pro¬ 
cess was “a key clement" of 
the Middle East peace process. 
The Cairo Economic Summit, 
scheduled to open on Novem¬ 
ber 12,- he went on, "is on 
extremely high priority for the 
State Department and for the 
President.” 

Judith Barnett, acting dep¬ 
uty assistant secretary for 
Africa and the Near East at the 
Commerce Department, also 
emphasized that “a critical pri¬ 
ority” for the Clinton Adminis¬ 
tration is "fostering peace in 
the Middle East through jobs, 
economic and commercial 
growth." 

The US officials were 
speaking at a briefing Septem¬ 
ber 26 at the Commerce 
Department on the Middle 
Easi/North Africa Economic. 
Summit, which included a 
"project finance roundtable" 
where several officials from 
international organizations 
explained their role in promot¬ 
ing investment in the region of 
200 million consumers. 

Simon and Barnett told the 


American business executives, 
who were urged to attend, that 
the Cairo Economic Summit 
will be held as planned despite 
the bloody events in the West 
Bank and the Gaza Strip of the 
past few days, which in the 
words of Barnett, "have ripped 
all of our hearts." 

They reported they were 
assured of this by senior Egyp¬ 
tian leaders before they came 
to the session, which was also 
addressed by Ambassador 
Ahmed Abulkheir, deputy 
.general coordinator for the 
Cairo Summit; Jordanian 
Ambassador to the US Fayez 
A. Tarawneh. and Gregory 
Blatt, director of the World 
Economic Forum which has 
organized the previous two 
'economic summits in Amman 
and Casablanca. Having said 
that, she continued, "the worst 
'thing that we could do now is 
to desert our friends in the 
region,” and added “there is 
good work to be done.” 

After noting that the region 
was “a viable commercial 
area." she pointed out that 
American companies have for 
decades “made good money 
there and good business, and 
this is an area that we will not 
desert.” 

Barnett recalled that about 

* 160 American companies par¬ 
ticipated. She said that 40 of 
these companies have returned 
to Amman for "a second and 

* harder look," She underlined: 

“I can report today that our 
Advocacy Center is now track- 

* ing numerous projects—just m. 
Jordan—of a total 'value of. 
$1.5 billion in infrastructure, 
telecom, aerospace; and the 


US content is $892 million.” 

Other "dramatic steps” she 
. highlighted as a result of the 
Amman summit are that sev¬ 
eral Middle Eastern countries 
have pushed forward "rigorous 
economic reform programs." 

. Egypt received high marks 
from both Barnett and Simon. 
She said 76 Egyptian compa¬ 
nies are to be privatized by the 
end of next year and the Cairo 
government has reached an 
-agreement with the Interna¬ 
tiona] Monetary Fund that 
“will significantly reduce its 
external tariffs..." 

Simon was more praisewor¬ 
thy. He recalled that in the 
mid-eighties when he worked 
on the Egyptian economy, he 
was "quite frankly” a little 
skeptical of Egyptian efforts. 

But after a most recent trip 
there, he said, he was “truly 
impressed with the change of 
mentality that is taking place: 
the renewed self-confidence 
in.” He added: 

“I have not seen this before. 
It is something new to me and 
1 was very impressed. I think 
Egypt will have a very unique 
opportunity to showcase its 
reform achievements as well 
as its prospects for the future 
particularly in the privatization 
area.” 

Simon started his remarks 
by explaining the two-track 
approach of the peace confer¬ 
ence started in Madrid in 1991 
and how the economic summit 
process was “a vital compo¬ 
nent of [US] efforts-” in the 
Middle East 

He acknowledged that die 
bilateral track—direct negotia¬ 
tions between the Israelis and 


the Palestinians. Syrians, 
anese and Jordunians- 
suffered "some ups 
downs, like we are expert 
ing right now in the rci 
which is obviously a d 
point” 

The economic summit 
cess, as port of the multila 
track, he continued, is a 
element that has had “a i 
steady upward process w 
had fewer bumps in 
Simon added. 

His punch line folloi 
“Basically what I am sayir 
that in addition to thc’d : 
commercial benefits that 
. derive and we are certain 
derive from participation i 
exercise like the Cairo sum 
your presence there, a siz 
presence of US firms, also 
vides political benefits to u 
we move ahead in the o 
parts of the peace process.' 

In the multilateral proc 
Simon explained, the objee 
“is to ultimately institutia 
ize cooperation (through 
various working groi 
between Arabs and Israeli 
expand the ups and down 
the bilateral negotiations." 

In this respect, he cited 
establishment of the Mil 
East-Mediterranean Travel 
Tourism Associui 

(MEMTTA), which had 
inaugural meeting In Ti 
this week, and the Regie 
Business Council, which, 
said, could provide a prb 
sector dynamic, and the IV 
die East Economic Dcvc] 
ment Bank, which continue 
face an uphill fight 
Congress. 

Discussing Egyptian p| 

aL ,, 5 . summil « Ambassa 
Abulkheir said invitations 
being issued to 86 countries 
addition to 25 internntic 
and regional organizations. 


VSIA 
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Modern living in Libya 

On the other hand, the sanctions do not prevent Libya from selling oil, which it has in abun¬ 
dance. With a per capita income of about $7,000—10 times that of neighboring Egypt —Libya 

is, by regional standards, a relatively wealthy country 
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Libya's strongman MUAMMER QADDflFC 


By John Lancaster 

LA Times-Washington Post 
News Sen-tee 

TRIPOLI. Libya—The other day. visiting 
foreign journalists were in\ited to the 
opening of a hospital here. It was a festive 
affair, with waiters serving passion-fruit 
juice and an jppearance by Libya's eccen¬ 
tric leader. Col. Moammar Gadhafi. who 
dressed as a doctor for the occasion. A 
cumel was slaughtered for good luck. 

But the reaf attention-grabber was the 
hospital. The lobby was as elegant as that 
of a five-star hotel, with marble floors and 
sumptuous leather armchairs. There were 
beds for 1.400 patients, state-of-the-art 
German-made CAT scanners— even a 
test-tube-baby clinic. Parked outside was a 
shiny white helicopter ambulance. 

It'was. in short, not what one would 
expect in u North African “pariah state" 
whose main reputation in the West stems 
front its alleged links to international ter¬ 
rorism and. in particular, its refusal to hand 
over two suspects in the 1988 bombing of 
a Pan Am jetliner over Lockerbie. 
Scotland. 

A recent two-day visit to Libya included 
many such surprises, from the CNN broad¬ 
casts on the hotel television set to flying on 
an Air Libya Boeing 727 that somehow 
remained aloft despite UN sanctions, stem¬ 
ming from the Lockerbie incident, that ban 
sales of aircraft pans to Libya. I heard my 
first—and. I hope. last—Libyan reggae 
hand. 

In other words, as pariah slates go. it 
wasn't that bad. 

To be sure, these are superficial impres¬ 
sions. I visited Libya under highly artifi¬ 


cial circumstances, as one of about 50 for¬ 
eign journalists invited by the government 
to"witness celebrations of the 27th anniver¬ 
sary of the military coup that brought Gad¬ 
hafi to power. Our hosts barred us from 
roaming the city without an escort and 
filled our schedule with stage-managed 
events like the awards ceremony for 
Nation of Islam leader Louis Farrakhan. 
this year's recipient of the coveted Gadhafi 
International Human Rights Prize. 

Nor is Libya a prime holiday spot, 
unless you like sutes that combine strict 
Islamic law with the dreariness of Ceau- 
sescu's Romania. .And it is abundantly 
clear that Libya's pariah status has caused 
its own share of headaches. Because the 
sanctions bar international air service to 
Libya, our journey began with a grueling 
16-hour bus ride* from Cairo to Tobruk, 
across the border from Egypt on Libya's 
Mediterranean coast. There we caught a 
domestic llight for the last leg to the 
capital. 

On the other hand, the sanctions do not 
prevent Libya from selling oil. which it has 
in abundance. With a per capita income of 
about 57.000—10 times that of neighbor¬ 
ing Egypt —Libya is. by regional stan¬ 
dards. a relatively wealthy country. *. 

At the hospital, for instance, i fell into 
conversation with a doctor who had gradu¬ 
ated from a highly regarded American 
medical school. Although he grumbled 
about inflation and having to drive five 
hours to neighboring Tunisia to catch an 
international flight, his life did not sound 
so bad. He travels to Europe two or three 
times a year, he said, and vacations with 
his family at Egyptian beach resorts 

N'otw iihstandine Gadhafi's emphasis on 


“Islamic socialism." the government toler¬ 
ates a discreet private sector, including 
stores amply stocked with imported goods. 
“There are private schools, private clinics, 
private hospitals—you can have private 
anything if you want." the doctor said. 
(Most Libyans, of course, cannot afford 
such luxuries: a tube of Close-Up tooth¬ 
paste costs the equivalent of S10. But the 
government heavily subsidizes such basic 
foodstuffs as bread, milk and tomato paste, 
allowing ordinary people to get by. i 

Reporters got a taste of the Libyan good 
life at their hotel. Janzur Village, a state- 
owned beach resort about 10 miles outside 
the capital. True, the service was indiffer¬ 
ent and the dining-room menu never var¬ 
ied: grilled chicken and a romaio-and-lamh 
concoction called "libvan soup." But the 
rooms were air-conditioned, with clean 
sheets and a good view ol the Mediterra¬ 
nean. And if you weren't bothered by the 
sewer outfall at the water's edge, the 
swimming wasn't bad. either. 

(Perhaps a bit optimistically. Janzur Vil¬ 
lage aspires to the international tourist 
trade. "Desired by the businessmen from 
around the World." said the hotel's 
broken-English brochure. “The calm 
waves of fhesea on its shore embrace the 
glittering and Golden Sandies where the 
disk is cuddling the early morning. 

No one. it turned out. likes to Talk about 
politics in Libya. Consider this edifying 
exchange with Mahmoud Mohammed, a 
retired government worker whom 1 
encountered with my official minder and 
another reporter on the steps of Tripoli's 
alabaster-white Al Quds mosque. 

Reporter What do you think of Gad¬ 
hafi's leadership? 

Interviewee: The people arc the leaders 


themselves. 

Reporter. What will happen after Gad¬ 
hafi is gone? 

Interviewee: God willing, we want him 
to stay forever. 

The hospital gala was a sight to behold, 
starting with the camel that glumly awaited 
ils faie just outside the main entrance, legs 
bound with twine and a meat cleaver lying 
at its side. Gadhafi's arrival was heralded 
by the sound of ululating women, and a 
moment later he pushed his way into the 
lobby as nurses showered him with rose pet¬ 
als. As usual, the Libyan leader was sur¬ 
rounded by a retinue of highly irregular 
bodyguards, including ancient desert tribes¬ 
men clutching battered Kalashnikovs and— 
his trademark—a handful of curvaceous 
women wearing bluejeans and semi¬ 
automatic pistolsl 

Gadhafi. patting the petals in his hair, did 
not look terribly well: His eyes were glassy 
and his face was creased and pale, almost 
waxy. But he gamely allowed himself to be 
led through an exhibit of Libyan-made 
pharmaceutical products, including aspirin 
from a plant at Rabtn that the West claims is 
also used for making chemical weapons. 

Sequestered in the beach-front hotel, the 
visiting journalists saw little of Tripoli 
itself, except what could be glimpsed 
through the bus windows. The downtown 
area was handsome enough, with well-kept 
Italianaie buildings from" the colonial era. 
But in general Lhe city seemed sleepy and 
joyless, lacking even commercial advertis¬ 
ing to break the monotony. The only color 
was the Islamic green of Gadhafi's Septem¬ 
ber Revolution. 

I left Tripoli by a different route, taking a 
taxi west into Tunisia. The border crossing 


was a nerve-racking affair, as dour-looking 
guards pawed through my belongings and. 
at one point, asked me to disassemble my 
satellite phone (eventually they thought 
better of the idea). Then there was the cab 
driver, who for music had only one cas¬ 


sette tape, which he insisted on playing 
over and over for most of the five-hour 
trip. 

Perhaps I shouldn't complain. It was, 1 
after all. the Beach Boys. ■ 


X-Rated exports 

Explicit phone 
service goes global 



By Mike Mills 

L\ Times-Washington Post 
News Service 

THERE'S A boom in exports 
under way. in the poor tropicaL 
cdumrv of-* Guyana. Rather, 
rfe&e that X-ports. of a product 
the world can’t seem to get 
enough of—- phonezl sex. This 
year. Guyana's lone telephone 
company could take in nearly 
$100 million from its burgeon¬ 
ing trade in specialized Infor¬ 
mation services, such as tele¬ 
phone sex. as dialers in the 
United States and other coun¬ 
tries place international calls to 
X-rated services in Guyana. 

New technology often has 
unforeseen consequences. But 
few business trends are as 
strange as what has resulted 
from the increasing ease and 
reliability of international call¬ 
ing: Phone sex has gone global. 

Americans who dial up num¬ 
bers for sexual talk with strang¬ 
ers may be reaching halfway 
around the world, often without 
realizing it. This has sent hun¬ 
dreds of millions of dollars 
flowing out of the United 
Slates and other industrial 
countries, expens said, and into 
faceless phone sex operations 
in places such as Guyana, the 
Philippines. Poland, the Nether¬ 
lands Antilles islands and the 
liny African country of Sao 
Tome. For the smaller countries 
these telephone services have 
become an important source of 
foreign exchange. 

It's a huge business for 
Atlantic Tele-Network Inc., a 
US company that bought 80 
percent of Guyana's national 
phone company. Guyana Tele¬ 


phone & Telegraph, for SI6.5 
million in 1991. 

In 1992 it began making irs 
circuits available to those 
offering "adult” chat, sports 
scores, weather, horoscopes 
" and other’audiotext services' 
ATN is incorporated in Dela¬ 
ware but has headquarters in 
the Virgin Islands, where it 
also operates that country's 
phone system. 

"When wc bought the 
(Guyana) phone company, we 
planned to run it just like a 
regular old phone company," 
company spokesman Edwin 
Crouch said. Then, he said, 
“audiotext found us." refer¬ 
ring to the dozens of service 
providers in the United States 
and elsewhere that look for 
offshore places to handle 
calls. “We started marketing 
it and treating it as a serious 
business.” 

In 1991 Guyana was 
receiving no audioiext calls 
from abroad. In 1995 it 
logged 102 million minutes of 
calling, according to ATN. 
That accounted for $91 mil¬ 
lion of Guyana Telephone & 
Telegraph’s total revenue of 
$131 million. The figures 
continue to grow: The count 
had reached 60 million min¬ 
utes of international audioiext 
by the first half of this year. 

Estimates differ as to what 
proportion of international 
audiotext calls involve sex. 
The London-based Interna¬ 
tional Telemedia Association, 
an industry trade croup, said 
only 35 percent, while Jason 
Kowal of Telcgcography Inc., 
a Washington market research 
firm, said the figure is more 


than 90 percent. 

Whatever the split. Guyana 
now is tied with the Nether¬ 
lands Antilles as the world 
leader in a $1.8 billion interna¬ 
tional market for all types of 
audioiext services, according 
to Telegeography. They are 
followed by the little-known 
nations of Niue in the South 
Pacific and Sao Tome. 

The countries are playing to 
maximum effect an interna¬ 
tional payments system set up 
years ago that splits the cost of 
handling overseas calls. Under 
this system, the charges that an 
American pays for dialing 
Guyana, or any other country, 
are shared with that person’s 
American long-distance com¬ 
pany and the foreign phone 
company that picks up the call 
and routes it to the recipient. 

For years, many smaller 
countries have set high per- 
minute rates for incoming 
international calls, in hopes of 
maximizing the revenue they 
get from abroad. Sometimes, 
this turns out to be counterpro¬ 
ductive. because high rates 
mean that fewer people call the 
country. 

But by setting up these chat 
lines, the economics change. 
Waves of new calls arc.gencr- 
aied into the country, placed 
by people who are willing to 
pay high per-minute charges. 
The country's phone company 
then turns around and shares a 
portion of that money with the 
operator of the sex lines. 

In Guyana's case. US long¬ 
distance companies pay 
Guyana Telephone & Tele¬ 
graph 85 cents a minute for 
calls they send into the coun¬ 
try, one of the highest rates in 


the Caribbean. The Guyana 
phone company, in turn, pays 
about 50 cents of that money 
to the audiotext service 
provider. 

In Guyana, the phone com¬ 
pany has taken steps to insu¬ 
late the chat-linc business 
from the country’s population. 
Residents are blocked..from 
calling any of (he services. 
GT&T's Crouch said, and the 
company has a rule barring 
service providers from men¬ 
tioning Guyana in 
advertisements. 

Guyanese political and 
opinion leaders said resi¬ 
dents are barely aware of the 
lucrative revenue stream that 
flows to (he local phone 
company. 

“There was some stir 
about it the year before last, 
hut it soon blew over." said 
W. Henry Skcrrclt. editor of 
Kaieteur News, a weekly in 
the capita] of Georgetown. 
Instead, he said, people are 


too concerned with deterio¬ 
rating social conditions— 
rampant crime, joblessness 
and political instability—to 
worry about the phone 
system. 

Pamadath J. Menon. 
chairman of Guyana’s Pub¬ 
lic Utilities Commission, 
said his main complaint is 
that GT&T has not used 
enough of the earnings from 
chat services to further 
upgrade the country’s phone 
system. GT&T is fighting 
Menon's attempts to get the 
company to reserve 15 per¬ 
cent of ils revenue for this 
purpose. 

“I’m unhappy that the 
large cash flows are not 
being reinvested for the 
benefit of the people of 
Guyana.'" he said. "It 
doesn't matter to us where 
the revenue comes from." 

Crouch said the audioiext 
revenues "have helped 


toward the expansion of 
Guyana’s phone system. 
Guyana certainly has a far 
better telephone system 
today than it did five years 
ago. and audiotext is a sig¬ 
nificant part.” 

Few Guyanese are 
employed as sex chatters, 
experts in the industry said. 
One reason may be that 
many international services 
promise, but do not deliver, 
truly live conversations. 

A call to an advertised 
Guyana number connected 
to a six-minute recording 
promising "live" adult- 
oriented talk, only to refer 
the caller to a number in 
Niue, where a seven-minute 
recording ended with direc¬ 
tions to dial a third number. 
The third number also was a 
recording. The total bill for 
the three calls: $71.33. ■ 


US elections hold no hope for aid 


By Shailaja Neelakantan 

WASHINGTON—Whether it 
is Bill Clinton or Bob Dole, 
one thing will not change fol¬ 
lowing the Presidential elec¬ 
tions in the United States this 
November—(he size of US 
development aid to poor 
countries. 

Both the Democrats and the 
Republicans have an interest in 
seeing foreign aid frozen where 
it is—down from $13.5 billion 
to $12 billion after the Republi¬ 
cans took over Congress in 
November 1994. The simple 
reason, experts say. is that 
unlike in many European coun¬ 
tries. there is no natural constit¬ 
uency for overseas aid in the 
US despite Democratic protes¬ 
tations. And this is an election 
year. 

■The attitude to sustainable 
development has been that the 
developing world should focus 
on self help rather than seek 
outside help." says Mark Clack 
of Oxfam America. 

And although the Democrats 
are perceived as being friend¬ 
lier to development aid. there 


are many in that party too who 
would like to see aid frozen, 
observers say. 

"The Democratic administra¬ 
tion has come down hard on aid 
for sustainable development, 
because they want to (ake the 
issue from (Republican Presi¬ 
dential candidate Robert Dole). 
This November, if President 
Clinton won and later the 
House became Democratic we 
are still not going to see aid 
going back to the $13.5 billion 
mark." says Clack. 

"The national consensus 
seems to be that aid should go 
to promote growth at home 
rather than abroad." says Jona¬ 
than Clarke, a foreign policy 
expert at the Cato Institute in 
Washington and a former Brit¬ 
ish diplomat who has served in 
Africa. “During the Cold War. 
supporters of developmental 
aid were able to make geostra¬ 
tegic arguments in favour of it. 
The US hasn't yet come up 
with a comprehensive post- 
Cold War international 
strategy.” 

Clarks says there is no public 
support in the US for foreign 


aid—if anything, "it's a net 
vote loser here." 

Doug Hellinger. Executive 
Director of the pressure group 
Development Gap. says: "I am 
still trying to figure out what 
(Vice President AI Gore) 
means when he says there is a 
natural constituency for aid in 
the US Maybe he means that 
Americans are good hearted. 
Sure they are. but they don’t 
want to see an increase in aid 
or any aid at all." 

Clack says the only time a 
senator may defend a foreign 
aid bill is if he or she has sup¬ 
porters from a large ethnic 
group which wants money to 
be spent on their country. "I 
know it sounds cynical, but 
they say that but for Israel and 
Egypt, there would be no US 
foreign aid at all." he adds. 

A November 1995 opinion 
poll found that the average 
respondent believed that aid 
made up 26 per cent of federal 
spending and thought 13 per 
cent was a more reasonable 
level. In actual fact, all of US 
overseas spending accounts for 
just about one per cent of the 


budget, with aid accounting for 
a meager 0.5 per cent. 

The Foreign Operations 
Appropriations Bill conceals 
more than it reveals. Of the 
total aid for 1995. Israel and 
Egypt received over 40 per 
cent. But neither country is 
mentioned. 

The US is the only member 
of the Development Assistance 
Committee (DAC) of the 
Organization for Cooperation 
and Development (OECD) — 
comprising 21 of the world's 
richest countries—not to have 
committed itself to the United 
Nations aid target of 0.7 per 
cent of GNP. Among devel¬ 
oped countries, the US aid 
budget is the lowest in terms of 
percentage of Gross National 
Product—0.15 per cent com¬ 
pared to Britain's 0.31 per 
cent. Denmark’s 1.03 percent 
and Germany's 0.34 per cent. 

At the end of January 1996. 
Clinton signed legislation 
cutting bilateral development 
assistance to the DAC by 22 
per cent and multilateral assis¬ 
tance by more than one-third 
from what had been agreed on 


the previous fiscal year. Food 
aid funding is expected to 
decline by a further seven per 
cent. 

"As a result of recent deci¬ 
sion and proposals, continued 
US leadership on international 
development policy in particu¬ 
lar. and global issues in gen¬ 
eral. is in serious doubt." a coa¬ 
lition of development NGOs 
said in a recent report. 

Since 1995. many members 
of the new Republican majority 
in the Congress have expressed 
deep hostility toward foreign 
aid. arguing that it advances no 
interests in their home districts. 

"Many Republicans argued 
that aid must advance the 

national interest, which they 
defined largely in security and 
commercial terms." wrote 
Marc J. Cohen of the Bread for 
World Institute and Interaction 
in the report. 

"Many explicitly argued that 
aid for sustainable develop¬ 
ment and Africa Tailed to meet 
this test. In a year when the 
political effort to balance the 
federal government budget by 
2002 shaped virtually all legis¬ 


lative discussion, aid was a 
tempting target because of a 
constituency that was not mobi¬ 
lized politically, and wide¬ 
spread overesti motion of actual 
levels of spending,.” 

The new focus of both par¬ 
ties is now to lend directly to 
the private sector in the devel¬ 
oping world—or to guarantee 
increased pri va te sector 
investment. 

"This is no good.” says 
Clarke. "It amounts to corpo¬ 
rate welfare." He gives the 
example of post-Apartheid 
South Africa, where, he says, 
"all the money ends up in the 
hands of the contractors, who it 
so happens are Americans." 

Domestically too. as the plat¬ 
forms of the two parties narrow, 
much of Republican campaign 
issues have been appropriated 
by the Democrats. TTie Admin¬ 
istration recently signed a new 
bill dramatically slashing fed¬ 
eral welfare grants in the US. 

As Clack says. 'This is a 
lame year for foreign affairs, 
because it's an election year.” 


Colombia seeking 
tougher punishment 
for drug traffickers 

By Juanita Darling 

LA Times-Washington Post News Service 

BOGOTA, Colombia—Fabio Ochoa celebrated the return of 
his prodigal sons, three men once at the top of the late Pablo 
Escobar’s notorious Medellin cocaine cartel, with the Colom¬ 
bian highland version of killing a fatted calf. 

The 70-year-old patriarch proudly told a Colombian news¬ 
magazine this summer that ffe wouW rdasrenough'pigs’fdr a 
gathering qf 404>ranches of 'fte^Ddtoj’fararly when the last, 
of his three sons was'released from Vhiglf-security prison^ 
near his ranch. 

Now the welcome-home party is over, and Jorge Luis. 
Juan David and Fabio Jr. have paid their debts to society. 

However, most Colombians were indignant to learn how 
little that debt was for men who helped run a cocaine empire 
that paid off politicians, judges and prosecutors—murdering 
those who would not take bribes—and then conducted a cam¬ 
paign of terrorism against extradition to the United Slates. 
The first of the drug lords to voluntarily turn themselves in. 
the Ochoas are also the first to get out of prison, having 
served barely five years behind bars. 

What angers Colombians most is that they are now free 
with most of their fortune intact. 

“It is inconceivable that they go to jail and come out to 
peacefully enjoy their Ul-gouen gains.” said Col. Benjamin 
Nunez, who heads an elite police force in the city of Cali that 
is responsible for arresting drug traffickers. 

Controversy over the Ochoa case has given impetus to two 
new laws that will crack down on narcotics traffickers. 

One lengthens the sentences in drug-related cases, and the 
other makes it easier for police to confiscate the property of 
suspected drug barons. 

The more severe sentences will apply only to people 
arrested on drug charges after the law is passed. Provisions 
related to property will have a much longer reach: They could 
affect even the heirs of Pablo Escobar, the head of the Medel¬ 
lin cartel who was killed in a gunfight with police three years 
ago. 

“Colombian law has been below international standards as 
far as penalties for narcotics traffickers and the legal regime 
for confiscating their goods and property." Justice Minister 
Carlos Medellin said. 

The problem arose in the late 1980s. when Colombia was 
desperate to persuade drug traffickers to turn themselves in 
because, as ftigilives from justice, they were conducting a 
campaign of terror—bombings, assassinations and 
kidnappings. 

At first, the government offered not to extradite to the 
United Stales any narcotics traffickers who surrendered. But. 
that incentive was not enough. 

The government then offered reduced sentences to drug'' 
traffickers who confessed and cooperated with police, in an' 
adaptation of the plea bargains used in the United States. 

But unlike the United Slates. Colombia did not have long 
maximum penalties. Once the maximum sentences of 24 
years or fewer—depending on the charge—were reduced, 
traffickers such as the Ochoas ended up with five years in 
prison. 

"This is an unfortunate case." Medellin said. “Law-abiding 
Colombians were shocked that the cartel bosses received 
such fight sentences.” 

At first, that shock was moderated by the relief that the car¬ 
tel leaders were behind bars. 

However, the realization of how little time was actually 
served hit home when the Ochoas were released this summer 
and went home to their ranches and fancy houses. 

They claimed that much of their property was earned 
through their family's legitimate horse-breeding business. 

Under current Colombian law. goods can be confiscated 
only if prosecutors can prove during a criminal trial that they , 
were purchased with the proceeds of criminal activities. 

Under that strict standard, the government has been forced ; 
to return most of the goods it has confiscated. For example, ! 
from 1989 to 1995, the government seized more than 400.000 
acres of land from suspected drug dealers. About 270.000 
acres of that have been returned. When Escobar died, all 
criminal proceedings against him stopped. 

As a result. his multibillion-doliar fortune passed directly 
to his heirs. The proposed law separates the confiscation of 
property from the criminal trial of a suspect 

The property is no longer dependent on the outcome of 
me anal.” Medellin explained. The property itself is stained 
because it was acquired with money from criminal 
activities." 

Because laws already on the books prohibit purchasing 
property with the proceeds of drug trafficking, all goods 
bought in the past by narcotics dealers—even those who are 
dead, like Escobar, or released from prison, like the 

h °^T wou,d bc sub j ecl 10 the new administrative proce¬ 
dure. These new laws are a good reply, a way to say that 
what has happened in Colombia is serious.” ■ 
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Dahdaleh at 
the FCC 

• Under tit,; patronage of (he 
french :unh.i?,sjdur in Amman 
Mr ltcruurd Bajulei, an exhi¬ 
bition by the Jordanian artist 
{Jiiada Dahdaleh will he 
opened today.«(he French 
Cultural ('enter 

Dahdaleh inut.es her firm 
exhibition alter Maying for 
\ome years in Canada. She is 
a graduate of (he Central Fine 
Art College at Toronto. Her 
pmnling.i depict door- and 
windows as symbols of light, 
and hope 








Tourist cafe lights downtown 
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By Mtinther Hamdan 

Star Staff Writer 

A thorough look at the downtown area of 
Amman suggests an architectural and 
cultural uniqueness. The center of the 
capital is a melting pot where people 
from all over the country can meet. This rendez¬ 
vous, also termed as the heart of Amman, is 
throbbing with life. 

Different dements make up the present image 
of the downtown area. A distinct example of 
that is the cafes which are reflection of how 
Amman used to be. Not only have these cafes 
been places for relief from the hurlv burly of 
everyday life but an important cultural settings 
where poets, politicians and artists used io hold 
discussions and engage in political discourse. 

Because of the detachment of young people 
nowadays from the modem history of their 
country. Ihesc cafes are gradually losing influ¬ 
ence. One reason is because of the construction 
of new cafes in western Amman that are mostly 
visited by young people. This left old cafes 
deserted except by its old customers who feel 
that they belong there. 

Al Rasheed Courts or Eco-tourism Cafe in 
downtown Amman is a unique place. It marks a 
change from (he old and traditional parlours. 
The history of the cafe dates back to 1924. 
Today it combines the magic of the past and the 
touch of modernity. Mostly destined by tourists, 
the cafe plays a big role in attracting them to 
Jordan. "Every tourist who comes to the cafe 
finds brochures that gives him full information 
about Jordan.” Hisham Al ljjeh. the manager 
of the cafe, told The Star. He added that the 
majority of tourists who come to Jordan look for 
the cleanest and cheapest places and "we pro¬ 
vide them." 

Tourists always want to explore new things 
which they have not experienced before. What 
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Al Rasheed Courts or Eco-tourism cafe in downtown Amman 


is attractive about Al Rasheed cafe is its colorful 
balcony. Hardly anybody passes by without 
being amazed by the front wall of the balcony 
painted with almost all the flags of the countries 
of the world. According to Al ljjeh. pedestrians 
do not usually took upward unless you present 
them with something unusual. He said that any¬ 
body who siLs in such a friendly atmosphere will 


feel at home. 

Being an Eco-tourism calc is an unprece¬ 
dented idea. The eco-tourism concept has been 
lately introduced to Jordan where tourists can 
enjoy camping in natural reserves with all facili¬ 
ties provided. Al ljjeh said (hut "we don’t use 
any disposable material in the cafe.” 

Silling in a cafe in the center of ihe country 


1 makes one feel he has control on every- 
• dung surrounding him. It i-just like view¬ 
ing ihe area from a different angle. One is 
j tired of walking in crowded places seeing 
always the same things. In Al Rasheed 
; "you have the chance to look and ponder 
at things from above." 

\ The interior ot the cafe is no less anrac- 
, tive than the outside. Its old architecture 
; remained the -amc without substantial 
changes. AI ljjeh added that "we still use 
; old cups, and Nargiles.” 

; The pleasant atmosphere and available 
| facilities of the cafe is another reason 
. behind tourists’ interest in it. There arc 
j some other cafes in the downtown area 
I but tourists shy away from them because 
"they are not fully equipped and lack 
; cleanliness.’’ Al ljjeh is not only a nun- 
> ager but a friend to ail of the tourists arid 
customers of the calc. He is always there 
to utter tourists books, maps and bro- 
: chures that would help them tour Jordan. 

| He also listens to their complaints and 
I problems and seeks to report these issue to 
the Ministry of Tourism. 

| In Jordan, the tourism sector must grow 
I more. Jordan has the potential to be u rour- 
[ isn't country as it has a large number of 
! touristic sites. The Ministry of Tourism 
must encourage the initiative of Mr Al 
ljjeh and his panners lor playing such an 
important role in turning the downtow n into 
a touristic place just like Petra. Jcrash and 
Um Qais. 

Just as Hashcin Restaurant and Central Cafe 
are major pans of Amman and known for 
almost every tourist, Al Rasheed cafe's contri¬ 
bution to tourism should be highlighted. “To 
make the cafe a tourist information center we 
are planning to go on the internet.” Al ljjeh 
added. ■ 
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AMMAN (Star)—The acclaimed Lebanese 
singer Majdah Al RoumJ held last Thurs¬ 
day a thrilling concert at the Amman 
Inter.Continental Hotel entitled Lailcu Shu- 
rouk.. The concert, held on the occasion of 
the 50th anniversary of the 
InterContinental Hotels and Resorts and 
UNICEF, gave the audience the opportu¬ 
nity to experience the magic of Al Roumi’s 
latest songs. HRH Prince Ra'ad Bin Zeid 
attended the concert as a representative of 
Their Majesties King Hussein and Queen 
Noor. 

Al Roumi sang both her latest and old 
songs to an audience who appreciates origi¬ 
nality. Wearing her blue dress ornamented 


with flowers and pearls. Al Roumi sang 21 
songs which lasted for 95 minutes. She 
started the concert singing Kaitek Wei 
Kluiir. a song that praises Jordan and its 
leadership. The song is composed and 
written by the Lebanese poet lly Shweiri. 

Being the daughter of the famous Leba¬ 
nese composer HaJeem Al Round, she 
could not but sing A fanirra Fi Khuiufi, a 
song composed by her father. Other songs 
that show Al Round's good choice of 
tunes and words arc Kun SaJecqi. Ainak 
and Shon Bahih Ashur. She also performed 
kaluwit, a song based on the poem of the 
Syrian poet Nizar Qabani. 

Majda’s political songs revive the old 
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days of rebellions. They call on every Arab 
to resume fighting against the enemy. In 
addition to her love songs. AI Roumi sang 
Anaqced All Ghiitldb. (Grapes of 
Wrath). She expresses through this 
song Arabs' anger at the lust Israeli ' 
aggression on Lebanon and the bru- ; 
tality with which people were killed. ■ 
The songs states that the criminals ; 
will be punished sooner or later and 
people will lake revenge on them. | 
The main objective behind the ! 
concert is to offer help (o the needy ; 
children of the world. Al Roumi said j 
that singing for children should be 
seen as a "national duty." She sang I 
Tifla Sagheeru. tA Little Girl), u . 
song which is a message from a little 
girl who has caught a dangerous dis¬ 
ease thanking all those who helped 
her. Al Roumi expressed her obliga¬ 
tion towards the coming generation. 

In this respect, all the proceeds of 
this concert and other concerts 
planned to be held ail over the world 
on the occasion will be devoted to 
helping the children of the world. 

AI Roumi concluded the concert 
by singing Beirut Sit Attdunia. This 
.song reveals AI Roumi'$ obsession 
with her country and her wish that 
Beirut rcassumes its past glory. ■ 



Cyprus tourism 
director praises area 

AMMAN iStar)— In its attempt to encourage Jordanian tourists to 
experience the marvels o) Cyprus, the Cyprus Airlines in Amman, 
directed by Mr Awni Mudaeen, held a dinner party last week in 
honor of Mr Clean thus Naftis. director of the Cyprus Tourism 
Organization in the Middle East and Gulf countries. Mr Naftis par¬ 
ticipated recently in the Travel Market ’96 which was held at the 
Philadelphia Hotel. He expressed his satisfaction with his frequent 
visits to Jordan and admiration of the touristic and architectural 
boom Jordan is witnessing. ■ 

Abu Shakra presents 
“Les Belles de Ricci” 


AI Baydar revives ancient times 

AMMAN (Starj—The Near East has the aura of ancient t 

times. The past stands still and things are measured in tens Ugga . n^,f^ ' 

and hundreds of years. _ , . IMS**. '' ^ 

in Jordan, Al Baydar (a village built in the 184U si has that 

aura. It is located 15 minutes from Queen Alia International | V ’ " - • _ *rv. i 

Airport, and 25 minutes from downtown Amman. The old vn- ra;..,; I * I 

lage is managwl by Issam Al Masri and Tarek Qaqeesh. | ^ i 

The souk market used to be die center of Arab towns where B ^ . . C t X" * jt ‘ | 

most business and exchange took place. Like the times before. Bfc- © fVt . ^oj 

Al Baydar souk consists of closely knit small shops that dts- B J V "He ^ t, 1* 1 | 

play the traditional products of the silk road. ■■ - ft ^ J 

When the sheering season starts, village women gather and J&m**"* Jbflffi-. L 

merrily sew traditional robes and home linens, and knit color- * vSR* > ’ "'-vvM 

ful embroidered mgs using the noi. a symmetrical weaving sgj&jjfo ,■ . •‘v 1 * _ l fW\ 

machine. For home storage, natural colored banana leal bax- ’ ^ w ‘ _ 3^ 

kets are crafted all year long. . B8 WtBr , f f\ 

No souk would call itself one without Al Attar; the shop Iff i ■WIT i . »> w W 

that sells spices and the secrets of the bedouin beauty and ^ f 

long life including herbs and plants that have long been used _Jgf35- . , .... j 

lortherapeutic and cosmetic purposes. fs»**^^**£- '■ r -±- -'' -c I 

Bread is home baked on the Taboun la traditional screened ; 

tin stove) giving the dough a unique flavor. Among Jorda s----- 

antiquities, pottery lies abundant, fis variety is a testimony o 

the skjll of the ancients who worked iL golden desert. A snack of Arab pastries like numaUsh and jdtayet 
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AMMAN (Star)—Abu Shakra Trading Agency organized a press 
conference last Thursday al the Forte Grand Hotel for presenting 
the new fragrance from Nina Ricd "Les Belles de Ricci.” Mr 
Rami Abu Shakra. the general manager, attended the conference 
with Mr Patrick Bouchard from Nina Ricci. 

Mr Abu Shakra said; we will always present the latest in per¬ 
fumes and cosmetics, we seek to satisfy our clients. Mr Bouchard 
welcomed the Abu Shakra Agency and presented the new fra¬ 
grance by saying that Les Belles de Ricci is a new fragrance ready 
to break the rules. 

It is the new accomplice for all those young girls, who’ll dare 
anything and arc afraid of nothing, (l is the indispensable fra¬ 
grance from Nina for all those young girls who. in spite of every¬ 
thing. attack lilt: with gusto. 

The perfume i.s an impertinent and refined choice of shimmer¬ 
ing fruit and leafy greenness, of crystal clear fun and games that 
arc quite simply invigorating while developed in Nina Ricca per¬ 
fume’s finest tradition of excellence. It is an amazing and sophisti¬ 
cated choice to counteract set ideas on fragrance. It expresses 
today’s desire to take grim reality with a smile. "Les Belles de 
Ricci” is for all those women that have a young spirit. Mr Abu 
Shakra concluded by saying that this new perfume will be availa¬ 
ble at the eight Abu Shakra’sr showrooms and refined perfumeries 
and pharmacies, ■ 


U e :JtZ gs! 


By Osama El-Sherif 

REMEMBER THE Julie Andrews song in “The Sound of 
Music” about a few of her favourite things in life. Well Julie 
was a modest person who didn’t demand much and Hole 
things made her happy, it seems. But what about a few of the 
favorite things that you and 1 want in life: not for ourselves. 
mind you. but for the community at large. What are the Hale 
things (hat. if fulfilled, would make our world slightly belter 
than it is now. 

I jolted on my scrapbook some of the things rhar l would 
like to see happening in our world. They are little things, you 
see. so no reason to make fun at them. 

i would like to see a ban on plastic bags and a return to 
paper ones, like the ones we used to have before the industrial 
revolution reached Jordan in the early eighties. God only 
knows how many unsuspecting goats perished in our prairies 
after choking on this non-bictdegradablc fodder which now 
punctuates our landscape and may soon replace the Black Iris 
as uur national flower. Environmentally speaking, the advent 
of plastic bags was a catastrophic event and that’s why they 
ore now being phased out completely in most countries. In 
America, for instance, supermarkets and boutiques have all 
reverted to the good-old paper bag. 

Another "litllc’’ thing that i would like to see phased out by 
law from our community is the extremely distasteful bod 
habit of spitting in public. As Jordanians become more urba¬ 
nized one would expect such habits to die out. But not neces¬ 
sarily. This disgusting habit passes almost unnoticed by the 
public to the extent that one gets the impression that it has 
become a socially acceptable practice, in Singapore. I think, 
one faces a fine of about $500 for spitting in public. 1 think a 
city ordinance should be passed imposing a hefty fine on 
those caught spitting in public. 

Moving to a lighter item, another little, tiny, insignificant 
item on my list of favorite things is to decommission, os the 
US Navy would say, ail those pick trucks and army lorries 
which emit black unbumt diesel fuel from exhaust pipes as 
they drive on our streets and highways. Not one serious study 
has been made yet of the amount of pollutants these fumes 
add to the air wc breath everyday. Being caught behind one of 
those lorries as it climbs uphill for even few minutes is like 
falling victim to second-hand smoking all your life—or 
worse! 

These arc few of my favourite little wishes in life. 1 have 
many more; a decent street map of Amman, smiling and cour¬ 
teous public servants. TV talk shows that don’t put you to 
sleep, theater plays that don’t have funny names such as "Oh 
my back" and “A five star government", etc... They don’t 
seem much. I know, and I'm sure no deputy would get 
elected by building his campaign around such insignificant 
wishes. Bui just imagine if my wishes were granted: what a 
wonderful world this could be! ■ 


THE FAR SIDE 


By GARY LARSON 
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"Well, it just sort of wriggled its way up the 
beach, grabbed Jonathan, and dragged him 
back again. I mean, the poor thing must have 
been half-starved” 




"Weil, shucks! I've lost again. 
Talk about your alien luck!" 


Exhibitions 

■ Summer ’96, at Darat al 
Funun, continues till 10 
October. 

■ Basketry Exhibition, at 
Jordan Design and Trade 
Center, continues till 10 
October. 

■ Shajan, by Muhammad AI 
J a loos al Baladna Art Gal¬ 
lery* ends today. 

■ Works by Ghada Dahda¬ 
leh at The French Cultural 
Center, continues between 
2 till 29 October. 


■ Works by Sherin Audeh 
at Plastic Art Association, 
continues till 6 October. 

Films 

■ Prisma, at Goethe Insti- 
tut, 5 October, ai 8 pm. 

■ Stravisky, at The French 
Cultural Center, 7 Octo¬ 
ber, at 8 pm. 

Lectures 

■ God the Architect, by 
Kahtan Ai Madfa’e, at 
Darat Al Fumin, on 6 
October at 7 pm. 
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Take a good look at your friendly, efficient bank. 





h, W 


BritishBank 

The British Bank of the Middle East 
Member HSBC Group 
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German Foreign Minister 

‘We’re looking forward to Berlin’ 


*]AM UNITY DAY 


By Dr Klaus Kink el. 
Federal Minister for 
Foreign Affairs 

ON 24 August 1996. the Feder¬ 
al Foreign Office’s open day in 
its future Berlin home. 15,000 
Berliners and guests from all 
over the world joined together 
in a large and colorful party. 
From the end of 1999 at the lat¬ 
est. Germany's foreign policy 
will be directed from the wer- 
dersche tnarki in the heart of 
the German capital, within 
walking distance of tatter den 
Linden . Berlin's grand boule¬ 
vard. the schossplatz and the 
Friedrichswerder Church de¬ 
signed by Prussia’s great archi¬ 
tect Karl-Friedrich Schinkel. 

By choosing the motto of 


German Ambassador ; Peter Mende 

‘...Our aim is to seek stability in the 
region and we will assist in that goal’ 


EDITOR'S NOTE: On the occasion of 
German National Unity Day, The 
Star's Osama El Sherif talked to newly 
appointed German Ambassador in 
Amman. Mr Peter Mende. on issues 
pertaining to Jordan-German rela¬ 
tions and Germany's stand on regional 
issues sucb as peace and development 
Mr Mende is a veteran diplomat with 
first-hand knowledge of the Middle 
East His last post before coming to 
Jordan was ambassador to Sudan's 
capital A1 Khartoum. Mr Mende is not 
new to Jordan. He served here be¬ 
tween 1970-1971 as a head of mission. 
Excerpts follow: 

On German National Unity Day 

I wjs happy lo witness the whole pro¬ 
cess of reunification from the beginning 
and afterwards. The enthusiasm of peo¬ 
ple on both sides [East and West Germa¬ 
ny] was o%-erw helming. However, there 
developed a kind of a lack of enthusiasm 
because of what is seen as the burdens of 
reunification. But those who are more fa¬ 
miliar with the situation are very optimis¬ 
tic that in the medium and long term, we 
will succeed as a united Germany- 

On learning from the German reun¬ 
ification experience 

German reunification was a very 
peaceful process which enabled us to 
start immediately to set up the structures 
for economic development, democratic 
institutions, the system of law and others. 
Without peace, without stability, without 
order and without honest partners. it 
might be more difficult to achieve lasting 



Mende 

peace for the region. 

On German and European role in 
activating the stalled peace process in 
the region 

The Europeans, and Germany as one 
of the major players in the European Un¬ 
ion, put the priority on economic devel¬ 
opment. But economic development 
needs time, needs stability, needs confi¬ 
dence. We are not so happy about the 
speed of che process now—whether as 
Europeans or as Germans. There are cer¬ 
tain factors responsible for rhat. The Ger¬ 
man government will always try to talk 


to the politicians in the region to show 
reason, to fulfill the contractual and other 
pledges and promises... 

On the 'conditionality' of aid to the 
countries of the region 

Additional cooperation is tied to 
progress in the peace process. The re¬ 
sponsible partners must do their home¬ 
work. then outside cooperation could 
bring fruits. But first of all. it is the re¬ 
sponsibility of the governments of the re¬ 
gion. Outside governments should be 
careful in giving advice: our aim is to 
seek stability in the region and we will 
assist in that goal. How the partners will 
reach such a goal should be up to them. 

On bilateral relations between Jor¬ 
dan and Germany 

German-Jordan relations are excellent, 
between the governments, between the 
leaders, between politicians, between the 
people. So I will do everything to contin¬ 
ue to strengthen these relations 

On the MENA conference that will 
be held in Cairo in October and the 
readiness of the German private sector 
in investing in the region. 

The interest of the business sector to 
participate in the Cairo economic summit 
is even more than it was in Amman. The 
German delegation will be led by the 
German Minister of Economy, and 1 
know from preparations that the repre¬ 
sentatives of business will come to Cairo 
because they are optimists and have a 
positive mood towards the region. ■ 


Hr Kinkel 


’the federal foreign of¬ 
fice is looking forward 
to Berlin’ for the open 
day. I wanted to point 
out that German reuni¬ 
fication is a unique gift 
which has been passed 
over by all too many. 

The return from the 
Rhine to the spree by 
parliament and govern¬ 
ment is something we 
had desired for dec¬ 
ades. It was always 
clear that following re¬ 
unification. Berlin 
would once again be 
the capital and The po¬ 
litical center of Germa¬ 
ny. Thus the way we 
Germans use this 
unique opportunity of 
German unity is for us. ard for 
our friends and partners ubrld- 
wide, a litmus test of our ability 
to shape the future. This ; task 
will be alt the more successful 
if we address it with zeal;vig¬ 
our and self-confidence. 

For the entire world E-erlin 
and the Brandenburg gate were 
the sombre witnesses ro tie di¬ 
vision of our country ard of 
people, not only Germans, but 
also Europeans. At the ame 
time it symbolized hope for 
freedom and the end of divi¬ 
sion. In 1989/90 Germany was 
reunited to peace and freedom 
with the approval of all our 
neighbors. 

Today, for the first tine in 
its history, Germany is sur¬ 
rounded entirely by friend. 1 and 
is respected throughout the 
world as a stable democacy. 
This gives us a sense of grati¬ 
tude and confidence, in lune 
1996 I invited the NATO and 
Russian foreign ministers and 
the other members of the North 
Adamic Cooperation Comcil 
to convene to Berlin. We met 
as friends and partners just a 
few steps away from the former 
Berlin Wall—a historic e/ent 
which even a few years ago 
would have been unthinkabe. 

Our partners abroad are leen 
to know if and how Germany's 
role to the world might charge 
when the 'Bonn Republic’ be¬ 
comes the ’Berlin Repubic.’ 
This is understandable. 3ut. 
sometimes there is also conec- 
ture that the move to Beiin 
will mean that Germaiy’s 
thinking, too. will move east¬ 
wards away from its old friejds 
(semi) indeed. Lhat its politeaJ 
r orientation might change wren 
L Lhe government is no longersit- 
uated in Bonn but in the ne- 
tropolis of Berlin. 

There is no reason for sich 



speculation and concern. In 
our new home on the wer- 
dersche markt we will con¬ 
tinue the tried and trusted 
policy that finally led to re¬ 
unification, predictability 
and confidence-building, a 
sense of responsibility and 
solidarity—these are and 
will remain the characteris¬ 
tics of German foreign poli¬ 
cy. 

As a result of its experi¬ 
ences this century Germany 
is firmly footed in the western 
system of values, and or neigh¬ 
bors to the east want nothing 
better than to join us in this sys¬ 
tem. Berlin is becoming the 
hub of an integrated Europe. 
Germany has found its home 
there as a “European Germa¬ 
ny," which is what Thomas 
Maan wanted it to be, for me 
this pan-European aspect— 
going beyond national unity— 
is the real historic reason be¬ 
hind Berlin as the new seat of 
government. 

I think one of the best things 
about Berliners, apart from 
there vitality, curiosity and hu¬ 
mor. is their ability to see 
things in a calm way. These 
virtues of the old and new capi¬ 
tal become us Germans quite 



Berlin’s Brandenburg Gate has become a symbol of German 
Unity 


well—in political, economic 
and cultural life, in society as a 
whole. Berlin's liberal spirit 
will also help us develop nor¬ 
mal, relaxed view of our united 
country. This is important be¬ 
cause we Germans will need 
this healthy self-confidence" if 
we want to be both good Euro¬ 
peans and good cosmopolitans. 

Today Berlin, the “workshop 
of unity." is at the focus of the 
integration of east and west 
with all the challenges and op¬ 
portunities this entails. Here 
we can experience and help 
shape the process leading up to 
a new era. something few other 
cities in the world can offer. 
This is a fascinating project 
which is worth every effort 
And the Berliners are rising to 


the challenge with courage, 
warmheartedness, chutzpah, in 
a realistic and optimistic way. 
For many people the peace of 
change in Berlin and the new 
Laender is hard to take, but no- 
one will forget the joy and cele¬ 
bration as the wall fell, taking 
with it the whole system of in¬ 
carceration, violence, tyranny 
and surveillance. Since then, 
enormous achievements have 
been made. Berlin can rightly 
be descHbed as the 'capital of 
opportunities.’ Not just Berlin¬ 
ers but also our guests from a!! 
over the world can fee! this 
spirit, and this is why I can just¬ 
ly say as a Federal Foreign 
Minister ‘we're looking for¬ 
ward to Berlin.’ ■ 
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The Jordan German Aluminum 
Est Congratulate The German 
Embassy in their Occasion of the 
German Unity Day 


We Are Agents For:- 

HUECK for Aluminum 
HEROAL for Rolling Shutters 
» SELVE for Motors & Electronics 

P.O.BOX 340887 - TEL. (9626) 893100 - FAX (9626) 891568 
TLX. 23192 ASSAF JO - AMMAN 
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•H Jordan-German bilateral relations 
develop into a higher gear 
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AMMAN (Star)—The relation* 
.jiip between Germany and Jor¬ 
dan is being boosted and rein* 

forced. 

The governments of two 
countries stress that a peaceful 
settlement in the Middle East, 
means political stability which 
will naan economic prosperity 

and development. 

The last peace agreement be¬ 
tween Jordan and Israel and the 
accords related to opening em¬ 
bassies and crossing points, is 
seen by Germany as a '‘positive 
step towards a comprehensive 
peace settlement in the region.” 

German-lord ani an co¬ 

operation is backed by high lev¬ 
el visits made by Their Majes¬ 
ties King Hussein and Qu ecn 
Near to the Federal Republic of 
Germany (FRG). The German 
Chancelior. Hilrnut KhoJ made 
an official visit to Jordan in 
1985. Many German ministers 
also visited Jordan, the Iasi was 
the visit of the Federal Foreign 
minister, Klaus Kinkel to Jor¬ 
dan. He visited Jordan on the 
occasion of the celebration of 
the signing of the Jordanian- 
Isradi peace agreement. 

The two states are seeking to 
strengthen bilateral relations, 
cooperation and coordination 
through the international organi¬ 
zations such as tile United Na¬ 
tions, the World Bank and the 
International Monetary Fund. 

Concerning their commercial 
ties, the volume of trade ex¬ 
change between Jordan and 



His Majesty King Hussein receives Chancellor Khol in one of his earlier visits to Jordan 


Germany lias recorded ;t noticea¬ 
ble rise of 11.4 pereern between 
1993-'94. it was up from DM 
440.9 million 10 DM 491.2 mil¬ 
lion. German imports from Jor¬ 
dan over the same period rose 
from DM 12 million to DM 14 2 
million. This is an increase of 
18.3 percent 

German exports to Jordan also 
leaped by 11.2 percent, from 
DM 428.9 million in 1993 to 


DM 497 million in 1994. 

Germany imports textile 
strings, cotton, readymade gar¬ 
ments and electrical products 
from Jordan, while it exports 
equipment to Jordan. In 1 994. 
they were DM 1/5.9 million, 
which represent 24.3 percent of 
total German expons to Jordan. 

Then comes ears and the auto 
spare pans at DM 89.3 million, 
and chemical products at DM 


58.5 million. 

Other items imponed I rum 
Germany include optical and 
technical instruments. fiMul-.niif 
and agricultural products. 

M»ucover there are direct 
German investments in Jordan, 
until now, are very lew (only 2 
million marks) but there is a ten¬ 
dency to develop this Held ol co¬ 
operation between the two sides 


Frankfurt Messe highlighted in Amman 


AMMAN /Star)—Germany is a pioneer 
in trade fairs. It has the largest number 
of exhibitors and visitors to these fairs. 
Almost each city in Germany has its 
special trade fairs which display the lat¬ 
est in technology. 

Among others, Germany's fairs target 
the markets of the Middle East as poten¬ 
tial outlets for its wide range of prod¬ 
ucts. One of these highly influential 
furs is the Frankfurt Messe. Its repre¬ 
sentative, Mr Peter Thomaschweski, ar¬ 
rived in Amman on a vsist to the Middle 
East which included Saudi Arabia and 
Dubai. Tbe purpose is to update Jordani¬ 
an businessmen on the services the fair 
offers and give a full picture about its 
facilities ...— - - - - 

& press.canferenceiOfganized by Is-.- 
mjjpl A1 Tillawi and Sons Co., at the Re¬ 
gency Hotel last Monday hosted Mr 
Thomaschweski, to talk about the 
adavntages and characteristics of the 



fair. Attending (he 
conference were Mr 
Muhammad Al Til- 
lawi. general manager 
of Al Tillawi compa¬ 
ny, Mr Haidar Murad, 
head of Amman 
Chamber of Com¬ 
merce. and other Jor¬ 
danian businessmen. 

Mr Thomaschwc- 
ski said that the prem¬ 
ises of the fair under¬ 
went reennovation. 

The fair he added has 
10 halls of 25 levels 

spreading, each hail „ ,, 4I _„ . . 

displays certain-prod-- (From Left) AITtlam and Thomaschweski 

atnsnerwpwcflinir- -*• --■ 

ihe fair is owned by the city of Frank- " . _ , _ 

furt and 40 percent by the Slate of 183 events the fair organized m Gcrma- 

Hesse. It received 2.9 million visitors ny and abroad, it has a special 540-room 
last year and 44,800 exhibitors at the hotel and a congress center. ■ 
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since 1993. 

The volume of tinancial and 
technological development co¬ 
operation between the two coun¬ 
tries reached DM 2.1 billion 
marks until April, 1995. 

Added to this, special aid of 
DM 350 million was given to 
Jordan during ihe Gulf war. 

These sums include finances 
given tu Jordan from non- 
gov emmenul organizations for 
development purposes and train¬ 
ing. 

Germany cuines in third 
place alter Japan and the United 
Suites among non-Arab coun¬ 
tries who provide Jordan with 
development aid. 

Presently, the development 
projects focus on the major 
problems in Jordan, •’waier 
shortage " Germany pros ides 
Jordan with financial assistance 
for these projects in addition to 
its support tor a small and medi¬ 
um range uf agricultural and in¬ 
dustrial ventures. 

Moreover, German institu¬ 
tions cooperate with Jordan in 
the field of technical and ad¬ 
vanced development through 
giving consultations to the Wa¬ 
ter Authority, the Ministry of 
Agriculture and the Agricultural 
Marketing Curp. 

Other aspects of cooperation 
between the two cuuntries cover 
health, conservation uf antiqui¬ 
ties tin Petra I. customs, environ¬ 
mental projects and preservation 
of natural resources. 

In addition to this, the cultu¬ 
ral lies between Jordan and Ger¬ 
many are hosed un the German- 
Jordonian Cultural agreement 
signed in 1979. This agreement 
deals with numerous fields such 
its exhibitions to encourage an, 
museums, literature, sports, uni¬ 
versities and cultural institutes. 

There is also exchange and 
sirong cooperation between Jor¬ 
dan and Germany in scientific 
visits and lectures made by Jor¬ 
danian scholars to Germany and 
vicc-a-versa. 

There are some German pro¬ 
fessors who teach German lan¬ 
guage and literature in Jordani¬ 
an schools and universities. 

On the international arena, 
Germany was very active in 
fjelDing Jordan to be favourer} 
bv the'European Union injts 
r system on customs tariffs. This 
*■ is in addition to helping Jordan 
in its Association agreement 
with the European Union. ■ 
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Walid Jarrar Company 


Restoring Grundig 
products to local market 


WALID JARRAR Company is une of 
those famous firms trading in electric in¬ 
struments, satellites and furniture in Jor¬ 
dan. 

In 1995, we have become the general 
agents for the German 'Grundig' compa¬ 
ny in the Kingdom. Since that time, we 
are try ing our best to restore Grundig to 
the local market and promote its prod¬ 
ucts. 

Grundig company basically depends on 
the international standards and qualifica¬ 
tions us a result or its competitiveness. 
This can he emphasized through its slo¬ 
gan “Grundig made for you.” 

Moreover, we have opened a center for 
providing maintenance for Grundig 
equipment in Jordan. This eenter is 
equipped with all necessary cadres and 
apparatus to give maintenance for the 
equipment. 

Walid Jarrar company bad tried its 
best to reinforce ihe attractive image of 
Grundig equipment in the Jordanian 
market. A Tull variety of Grundig prod¬ 
ucts is at the hand of the Jordanian citi¬ 
zens including televisions, videos, stereos 
and others and at a competitive accepta¬ 
ble price. 

There are five shops for these systems 
in the company’s branches at university 
road, Safeway,, AJ-Sweifiyeh, Al-Musdar .• 
and Zarka. Available Grundig products 
include televisions, videos, stereos, Faxi- 
millis. Radios, Satellites, and telephone 
systems. ■ 
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Walid Jarrar 




MOTOR TRADE CO. LT 


Is proud to represent 
in Jordan 
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MOTOR TRADE CO. LTD. 

Since 1952 

Tel. 892855. Fax. 871590, Telex. 21168 - M.T.C. JO 
P.O.Box 299, Amman - 11118 Jordan 
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2010 Berlin vision: only steam exhaust emission 

Daimler Benz’s 
new-style automobile 


BERLIN—Mercedes Benz has unveiled the 
fir*t tuna ion ins research automobile pow¬ 
ered by a fuel cell. The only emission from 
its exhaust pipe is steam. The first standard 
production model will start rolling off the as¬ 
sembly line in 2010 at the latest. 

The idea of hydrogen power as a “clean" 
alternative to the internal combustion engine 
lops the list of research projects for many au¬ 
tomobile manufactures. American carmakers 
cooperate with aerospace companies. The 
Japanese have focussed on the fuel cell since 
the beginning of the present decade. Now, 
Mercedes-Benz has unveiled the solution. 
The research vehicle—named “Necar M"— 
purred its way quietly through the streets of 
Berlin. 

The hvdrogcn-powered automobile is actu¬ 
ally an electro-car. though the electrical ener¬ 
gy required to make it move is produced in a 
fuel cell. In this process, hydrogen and oxy¬ 
gen are mixed in the fuel cell. To prevent a 
detonating gas reaction, the two are not 
brought into direct contact. They are kept 
separate, so that only one of the two gases is 
allowed to escape in electrically charged 
form. The hydrogen side of the electrolyte is 
thus negatively charged, the oxygen side pos¬ 
itively. creating electrical tension that can be 
used as a power source. All that is left over is 
pure water, which ultimately escapes as 
steam through the exhaust system. An added 
advantage is that, the power system is much 
quieter than the internal combustion engine, 
as it does not produce explosions or combus¬ 
tion and involves no moving pans. 

The required quantity of hydrogen is 


stored in a tank housed in the raised roof of 
the test vehicle. The oxygen is drawn from 
the environment. Mercedes sees no safety 
problems. Research engineer AI fens Rennc- 
feld explains that, in the event of a collision, 
the risk of explosion would be no greater 
than with a conventional automobile. The hy¬ 
drogen tank, he claims, is at least as safe as a 
petroleum tank. Rennefeld adds: "We 
dropped the hydrogen tank on to its valve 
from a height of 30 metres. No gas escaped." 

For engineers, hydrogen as a automotive 
fuel is more of a practical problem. Fur one 
thing, there’s no way of providing the gjN at 
filling stations. And very large storage tanks 
are needed. So ways of producing the fuel 
“on board" are under investigation. 

Mercedes currently favours methanol, 
which can be produced easily, efficiently and 
independently of present-day energy sources. 
Moreover. like diesel oil or petrol, methanol 
could be taken on board at filling stations 
then separated into hydrogen and carbon di¬ 
oxide. However, the latter is just the very gas 
that contributes to the so-called "greenhouse 
effect" in healing up the global environment. 
Bul Mercedes Benz calculates that it would 
save so much fuel that Co2 emissions could 
be reduced by half. 

The German company will take a final de¬ 
cision before the year 2000 on whether to go 
ahead and produce fuel cell automobiles. But 
company, chief Helmut Werner is optimistic^ 
He says future “A-Class", models equipped- 
with a fuel cell could start rolling from the 
production line in 2010 at the latest - and he 
offered at "normal" prices. (BZ>. ■ 


Goethe Institut 


Globalizing German culture 


THE GOETHE-lnstilut was 
founded in 1951 to promote a 
wider know ledge abroad of the 
German language and to foster 
cultural cooperation with other 
countries. It is a non-profit- 
making. public-funded organi¬ 
zation with its head office in 
Munich. Under the terms of an 
agreement with the German 
Foreign Ministry, the Goeihe 
Institute is involved in a variety 
of activities in the field of cul¬ 
tural relations. 

Policy decisions are made by 
a governing board with mem¬ 
bers drawn from a wide range 
of professions. As a world¬ 
wide organization with 160 
centres in about 70 countries, 
the Goeihe-lnslitui plays an im¬ 
portant role in providing access 
to German language and cul¬ 
ture all over the'world 

The Goethe-lnstitut's 

branches arc worldwide and its 
17 teaching centers offer 3 
wide variety of German lan¬ 
guage courses at all levels. 

It also organizes special lan¬ 
guage courses for professional 
people who need to use Ger¬ 
man for their work. Summer 
courses for young people com¬ 
bine learning German with a 
varied programme of leisure, 
social and sports activities. 

Leamine about German life 


and culture is an integral part of. 
every language course. At the 
Goeche-Institu. learning Ger¬ 
man means gening to know 
Germany. 

Examinations leading to in¬ 
ternationally recognized quali¬ 
fications in German can also be 
taken at the Goethe fnstitut:- 

■ Zertifikat Deutsch als 
Frcmdsprache—A certificate 
demonstrating a knowledge of 
everyday German awarded 
jointly with the German’ Aduh 
Education Association: 

■ Kleines Deutsches Sprach- 
diplom and Grobes Deutsches 
Sprochdiplam—diplomas dem¬ 
onstrating advanced levels of 
competence, accepted for ad¬ 
mission purposes by German 
universities and awarded in 
conjunction with the University 
of Munich: 

■ Profung Wirtschafts- 
deutsch—a certificate in Ger¬ 
man Business . awarded in as¬ 
sociation with the German 
Chamber of Industry and Com¬ 
merce. 

One of the Goethe-Insiitui’s 
primary tasks is to promote 
German language teaching in 
other countries. It forms close 
links with educational institu¬ 
tions. universities, associations 
of German language teachers 



Program of the 
Goethe - Institut 
October/November ‘96 


1.10. Tuesday: Eulenspiegel - Nasreddin - Joha (Lecture! in 
the Modem Language Centre: University of Jordan, i 1 p.m. 

3.10. Sunday: The integration of handicapped people in the 
community-comparing between German and Arabic 
experiences (Lecture in Arabic language!: in Mafraq. 11 a.m. 

5.10. Saturday: Rauliens Revier (Film: 85 min., engl. 
undenitled > Goethe-lnstitut: 8:00 p.m. 

9:10. Wednesday: Follow up Meeting of the Graduates of 
German Universities Goethe-lnstitut: 6.00 p.m. 

15.10. Tuesday: Introduction to the Project: Agricultural 
Extension and Promotion of Pixsiuction (Lecture in English) 
Goethe-lnstitue: 6.30 p.m. 

19.10. Saturday: The second awakening of the Christa Klages 
(Film: 88 min. Engl, undcrtitled). Goeihe-Institut: 6.00 p.m. 

11.11. Monday: Exhibition inthc RoyaJ Cultural Centre ; 

U 3.11. Wednesda vt*S vWposium.rif'Environ mental. Protection 
ri7.li: Sundayr' Trurnpet-Qiritfr^; in "Cooperation' with” the" 
‘National MusTcfConsflftatoryfConcert> ’1 ' 

For more information call 640993 



During a reception when HRH Prince Ra’ad Ben Zeid handed over the Al Kawkab 
to Dr Dieter Glade conferred by His Majesty King Hussein. Dr Musa Kilani is on the 


and institutes of adult education 
in the host country. Another as¬ 
pect of its work is helping "lo¬ 
cal teachers of German to up¬ 
date their teaching methods. It 
does this by: 

■ Organizing in-service 
training on the latest develop¬ 
ments in German language 
teaching. 

■ Supplying 
textbooks and 
teaching materi¬ 
als suited to local 
needs. 

■ Awarding 
scholarships for 
German studies 
in the Federal 
Republic of Ger¬ 
many 

The Goethe- 
lnstitut fosters 
mutual under¬ 
standing through 
an awareness and 
appreciation of German culture, 
thought and achievement. In 
close cooperation with institu¬ 
tions and individuals in the host 
country, it organizes and pro¬ 
motes a wide range of cultural 
activities in the arts and human¬ 
ities: 

■ Conferences. lectures and 
discussions: 


■ Ballet and dance 
mances: 

■ Theatre productions: 

■ Documentary and fine an 
exhibitions: 

■ Author readings: 

■ Radio and television pro¬ 
duction training. 

Professional and technical 


rAFTHF - INSTITUT 




*1 





support programs are also of¬ 
fered in certain countries for 
people who have attended fur¬ 
ther education and training 
courses in the Federal Repub¬ 
lic. 

Another important aspect of 
its work world-wide is organiz¬ 
ing and running a network oil 
libraries and multi-media re¬ 
source .center?. These provide a 
comprehensive ’ lending, refer¬ 
ence and information service. 


■ ^.Experimental, documen- 
1 iary and feature films: 

■ Concerts of dassicahand—Germany, 

contemporary music, jazz, pop The Gothe-Inslilut in Am- 
and rock: man was founded in 196! and 

■ Music workshops: since that time spent much ef¬ 


forts to strengthen the ties .1 
tween our two countries. 
worth mentioning that in recog-' 
nition of the good relations be¬ 
tween Jordan and Germany and 
our intensive cultural programs 
in Jordan, the Goethe-lnstitut in 
Amman was honoured from 
Germany and Jordan during the 
last years on sever¬ 
al occasions: 

In 1994 Dr Lei¬ 
la Naim vvus the 
first Jordanian citi¬ 
zen and the first 
woman in the 
Arab World to get 
the “Goethc- 
Medaf* in appreci¬ 
ation of her intel¬ 
lectual. cultural 
and social works 
in Jordan and Ger¬ 
many. 

In 1995 Mrs Sa¬ 
mira Goussous. an 
employee of the Goethe-lnstitut 
was granted the "Klaus von 
Bismarck Prize”, a German 
Prize granted to local staff of 
the Goeihe-Institutes abroad for 
their outstanding achievements 
in serving the institute's aims. 

And in July 1996 His Majes¬ 
ty King Hussein conferred the 
Kawkab Medal. Third Degree 
on Dr Dieter Glade, director of 
the Goethe-lnstitut in Amman 
in recognition of his_distijv 
guisKed services in the field of 
culture and in promoting the re¬ 
lations between Jordan and 
German v. ■ 
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Yes, we do improve upon excellence! 





vision is the dynamic driving force at 
Opel. Matched with the imagination and 
experience to turn that vision into reality, 
it has made us one 
of the largest car 
makers in europe. 

A brief look out of the 
window is usually 
enough to show how 
much we have 
achieved. 

Opel j success is based on a simple 
philosophy: Our models have to have 
the very * best in car technology. 

Not necessarily because we set out to build 
faster , bigger and more powerful cars than 
other manufacturers. But to provide Ope! 
drivers with the best available equipment 
for their driving pleasure and safety. 
Ultra-modern research centres and 
production plants build Opel cars that set 
the standards for today and tomorrow- in 
technology. quality\ safety and 

environmental awareness. 
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Arab East Auto Co. 

Head Quarters: Almahatta St. Tel: 651862/3 - 646390/1 
Mecca St. Branch: 863595/6 
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1% Cologne, the place for 
_ > diverse industry 



JIIEKE IS hardly any industry 
k hik.*h could not be comprehen- 
j ¥ f|v presented. ai Cologne 
,iiii"iis 260,000 square metres 
.{ lull exhibiting space and 
ilOOO square meters of oot- 
te(,r area. Cologne already pro- 
ijes the top venue Tor 25 in¬ 
jures. This is not just 
eejuse of its size. Compact- 
-j,, flexibility and convcn- 
rttv:e am also, important factors 
r , wtll as the functional char- 
^r of the center's facilities 


and technical services. Co¬ 
logne's quality as a world mar¬ 
ket place is just not achieved by 
chance but is the direct result of 
a consistent, user-friendly ser¬ 
vice policy. Some 38,500 ex¬ 
hibiting companies and 2,1 mil¬ 
lion buyers from 165 countries 
have learnt to appreciate this. 

Cologne is a great city with 
accessibility. The exhibition 
center is only separated from 
the city center by the Rhine. 
You can get to sec the old town 
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and its hotels by foot, with the 
KolnMesse tram or by ferry di¬ 
rectly across the river, Cologne 
can provide its guests with 
more than 16,400 hotel beds 
within the inner city and over 
60,000 within 50 km. 

Apart from the activities at 
the trade event you will And in 
Cologne cultural and culinary 
delights of world class. Evi¬ 
dence of 2,000 years or history 
is so close together that every¬ 
thing can be reached by fool. 
There is of course the landmark 
of Cologne, the world-famous 
cathedral. No less worthy of at¬ 
tention are the 12 romanesque 
churches, which are among the 
most important in Western Eu¬ 
rope. 

Roman civilisation on the 
Rhine is brought to life in the 
Roman-Gcrmanic Museum. 
Prom there it's only a few steps 
to the ultramodern building of 
the Ludwig Museum, which is 
home, for example, to Europe's 



Koln Messe dates 1997 


l- international Furniture Fair (/MM) 
13-19/1/1997 

l- International Sweets & Biscuits Fair 
(ISM) 

26-30/1/1997 

3- International Menswcar & Casual, 
Young Fashion Fair. 
Hcrren-Mode-Woche/Inter-Jeans, twice 
yearly 

31-1-2/1997 

1-3/9/1997 

4- international Baby to Teenager Fair 
(Kind+Jugend) twice yearly 
7-9/2/1997 

1- 10/2/1997 

5- International Fair for Home Appliances 
and Kitchens (Dotnofechnica, Cologne) 
18-21/2/1997 

6- International Hardware Fair 

2- 5/3/1997 

7- International Fair for Furniture Produc¬ 

tion & Wood Interiors (Inlerzum Kolin) 
1-7/5/1997 


9- International Fair and Congress for Ge¬ 
osciences and Geotecbnology (geotech¬ 
nical 13-16/5/1997 

9- International Gar for Clothing Machie n- 

rv (1MB) 

3- 7/6/1997 

10- International Fair for Sports Goods, 
Camping Equipments, and Garden Fur¬ 
niture (SPOGA/GAFA Koln) 
31/9-2/8/1997 

11- World Food Market (AMIGA) 
11-16/10/1997 

12- International Trade Fair for leisure. 
Sports and Pool Facilities, Design, 
Equipping and Care of Amenity Areas, 
Cleaning and Maintenance (Fsb/areal/ 
KW), Triple Event 

4- 7/11/1997 

13. International Fair for Uphtbalmic Op¬ 
tics and Annual Congress of the WVAO 
(Optica) 

21-24/11/1997 

14. International Travel Market Cologne 
28-30/11/1197 


S •r-' : j" F° r more information, please call the Exclusive Agents of Koln 
... . * Messe in Jordan, Al-Mohanned Trading & Development Corp. 


largest Pop Ait collection. 

Among all these sights, Co¬ 
logne has found room for its 
world-renowned restaurants and 
other earing and drinking plac¬ 
es. This is where you will expe¬ 
rience Cologne at its most inti¬ 
mate. hospitable and typically 
"Rhenish." 

The year 1997 is lull of activ¬ 
ities at the fair. There is the In¬ 
ternational Furniture Fair on 13- 
19 January 1997. This will be 
followed by the International 
Sweets and Biscuits Fair Co¬ 
logne from 26-30 January. 

The Harren-Mode-Woche, 
the International Mens wear Fair 
is held twice yearly, January/ 
February and August. 

Inter-Jeans, the International 
Casualwcar and Young Fashion 
Fair is also held twice yearly 
during these some months. The 
Kind + Jugend is a fair for ba¬ 
bies and teenagers and is held in 
February and March. 

The fair is also about variety. 
DOMOTECHN1CA, the world 
leading appliance fair takes 
place in February every two 
years. 

The International Hardware 
Fair of tools, security systems 
locks and fittings and DIY Sup¬ 
plies is also in March of each 
year. 

This is followed by the West 
German Fine Arts and Antiques 
Fair. This is every two years as 
is held also in March. ENT- 
SORGA. the fair for recycling 
and waste disposal takes place 
in March'. 

In April, there is the Interna¬ 
tional Dental Show followed by 
Ophthalmic Optics and Annual 


HANNOVER FAIR—GERMANY 


- HANNOVER MESSE 14-19 April 1997— IN 1997 the HANNOVER FAIR will celebrate its 50th 

anniversary. Over the past half century the fair has helped to shape technical progress. As the world's largest 
showpiace for industrial technology, it is now a driving force in global sourcing. 

[t*s no coincidence that the HANNOVER FAIR is universally recognized as the world's leading forum for 
i ndustr y Almost half of the 7,000 exhibitors come from abroad (from more than 60 countries), while almost a 
quarter of the 350000 visitors come from outside Germany (from over 100 countries). The Fair provides an 

- ideal framework for a top-level dialogue between business, politics and the media. It also attracts high-ranking 

delegations from all the world’s economic regions. No other trade show offers you better perspectives for marketing your 
company’s products. 






'3 - 6^' 


■ Electrical Automation Technology • Power Transmission and Control • Subcontracting and Industrial Materials • Research 
and Technology • Factory Equipment and Tools • Compressed Air Technology • Lighting Technology (world Light Show) • 

; Production Equipment for Electrical Engineering and Electronics • Industrial Plant • Traffic Engineering • Recycling and Waste 
j Disposal Technology • Construction and Municipal Equipment • (Jordan exhibitors will be present) 

DOMOTFX H-14 January 1997— is the world’s leading trade fair for carpets and floor coverings. 
Everyone who counts in the trade will be there. It’s the place where companies from all over the world showcase 
the latest trends, new collections and product developments to a high-calibrc trade public. 

Ranee of Exhibits. 

Hand-made Carpets and Rugs • Machine-made Woven Carpets • Textile Floor Coverings Wall-to-wall • PVC. 
Vinyls Linoleum. Cork. Jute Felt • PoJyster Indoor and Outdoor Coverings • Parquet Floors • Contract Floor¬ 
ing Fibers, Yams and Textiles • Application and Installation Technology • Equipment. Tools, Adhesives and 
Machines • Accessories andFittings • Shop furnishings and display facilities • (Jordan exhibitors will be present) 

CEBIT 13 -19 March 1997—T he world’s biggest fair for office, information and telecommunications 

technology_is the outstanding event in the business calendar. In 1995 over 6,100 exhibitors from almost sixty 

countries played host to well over 750,000 visitors. No other fair presents such a concentrated overview of 
what’s available on the world market. 

Ranee of Exhibits 

Information Technology • Network Computing • Computer integrated manufacturing •Software Consulung 
and Services • Telecommunications and Satellites • Office and Bank Technology and Equipment • Security 
Equipment • Card technology • Computers and Peripherals and Accessories • Research and Technology Transfer. 

(Jordan exhibitors will be present ) 

t icna A lnterHfW.7. 5-10 Mav 1997—crescms the world’s largest and most A 
comCTdiens i V e*mTay of machinery and ^Tp^ ifor the forestry and wood industnes. 

Ranee of Exhibits 

Forestry and Sawmill Machine, y and Equipment • Procession of Solid Wood •Wood Materi- --'w' 

als and Veneer Production Equipment • Carpenters and Joiners Equipment • furmture produc- 

tion^quipment • AH Wood Related Products • Prefinished Products for the Building Industry - 

Prefinislied Products for the Furniture Manufacturing • Coating and Surface Treatment m Fil¬ 
lings and Accessories • Plant for Drying Sawn Timber • 

— rxrrrDUACPTTiT Inne 1997—■ The leading international exhibition for hospitals, outpatient clinics 

and S^ntres — attracted 1.930 exhibitors from 42 countries in 1995. No other event embraces such a 

H SoadlSwSm or equipment, products and technology for hospitals, homes and rehabilitation centres. All the 
major manufacturers and suppliers from all over the world exhibit here. 

J Ranee of Exhibits. 

Annlhnces • Medical Instruments, Equipment. Systems and Apparatus • Medical Consumer 
-—-- * ^Amamis. Emergency Equipment • Rehabilitation and Orthopedics • Fur- 

! Specialist Literature and other Media • Medical Design and Manufacturing Europe • 

; ConqtotT mrf* a.q mhpr 3996— With its unique focus on building services, construction tech- 

commercial and industrial development, housing, public boilings and shopping centre, 

R anee of Exhibits 

• Solar Energy, Heating, Air Conditioning. SaruMfi| n, ^^^ a p^^ C ^ S |^^^^ighting d ttoigns and Systems • Window, 
^ ; commercial and Area Management • Planning and Software for Facility Managemen 

O’ ^ - ~ V v Rnfresentatives ojU ANNOyERrmRS in Jordam ~ 

Co > ud:! % el: ' W8952--Fax: ' 7:776 ll- == ^ 


Congress of the WVAO. This 
is yearly and takes place in No¬ 
vember. 

In May there are fairs on fur¬ 
niture production and the Geos¬ 
ciences and Geotechnology. 
This is followed by the roof¬ 
ing, wall and insulation tech¬ 
nology. 

The International Trade Fair 
for Clothing Machinery will 
take place in June. It is held 
every three years. 

The trade fair has become 
famous for its music. In Au¬ 
gust. it has a fair for pop music 
and entertainment. 

In line with the summer ac¬ 
tivities there is a fair on sports 
goods, camping equipment and 
garden furniture in late August. 
early September. At the same 
time, there is the International 
Garden Trade Fair. 

Photokina. World Fair for 
Imaging, which takes place 
every two years is being held 
in late September. This is to be 
followed by the International 
Bicycle in October 

Cologne is a goldmine for 
stamp collectors. This is the 
object of the next fair. The In¬ 
ternational Fair for Stamps. 
Coins, Telephone Cards and 
Accessories is held in late Oc¬ 
tober every 2 years. This will 
be followed by the Musicians' 
Meet also in October. 

Towards the end of the year 
there are also fairs on sports 
and pool facilities, on design 
aijd care cf amenity areas, on 
cleaning and maintenance, 
food technology, art and model 
railways. ■ 


Germany 
in brief 


GEOGRAPHICAL LO¬ 
CATION: Situated in 
Central Europe, Germa¬ 
ny bis common borders 
Wltb Denmark, the Neth¬ 
erlands, Belgium, Lux¬ 
embourg, France, Swit¬ 
zerland, Austria, Ibe- 
Czech Republic and Po¬ 
land 

■ Total area: 356^54 sq. 

■ Jem. •. • 

■ Population: 8125 mil- 
. lkm (4L8 mOtton women, 
395 mlHfcm m e n; more 1 , 
than tibc minion foreign- 

■ ers). Population density: 
228 people jper sq-Rm. 

■ Constitution: Basic 

■ Law of the Federal-Re¬ 
public of Germany of 23 
May 2949. .. 

■ Type of State; Federal 
. state with 16 constituent 
- Lander. After the first 

free elections in the for¬ 
mer German Democratic 
.Republic (GDR) on 18 
March 399tV : .lbe mem¬ 
bers of the Votiolqmiiiier 

(the GDR . parliament 
4%oted to establish'' live 
new Lander. On 3 Octo¬ 
ber 1990, the GDR—and 
thus the Lander Bran¬ 
denburg, Mecklenburg- 
Western Pomerania, Sax¬ 
ony, Saxony-Anhalt and 
Thuringia—acceded to 
the Federal Republic of 
Germany. The II bor¬ 
oughs In the eastern part 
of Berlin were united 
with the Land of Berlin. 

■ Parliament: German 
Bundestag. The deputies 
are elected in general, di¬ 
rect, free, equal and se¬ 
cret elections. The Bun¬ 
destag is elected for a- 
four-year term. Plenary 
sessions are chaired by 
one of the five members 
of the Bundestag Presidi¬ 
um. 

Parliamentary work is 
largely carried out by the 
committees of the Bun¬ 
destag, each of which is 
responsible for a specific 
Odd of activities. 




jVi'lAH UNITY DAY 


Aerospace industry stakes hopes in Berlin 

Backing for the 
European Super Airbus 


BERLIN—All eyes in the German aero¬ 
space industry are once again focussed on 
Berlin. Great hopes are placed in the 
planned expansion of the Airbus family. 
Research Minister Jurgen Ruttgers has 
pledged io back the project if other conn- 
tries participate in its funding. 

Speaking at the International Aviation 
and Space Exhibition *96 (ILA) in Berlin, 
he said basic groundwork had been done 
to secure the future of the European avia¬ 
tion and space industry. In the civil avia¬ 
tion sector, he went on, the Europeans 
could be pleased with the success of the 
Airbus, a joint European project which 
now held one third of the world market 
for large aircraft. 

The strength and flexibility of the par¬ 
ticipating countries and companies would 
be tested in the planned expansion of the 
Airbus family to include the large- 
capacity A3XX, capable of earning more 
than 550 passengers. “Without a product 
in this sector. Airbus would be at a per¬ 
manent disadvantage," Ruttgers warned. 

Manfred Bischoff, president of the 
German Aviation and Space Industries 
Federation tBDLl) pointed out that, in 
the first quarter of 1996, Airbus pro¬ 
duced 141 aircraft—more than in the 
whole of 1995. The industry could again 
look to the future with more optimism, 
particularly because of the rapidly rising 
volume of passenger and freight move¬ 
ments in the civil aviation sphere. He 
forecast that another 15,000 aircraft 


would be required in civil aviation in the 
next 20 years. 

BischotT said that, with a low of 16.8 
billion DM in 1994, the industry’s turno¬ 
ver had dropped by around DM 10 bil¬ 
lion in a mere three years. But now, the 
BDL1 expected growth-rates of nine and 
8.5 percent respectively in 1996 and 1997. 
“However, favourable market develop¬ 
ments must not blind us to the fact that 
the German and European aerospace in¬ 
dustries are confronted with huge indus¬ 
trial and political challenges.” He called 
for a strengthening of the industry’s in¬ 
ternational competitive power, particu¬ 
larly in view of the fact that foreign com¬ 
petitors were planning more and more 
cost-cutting programs. He advocated that 
about another 7,000 jobs be dispensed 
with in the German aerospace industry, 
which employed almost 57,000 people al 
the end of 1995. 

It has meanwhile been announced that 
Reintaofd Ewaid is to be the next German 
astronaut in space. He's scheduled to join 
a team aboard a Soyuz space vehicle due 
to be launched in mid-December to link 
up with the Russian MIR space station. 
The German-Russian mission will last 
more than 18 days and carry out a pro¬ 
gramme or about 47 projects in the life 
and material sciences and navigation and 
conduct operational tests geared to future 
missions involving the international space 
station. The astronauts will remain in 
space over Christmas and New Year. ■ 


BRflun 


Buy BRflUll and 

pay in 
Installments 


You can buy any Braun 
product and pay in monthly 
installments today and until 
end of October 1996 at the 
Braun Center next to 
Commodore Hotel in 
ShmeisanL 

■ Also Get 

20% 

Discount on all Braun spare parts 
purchases at Braun Service Center 
Shmeisani 

Tel 663576 jmm 


BRflUll 


The 


Star 


Jordan's political, economic 
and cuKiaal weekly 

On Line 


http: www.arabia. 
com/star. A, 


Go to E-arabia and select the News Tower., 
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Ways to Myth 

International Dance Festival at Stuttgar 


IRMAM UMDTY DAY 


German capital builds for the future 

New transport links attract 
visitors and investors to Berlin 


BERLIN—"Berfcn is Europe's biggest build¬ 
ing site," said Eberhard Diepgen. Governing 
Mayor of the German capital, pointing as an 
example to the 1,200 construction cranes vjsi- 
, ble over a wide area. Work is in progress on 
around 2.000 excavated sites, the largest at 
Potsdamer Platz. measuring 11,00 square me¬ 
tres. v 

A desolate area during the years of Germa¬ 
ny's division, criss-crossed by barbed wire and 
cqpcrcte. it is destined to resume its role as the 
bustling centre of the metropolis. World- 
famous firms such as Daimler-Benz or Deuts- 
cber Bank are settling here. The “KaisersaaT 
—-the imperial hall of the old Esplanade ho¬ 
tel—forms the centrepiece of a new complex 
es^dished by the Sony technology concern. 
FfPtechnical reasons, the l*800-ton banquet¬ 
ing hall—in which the German Kaiser often 
took meals at the beginning of this century— 
had to be moved from its original location, 
shifted and turned around on an air cushion. A 
large underground station forming the conflu¬ 
ence of tunnels carrying both inner-city and 
tnjnk services is under construction below the 
square. 

"Galaries Lafayette"—the Paris department 
store renowned for exquisite fashion and fine 
foods—has already opened a branch on the 
second major construction site on Friedrich- 
strasse in the former eastern part of the city. 
American investors are setting up businesses 
ardund the Lauder cosmetics concern at a cost 
of more than DM 1 billion at the site of 
"Checkpoint Charlie," the nowf almost legen¬ 
dary east-west crossing-point in the Berlin 
Wall for diplomats and westerners. 

The new German government quarter is un¬ 
der constructioirtjrrbothr banks on a bend t>f— 
the Spree river. In the immediate vicinity, par- 


in the reconstructed 
ancillary buildings 4 

e ^- *1 


iiamentarians will meet 
“Reichstag" and the 
grouped around the erstwhile seat of Germa¬ 
ny's firs: democracy. The Federal Chancelor’s 
official residence will also be built in the same 
district. The new seat of parliament and gov¬ 
ernment will be fully ready to function at the 
turn of the centuries. 

The various construction projects have in¬ 
spired competition among world-famous archi¬ 
tects such as Renzo Piano. Oswald Mathias 
Ungers. Richard Rogers and Arata Isozaki. So 
it's no wonder that "building site tourism” Ho 
quote Governing Mayor Diepgen) is booming. 
Guided tours dubbed “strolls though the build¬ 
ing sites" are highly popular. Frank Schmei- 
chel. marketing director of the “Checkpoint 
Charlie Group," has invented a new art form 
known as “Building site culture." Some 180 
entertainment artistes from throughout the 
world have scheduled performances lasting a 
total of 800 hours during the summer of 1996. 
The oprganisers say a construction site can be 
more than just a noisy, dusty traffic hindrance. 

Links with the world- will be improved 
through the construction of a central airport in 
Schonefeld, on the binges of the city. In do¬ 
mestic travel, this will have a competitor in the 
form of a super-modem magnetic suspension 
rail service between the Berlin government 
quarter and the north German port of Ham¬ 
burg. The “Transrapid” is designed to cover 
the 280 kilometers in just under one hour, trav¬ 
eling at speeds of up to 400 kph. The first sec¬ 
tion of the railway is due for completion by 
1998, the remainder by 2005. This should 
make the Transrapid between' Hamburg and 
Berlin the first scheduled service of its kind in 
the world. ■ 


Inter Nationes 


“OF THE Necessity of Being 
Just Where One Is" is the title 
of a piece the Portuguese writer 
Rui Horta. who works in Frank¬ 
furt. created for the EnDanca 
dance troupe from Brazil. Rath¬ 
er than just characterizing a sin¬ 
gle work that ambiguous title 
could have been the program¬ 
matic title for the whole of the 
two-week international dance 
festival organized by Stutt¬ 
gart's cultural office in August. 

Like the first such venture 
two years ago, artistic director 
Johannes Odemhal invited a 
broad spectrum of dancers from 
all over the world to investigate 
“Languages of the Body.” Fol¬ 
lowing “Nature in the Head" in 
1993. interest was specifically 
focused this time on “Ways to 
Myth." 

The artistic program—with 
such celebrated names along¬ 
side EnDanca as the Luanda 
Childs Dance Company (New 
York), Suraja Hilal (Cairo), Cia 
Vicente Saez (Valencia). Meg 
Stuart (New York), and Jan Fa- 
bre (Antwerp)—(Antwerp)— 
showed how different these 
ways can be. or rather how di¬ 
verse the starting-points and the 
outcome must therefore be. 

Among the highpoints cer¬ 
tainly were Kofi Koko, a Par¬ 
is-based artist from Benin 
whose dancing presented his 
homeland's animist rituals and 
voodoo tradition, and the Flem¬ 
ish multi-talented Jan Fab re 
whose "Hen dood normal 
vrouw" (A Boringly Normal 
Woman”) was his third text for 



the theatre. Is it possible for the 
spectrum to be broader, for the 
artistic approach to be more 
contrasted? Here the African 
dancer whose argumentation 
grows out of a vital and imme¬ 
diate body language, and there 
the 80 minute monologue of a 


woman in search of her (fe¬ 
male?) identity. 

What Els Dekeukelier — 
ideal casting as in Fabre's earli¬ 
er pieces— achieves on stage is 
more than a meteoric cascade 
of (Flemish) words—; there is 
also her compelling gestural ex¬ 


pressivity. which equals the 
visual fascination of Kofi 
Koko. She is the enraptured 
goddess, the shy young girl, the 
lascivious woman in the best of 
her years, the bent old crone 
with a stick, and the witch rid¬ 
ing her broomstick and hissing 
incantations. 

Words develop into inter¬ 
changeable set-pieces. What re¬ 
mains is the myth of woman in 
all her uncertainty and strength, 
given tangible expression in the 
actress's movements. 

“Anyone who cannot dance 
disgraces the family." With 
those words the voodoo priest 
in a documentary film present¬ 
ed in the symposium accompa¬ 
nying the festival summarizes 
one of his culture's fundamen¬ 
tal experiences. “Migration, 
Myth, and Culture—Borderline 
Experience of Body and Lan¬ 
guage” was the ambitious title 
of an event intended to supply 
the theoretical superstructure 
for danced reality. 

The initiator's thesis was (hat 
“dancers are the migrants of 
modern society.” Dancers ex¬ 
perimented with bodily border¬ 
line experiences and were thus 
said to be capable of giving ar¬ 
tistic form to the phenomenon 
of migration, which has be¬ 
come a reality for millions of 
people today. 

A number of scholars, critics 
and theater practitioners were 
called in to present their views 
but it was astonishing to ob¬ 
serve how incapable linguistic 
discourse is in this area. What 
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Berlin theatre scholar Joac 
Fiebach, Lowen cultural 
searcher Radi Lawmans, H 
burg sociologist Uli Bieka 
psychologist and therapist 
chaela Olzelsel, dance c 
Edith Boxberger, and Dr 
K laic, director of the Net * r,v 
lands Theatre Institute, hai * ■ 
say threw light on impoi ( 
and interesting themes wi f .... 
cultural identity and deal! 
with the unfamiliar, but did 
add up to something con 
sive. 

What seemed realizable 
stage—bridge-building 
tween Africa and Europ 
retreated into unattainable 
moteness in the discussion, 
alogue did not develop beta 
the experts and Olympe B 
ley-Quenum, African wf 
and Kofi Koko’s fellow co 
Hyman, who vehemently 
eloquently represented his. 
don's cultural traditions. 

Nevertheless, the Stutq 
symposium was justly supp 
ed by the Institute for For 
Relations (IFA) and __ . 
by UNESCO as a contribnt^' 
towards the World Decade » 

Cultural Development. " 
concepts of myth and nrigntt“'" V V r 
open up a broad area of cuta“; 
discussion for the future, - - 

tainly too broad to be cove".; . V. 
within such an event Yeti''’ 1 
good to know that this topic q) 
at least been raised since . 
above all necessary to be;',, 
where one is. ■ 
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Keeping it simple but elegant 

The German Fashion House in Ammai 


SUN3i? 


KAREMAN BOUTIQUES are 
located in the Jaber Shopping 
Center. It could not be in a bet¬ 
ter position to maximize their 
cooperation with German Fash¬ 
ion Houses. 

Mrs Kareman Saadeddin is a 
young ambitious woman who 
has persuaded prominent Fash¬ 
ion Houses in Germany such as 
JOSEPH JANARD. BERND 
BERGER. VIVENTY, COL¬ 
LECTION M, W1LLE AND 
PPEP to be their sole represen¬ 
tative in Jordan. 

The range is from classic 
wear to sport and casual wear 
plus a wide range of body wear 
and legging. The famous spe¬ 
cialized * <r 'Ger man “~eompanyr' - 
WILLE and PPEP, in produc¬ 
ing casual and classic ladies 



Everywhere 


No matter the kind or size of the air cargo you might be sending, or receiving, you can be sure that 
Aramex will handle it "the Aramex way": in-shape and on-time. Because our international offices and 
alliances are linked to a sophisticated state-of-the-art global network that can track your height 
anywhere in the world, thus keeping it under close control; let alone our quick customs clearance 
that'll make life a lot easier for you... and your air cargo. At Aramex, we have the size to handle the 
volume of your shipment, the technology to keep it in control and the international experience to 

id, it 


know our way around the world. Indeed, it's a small world and that's why our cargoes everywhere. 


Air Cargo By MRAMEX 

It’s A Small World. 


TeL 687471 664590 Fax, 606826 



wear for medium and big sizes 
makes the range of the Kare¬ 
man Boutiques complete. 

Mrs Kareman said it was not 
easy to gain the confidence of 
these German companies, espe¬ 
cially those of the veiy high 
standard, but I have it since 
they know my husband Dr Faw- 
zi who had been a banker for a 
long time in Germany. My hus¬ 
band has arranged the first step 
and I continued with hard work 
and energy. I work very hard 
but I enjoy my work. It is really 
a hobby. 

Knowing the Jordanian mar¬ 
ket is essential for this kind of 
business. We follow up and vis- 
’it exhibitions and fashion shows 
and compare designs, finishing 
quality and prices worldwide 
and try to have the best for the 
benefits of our customers and 
friends in Jordan. Our German 


partners appreciate our position 
and cooperate with us accord¬ 
ingly. 

We choose the range of mer¬ 
chandise and check and control 
quality, also with the help of 
our German partners and if 
everything passes, the goods 
are shipped. 

The ability to adopt to chang¬ 
ing markets and to understand 
customers needs has helped me 
to move away from the tradi¬ 


tional fashion business 
to a niche that requires 
creativity, taste and feel¬ 
ings for quality/price re¬ 
lation. My customers 
and friends are my best 
advisors, some of them 
are so engaged that they 
participate in our deci- 
sions-making strategy. 
My customers and my¬ 
self have created a very 
special atmosphere in 
our shops. The German 
say “Arbeit soli Freude 
machen” w/c means 
“work should create 
pleasure.” and that is 
really true and can be 
reality if you also coop^' 
erate with your custom¬ 
ers. 

Our strategy is 
straight forward: under¬ 
stand the needs of our 
customers through per¬ 
sonal contact and their 
comments and we trans¬ 
late this in taking part in 
several top exhibitions 
worldwide and choosing 
what will meet the re¬ 
quirements of our 
friends and customers. 

1 have found that re¬ 
sponse has been very 
good. ■ 
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Jaber Shdpping&effier, Mecca Street 


• AMMAN (Petra)—1 
German government dee 
ed to acredit a new prej 
to support Jordanian M, 
try on basis of tedraob 
transfer and loans for J 
rfan fan citizens wishing 
establish s mall and medi 
Industrial projects. The p 
ject comes within the fW 
of German support for J> 
dan in the phase of p» 
and as apretiation foe > 
atmosphere of stabifity a 
democracy in Jordan vrb 
requires parallel econo* 
growth. 'Hie German S 
eminent has $ f 

thousand for tins prtf 
which will started ® 
week. The area of the J* 
ject will include Jor ® 
Egypt and Palestine «i 
first stage to be expand*"} 
the future. 


The 


Star 





THE 

STAR 


Tel 



645380 
Fax. 
648298 























5*162 


St »% 

the «», 

Kofi tk. j 
m^d H 

l.Ute . 

»K» r.f OUrp ._ ?*Wll 'ilS* 1 


2 OCTOBER 1996 


WTJZ& ' W 

PyJmMAJ AMMAN SUITES HOTEL 


THE STAR 15 




1 ua- 

Bing *£«&& 

St 

^>n m 

ingth. ^ItUraU^L^ 

,nthe Sfi$£f 

$s 

ss 

>n )Pa- retreated^ fc* 

^ n - *Si?*t?* 

•* "Sv? 
as &£$ 

""•«435g-- 

a that Nevei 'ltter' ' 
us of 

rs ex- M by the ijr***. 
order- J eI *ioiB flES^S- 
e thus ky UNEsm 
ng ar- 

Ttenon Cultural hJJ*?. 

305 ^aCjw 
discussion jjtfr 

cnucs ^ytoobl%. 
were within suthj^p.- 
views good tobttto *X ? 


welcoming <* personal attention 
*£$ t££EPOR AJJ,. SEASONS _. 


sfeutf A dutning room . comfortable bed rooms taiettile ehanneb/dfmet telephone, 
z* kitchen iritkaa utensils you may need) ■ ■ 

1 +~ Suitable prices. 

'*r^W^giyeyeu 24 hrs services. ‘" ".f : . 

reservation - Travel arrangements - Booking at restaurants. ■ 
yfc^&tcrcditcards are honored. , ~ -i-. .V ..V 

Celebrate whatever occasion you have in our Coffee shop at Othdo Terras. 

;£-iZ:S^ r 7f^':-- ‘ ’ . WflFTUS TOXjM&XZ SU3&WSES . * “ 

^r^-- ~ :-- i --_7- ::..Thff* AlaliTel. 837175-837172 


SWlArtiman cinemas 

sJ \^y < s 

Philadelphia (tel: 634149): 

The Hunted 
Plaza (tel: 699238): 

NaSSer ‘56 (Arabic) 

Concord I (tel: 677420): 

Up Close and Personal 
Concord II (tel: 677420): 

Eraser 
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Programs on JTV 
from 5 -12 October 
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ENGLISH PROGRAMS 

SATURDAY 

2:00—Teletext 

3:00—Holy Koran 

3:05—Moo min 

3 JO—UEFA Football Match 

5 : 00 —French Programs 

7 JO—News Headlines 

7:35—Baker's field 

8:00—The Album Show 

8:45—Miami Vice 

9:30—Prism 

10:00—News at Ten 

10:25—The Bold And the 

Beautiful 

11:15—Feature Film 
. SUNDAY 
2:00—Teletext 
3:00—Holy Koran 
3:05—Fjevels American Tails 
3 JO—Just The Job 
3:45—Mae & Mutley 
4:00—Italian Soccer 
5:00—French Programs 
7 JO-^News Headlines 
7-35—Cinezna.Cinema 
.8:00—American Chart Show 
8:45—Fresh Prince of Bel Air 
9:10—Blacke’s Magic 
10:00—News at Ten 
10:25—dazzle (Best Seller) 
12sQ0—Short Story Cinema 

MONDAY 

2:00—Teletext 
3:00—Holy Koran 


3:05—Adventures On Rain¬ 
bow Pood 

3 JO—UEFA Football Match 
5:00— French Programs 
7 JO—News Headlines 
7 J5—The Hypnotic World 
of Paul McKenna 
8:00—Deep Probe Expedi¬ 
tions (Doc) 

9:10—The Lazarus Man 
10:00—News at Ten 
10:25—The Bold & The 
Beautiful 

11:10—Bodies Of Evidence 

TUESDAY 

2:00—Teletext 
3:00—Holy Koran 
3:05—Iris-Tbe Happy 
Professor 

3:25—Captain Planet 
3:45—AIT 

4:10—Road to Avonlea 
5:00—French Programs 
7 JO—News Headlines 
7:35—Blossom 
8:00—Man Alive (Doc) 

8:30—Encounter 
8:45—Varieties 
9:10—Star Trek 
10:00—News at Ten 
10:25—Mission Impossible 
11:15—China Beach 
12:00—My Two Wives 

WEDNESDAY 

2:00—Teletext 



CROSSWORD PUZZLE 




ACROSS 
t Seaweed 
5 More 
sagacious 

! 10 lone 

performance 

M Simpieion 

15 Habituate 

16 Footless 
animal 

17 Teenager 

IS Narrate 

20 Danger color 

21 Closed 

22 *— of the 
rang' 

24 Brpioyer 

25. Game sttty 

26 Marksman of 
.aland 

29.Son of Noah 

30-Beavi center 

33 Argentine 
leader, once 

34 ‘Pork 
ptducers 

35 Mongrel 

36 Bmfepait 


37 Eastwood of 
films 

38 Insouciant 

39 Append 
ao Ongmaw 

41 Sudden leap 

42 Mao —tung 

43 Jewels 

44 Doorframe 

45 Sight or 
hearing 

47 Flutf 

48 Frigid 

50 Tear 

51 Cry of 
<ft$gu5i 

54 Existed 

55 Disappears 

58 Sberian river 

59 Dander 

60 PrarrsngBr 

61 Newts 

62 Smai 

63 Gas 


DOWN 
1 On the 
tfistance 


2 Mmerafwan 

3 Benevolent 

4 Everything 

5 Hopeful 
person 

6 Bring upon 
oneself 

7 Bed taJ 

8 Sea eagle 

9 Shorton 
comment 

10 Mythical 
woodand 
r*ety 

11 Mtty white 

12 Loner about 

13 Shortpoems 

18 German 

Industrial city 

23 Ciraiar 
rooftop 

24 Atop 

25 Gfitter 

26 EdUe&sh 

27 Things 
lacking 


29 — cheeso 

31 Cleanse 

32 Russian 
cooperative 

34 Boggy mire 

37 Moon¬ 
shaped 
objoct 

38 Footbal kick 

40 Hindu god d 
fire 

41 Anting aids 

44 Goneratattire 

46 Laboratory 
heaters 

47 Goodnapery 

48 Competent 

49 Marine 
barrier 

50 Speed 
contest 

51 Merry 
celebration 

52 Dwision word 

53 English 
school 


28 Burst**! with 56 Compete 
color ' 57 Against 

C K$6. Tribune Molu Scnicc* 
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NBA Games t Thursday at 3:30pm 


3:00—Holy Koran 
3:05—Iris 

3:20—The Flinutoaes 
3:45—The Adventurers 
4:10—Kelly 
4:30—Earth Revealed 
5:00—French Programs 
7:30—News Headlines 
7:35—The Four Seasons 
8:00—Super Stars of Action 
8:30—Chancer 
9:10—Hunter 
10:00—News at Ten 
10:25—The Bold & The 
Beautiful 

11:15—Hart To Hart 

THURSDAY 

3:00—Holy Koran 
3:05—Jonny Quest 
3 JO—NBA Basketball 
4J0—Take Your Pick 
5:00—French Programs 


7:30—News Headlines 
7:35—Here’s Lucy 
8:00—People Count 
8:30—Challenges 
9:10—Star Trek 
10:00—News at Ten 
10:25—Feature Film 
12:00— Family Matters 

FRIDAY 

3:00—Holy Koran 
3:05—Twinkle 
3:30—Name Your Adventure 
4:15—Crystal Maze 
5:00—French Programs 
7:30—News Headlines 
7:35—Growing Pains 
8:00—Fench Varieties 
8:45—Secret Weapons 
9:10—The Wanderer 
10:00—News at Ten 
10:25—Classic Movie 


PROGRAMMES 
EN FRANpAJS 

SAM EDI 

5:00—Dessins animus 
5:15—Emission jeunesse 
La vie devani moi 
5 JO—Jenx 

Les bons gfnies 
6:00—S^rie 

Police des polices 
7:00—Le journal 
7:15—Faut pas river 
-USA* 

DIMANCHE 

5:00—Dessins animus 
5:15—Emission jeunesse 
La vie devani moi 
5:30—Jenx 

Qui e$t qui 
6:00—Magazine 

La marc he du sifecle 
- 9.000.000 de bene- 
voles*, ten; partie 
7:00—Le journal 
7:15 —Magazine 

Sports et musique 

LUNDI 

5:00—Dessins animus 
5:15—Emission jeunesse 
La vie devant moi 
5J0—Jenx 

Les bons glnies 
6:00—Magazine 

La marc he du sifccle 
*9.000.000 de bene- 
voles*. 2ime partie 
7:00—Le journal 
7:15—Magazine 

Cinq sur cinq 

MARDI 

5:00—Dessins animus 
5:15—Emission jeunesse 
La vie devant moi 
5:30—Jeux 

Qui est qui 
6:00—Vari6t£s 


# Rolling Stone’s 
Mick J agger is 
seen on a night out 
with the famous 
American model 
Jerry HaU in 
London. Rumour 
has it that they are 
dating. J agger 
started out with the 
group in the 
1960’s. Today, he 
is welt into in his 
fifties. 


Le grand bazar 
7:00—Le journal 
7:15—Magazine 
Ushuaia 

MERCREDI 

5:00—Documentnin 

La France aux 1000 
villages 

5 JO—Document 

Sacrifice ou la l^gende 
6:00—Documentaire 

Les enfams du voyage 
7:00—Le journal 
7:15—Magazine 

Sports et musique 

JEUD1 

5:00—Divertissement 

le cirque de demain 
5:30—Divertissement 
Surprise sur prise 
7:00—Le journal 
7:15—Magazine 
Ushuaia 

VENDRED! 

5:00—D essins »nimk 
5 JO—Film 

*Les Cordier juge et 
Jlic* 

7:00—Le journal 
7:15—Magazine 
Alio la terre 


Programs are subject to change by JTV 


—THIS WEEK’S— 

HOROSCOPE 


By Linda Black 

Weekly Tip: The sun's in Libra — 
excellent for reading and writing. 
Libras love words. The words will 
bubble forth like a fountain. 

Aries (March 21-April 19). 
Things could get kind of expensive. 
Scrimp wherever possible. You'll 
ieara easily, so cram your brain full 
of stuff. 

Tanrus (April 20-May 20). You 
may run into a hassle with your 
friend. If money’s involved, you’ll 
have time to work it out. Expenses 
are due. 

Gemini (May 21-June 21). 
Scramble to finish an overdue assign¬ 
ment. Launch new projects. Research 
papers and creative writing will go 
very well. 

Cancer (June 22-JuIy 22). A con¬ 
fusing situation could lead to a lasting 
friendship. Paperwork’s got you 
pinned down. You’ll be very busy so 
you’ll have to juggle. 

Leo (July 23-Aug. 22). Take care¬ 
ful notes — your supervisor means 
business. Don’t bother to argue, 
either. Join clubs and form teams. 

Virgo (Aug. 23-Sept. 22). Make a 
solid decision. Changes interrupt your 
schedule and really get annoying. 
More effort is required to get every¬ 
thing done on time. 

Libra (Sept. 23-Oct. 23). You can 
find the money, if you know where to 
look. Stan all kinds of writing pro¬ 
jects: you’ll be full of good ideas. 

Scorpio (Oct. 24-Nov. 21). Build a 
solid foundation. Whip your finances 
into shape. If additional paperwork is 
required, get a Gemini to help. 

Sagittarius (Nov. 22-Dee. 21). 
The competition’s fierce. Mid¬ 
week’s a hassle, as you figure out 
where to get ihe money you need. 

Capricorn (Dec. 22-Jan. 19). 
Include Jove in your plans. A com¬ 
mitment made now will Iasi. Don’t 
allow a friend’s comments to distract 
you from the lesson to be [earned. 

Aquarius (Jan. 20-Feb. 18). There 
won’t be much action, but you could 
gel some things resolved once and for 
all. Submit your proposals and gel 
siartcd on writing up the projects. ■ 

Pisces (Feb. 19-March 20). Don’t 
let money worries interfere with your 
concentration. A new friend could 
alleviate that stress. Make time 
enough for love. 

If You're Having a Birthday 
This Week: Pay off your bills and 
put away more money for a secure 
future. Gel your degree, write your 
novel and visit ihe world. 

O IWfc Tnbiwc Mrtha Sm»B 


Bridge 

Victor Mitchell —1923-1995 
By Omar Sharif and Tannah Hirsch 


East-West vulnerable. North deals. 
NORTH 

* 6 

<?643 

OKQJ1075 
4»K 10 7 

WEST EAST 

A-K 7 5 4 A-J 9 8 

<?-AQ98 <3-10752 

0-A3 0-9 4 2 

A-A J 5 A-9 6 4 

SOUTH 
a-A Q 10 3 2 
tf-KJ 
0-8 6 
A-Q832 
The bidding: 

North East South West 

30 Pass 3NT Dbl 

Pass Pass Pass 

Opening lead: Eight of <2 
With the death of victor Mitchell, 
the bridee world lost another of its 
great characters. In ihe t950s and 
60s he formed two of the best part¬ 
nerships in the history of the game, 
first wilh Ira Rubin and then with 
Sam Stavman. Over the years, he 
was the 'godfather* to many of the 
eountrv’s young players. He never 


seemed to sleep, and in the wee 
hours in tournament hotels he could 
be found holding court for all who 
warned to take part. If there was one 
thing he loved as much as bridge, it 
was the sport of kings, and ne is 
missed as much at Aqueduct as at 
ihe bridge table. 

On this deal from the 1967 
Summer Nationals in New Orleans, 
Mitchell decided to convert partner’s 
diamond preempt to three no trump. 
West regarded that as a personal 
insult, and expressed it in no uncer¬ 
tain terms. 

South won the opening lead of a 
heart in hand with tne jack, and was 
not too hopeful of the prospects. 
Nine tricks could not be made with¬ 
out first forcing oui the minor-suit 
aces, so at trick two declarer led a 
diamond. West held up for one 
round and, on winning the continua¬ 
tion, could have set the contract at 
least one trick by cashing the ace of 
hearts. 

But West did not know the king of 
hearts was now bare, and instead 
tried to eer to partner’s hand with a 
spade, tast played the jack and 
Mitchell won with the ace! 

A club was led and a confident 
West stepped up with the ace and 
led another spade. There was a great 
deaf of mortification when East pro¬ 
duced the nine and declarer the ten, 
and the contract rolled home with 
two overtricks. 

O W6. Tribune Media Ser'icei 


Jumble 


UitMTxmble these (oar wants, outi* 
Idler to each square, to form (our 
ordinary words. 



Sow arrange the cktkd Idlers to form 
the surprise uiwer, as suggested by the 
■bow cartoon. 


Print answer hem: M i 


JLN3dS.. — 1 ICUJ dtp ie £ep c jatje ijaj peq moh Lastly 
AISCftH GN3dXH 3ZHVO VNN3H :sja«vsuv 
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Words of 
Wisdom. 



Video releases 

“THE GREAT WHITE HYPE“ (Fox. $100.71): The pun 
in the title is no coincidence, since the theme of this boxing 
comedy puts a reverse spin on the theme of the famous play 
and movie “The Great White Hope." Peter Berg (“ Chicago 
Hope") plays a fighter involved in a flashy promoter's 
(Samuel L. Jackson) plan to cash in big by threatening the 
current heavyweight champ’s reign; Jeff Goldblum also 
appears. *" (R: AS, P, V) 

HELD OVER: “THE QUEST ” (MCA/Universal. 
S10231): Jean-Claude Van Damme made his debui as a 
director with this advenrurc. in which he also stars as — sur¬ 
prise, surprise — a kickboxing expert who becomes one of 
the contenders in a traditional competition in Tibet Howev¬ 
er. he still has to contend with ihe underworld background 
from which he’s emerged; Roger Moore and James Remar 
also have major roles. ** (PG-13: P, V) 

COMING SOON: “FLIPPER" (MCA/Universal, Ocl 
8): The 1960s TV series is updated, with Elijah Wood as the 
youngster who befriends a smart dolphin; Paul Hogan also 
stars. (PG) 

“CELTIC PRIDE" (Hollywood, Ocl 15): Dan Aykroyd 
and Daniel Stem play avid basketball fans who kidnap ihe 
star player (Damon Wayans) of their favorite team's rivals. 
(PG-13) 

“FE\R" (MCA/Universal, Ocl 15): Forced by her father 
to stop seeing a girl he adores, an angxy young man (Mark 
Wahl berg) retaliates against the entire fondly. (R) 

FAMILY VIEWING GUIDE KEY: AS. adult situa¬ 
tions; N. nudity: P. projaxuiy; V. violence; GV, particularly 
graphic violence. o tm. Tribune Media Services 



Of all products and services, Americans are 
most satisfied with canned goods and least 
satisfied with the U.S. Postal Service and the 
IRS. 
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People don’t despise j 
wealth or power, it’s the j 
accompanying arrogance j 
they hate. 

• A • 

Words of praise are not so 
important as who is doing the 
praising. 

• • • 

Wish for greater strength 
rather than lighter burdens. 

9 • • 

Self-respect is the satisfied 
feeling that no one else has 
caught onio you jusi yeL 

- • * i 

If you borrow enough j 
trouble, eventually you may j 
come to own it. i 


You have betrayed a cause 
if you must lie to defend iL 
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Les Irakiens doivent encore attendre 

%La resolution 986 de VOnu concemant l’Irak, dite «petrole contre nourriture», 
pourrcdt entrer en application avant la fin de I’annee , a indiqai lundi M. Yasushi 
Akashi, sous-secretaire de VOnu aux affaires humanitmres. 

•Je ne peux pas speculer, mais je pease qne ce sera line question de semaines*. a 
declare M. Akashi II a rappele que la «population irakienne** avail lance vendredi un 
appelpour une aide de 39,9 millions de dollars pour une pervade alLmi d’oetobre a 
novembre. 

MAkashi a rappele que VOnu souhaae que la resolution «puisse etre mise en oeuvre 
anssi vite que possible pour alleger les souffraucesa*. precisant que la situation sur 
place faisait I'objet d'un survi quotidian. 

La resolution 986 autorise Vlrak a vendre pour deux milliards de dollars de pitrole 
tous les six mois afin d’acheter. sous controle international, des vivres et des 
medicaments pour sa population qui souffre de I'embargo impose apres I'invasion du 
Rowed en 1990. 



SELON 



Quand les armes 

patient, la seule voix qu’on 
peut entendre est le bruit 
du sang qui coule. Cette ci¬ 
tation resume bien la situa¬ 
tion que connalt non seule- 
ment Jerusalem, mais toute 
la region. 

Au dela dune affaire qui 
apparait, a priori, comme 
un simple malentendu a 
propos du percement d'un 
tunnel, il s'agit bien ici 
dune accumulation de 
signes ec de pratiques poli- 
tiques qui ont canalisd des 
millions d'esprits passion- 
nds ddsireux de voir plus 
qu'une simple histoire de 
tunnel. 

Et ce ne son! pas simple- 
men t trois communauids 
qui se trouvent prises au 
pifege dans eerie ville sym- 
boie, mais derriere dies 
trois grandes confessions 
que reprdsentem les trois 
seules grandes religions 
monolhdistes: le judai'sme. 
I'islam et le christianisme. 

Jdrusalem. done, ne con- 
ceme pas simplement les 
seuls protagonistes qui la 
venerent Elle conceme le 
monde entier. Pour cer¬ 
tains. c'est la sainie Jerusa¬ 
lem. Pour d'autres. e'est 
leur capitale actuelle ou fu¬ 
ture et pour la majority., 
e'est le lieu ou s'exerce leur 
volonte politique et done 
un axe de leur puissance. 

Voir la question d'un as¬ 
pect passionnel. comme 
e'est le cas, ne fait 
qu'empirer les choses el ne 
contribute qua la situation 
actuelle qui voit a la fois la 
ville sainte. le processus de 
paix et tout le Moyen- 
Orient. pris en otages. 

Palestiniens et Isradliens 
ne sont pas les seuls k avoir 
des interdts a ddfendre 
dans cette ville. Tout au 
long de son histoire. Jeru¬ 
salem a sou vent connu la 
domination ou I'adminis¬ 
tration de puissances 
dtrangeres, meme si celles- 
ci ne faisaient pas vraimeni 
panie du paysage local. 
Ces puissances dtrangferes 
ont pu protdger leurs intd- 
rets grSce k des accords re- 
spec res et appliquds. Ainsi. 
la France a dtd i'une des 
protectrices des Lieux 
saints au 16feme siecle. lors 
de la pdriode ottomane de 
Jerusalem. 

L'appel du roi Hussein 
en faveur de la formation 
d'une commission Interna¬ 
tionale pour examiner les 
dventuelles retombees du 
percement de cc tunnel 
n'est done pas vain. 
L'Unesco. en tant 
qu'organisme charge de la 
sauvegarde de Heritage 
culturei de 1'humanitd pour- 
rail declarer les Lieux 
saints monumems histo- 
riques sous protection In¬ 
ternationale. 

Les trois religions pour- 
raient erder un comity pour 
s'assurer du respect rdci- 
proque de leurs intdrets re- 
iigieux et garantir un libre 
accfes aux lieux saints ainsi 
qu'une liberty de culte pour 
tous. Ddpassionner le debar 
serait uniquement possible 
avec une action iniema- 
tionale. et non rdgionale. 

Peut-on aujourd'hui 
5'anendre it voir une telle 
ddcision prise? Et pourquoi 
ne serait-elle pas franco- 
jordanienne afin que ie 
monopole de la libertd rcli- 
gieuse ne soil possddd que 
par le seul Dieu des trois 
religions. Les juifs, les mu- 
sulmans et les chrdriens de 
France et de Jordanie de- 
vraient ndfldchir k une telle 
initiative avec les efforts 
des deux gouvemements 
respectifs pour sortir la re¬ 
gion entifere du tunnel dans 
lequel elle se trouve. Ceri 
afin que les Palestiniens ne 
se mettent pas. eux aussi, k 
reciter leur O Jerusalem sur 
le chemin de la Via Dolo¬ 
rosa.! 

Ahmad N'Sour 


Emeutes 

La guerre pour denoncer le non-respect de la paix 

La Cisjordanie et la bande de Gaza ont connu cette semaine les emeutes les plus meurtieres depuis 1967\ Trois jours 
d emeutes au cours desquels plus de 80 personnes ont perdu la vie . Si Vouverture par Israel d’un nouvel acces a 
Jerusalem du tunnel longeant 1'Esplanade des mosquees a ete Vetincelle declenchant cette vague de violence , elle 
■esulte surtout du ras-le-bol des Palestiniens qui desesperent de Vapplication des accords de paix signes avec Israel 


Des dizaines de 

milliers de Palestiniens dans les 
rues de Cisjordanie et de Gaza, 
de violents affrontemencs entre 
les manifestants palestiniens et 
les soldats israeliens. des hdli- 
coptfcres israeliens tirom sur la 
foule. des chars israeliens pene¬ 
trant a Naplouse et differemes 
villes de Cisjordanie. des 
e'changes de ttr entre soldats is- 
radliens et la police palesti- 
nienne: voila a quoi ressemblait 
le *jeudi noir- expiosif qui a 
suivi I’annonce de I’ouverture 
d'un nouvel accfes au tunnel 
longeant la mosqude d'Al Aqsa 
(voir encadrdi. 

Cette explosion etait previsi- 
ble depuis plusieurs scmaincs. 
le chef de l’ OLP Yasser Arafat 
I'avait evoquee en termes ctairs 
dans le camps de refugies de 
Baita. pres de Naplouse. voila 
un mois apres la demolition 
d'un centre pour handicapes & 
Jerusalem. Tous les reponsa- 
bles et milieux poliliques pales¬ 
tiniens. imcrnaiionaux et meme 
israeliens avaient mis en garde 
le gouvemement israelien con¬ 
tre une telle explosion. 

Ses raisons sont nombreuses, 
a commencer par la confisca¬ 
tion des terres palesumennes, 
le bouclage des territoires. les 


nombreuses arrestations. le re¬ 
tard du reddploiement d'Hdbron 
et une situation dconomique de 
plus en plus catastrophique. 
Comme l'explique Safib Irikat. 
ministre palestinien du Pouvoir 
local, il serait possible d'ecrire 
un livre avec les 33 violations 
relevdes des accords de paix. 

Les reactions it cette situa¬ 
tion se faisaient de plus en plus 
vives. L'Autorite nationale pa- 
lestinienne avail elle meme mis 
en place depuis des plusieurs 
mois des comites de defense 
des ten-es palestiniennes qui re- 
groupent toutes les tendances 
poliliques. y compris le Hamas 
ou le FPLP. Le discours o(Tidel 
palestinien commencait a se 
durcir a l'encontre de 
l'immobilisme du gouveme¬ 
ment de Netanyahou qui sou- 
haite rendgocier le processus de 
paix et notnmment la question 
du reddploiement d'Hdbron. 
Les jeunes du Fatah avaient 
eux mimes appeld k des mani¬ 
festations contre la colonisa¬ 
tion. 

Mais ce qui n'etait pas pnSv- 
isible. e'est la violence des af- 
frontemenls qui allaiem suivre 
et les tirs israeliens sur la popu¬ 
lation ec la police paiestinienne. 
Plus de 60 Palestiniens sont 
morts au cours de trois jours 



Trois Palestiniens sont morts sur VEsplarutde des mosquees de Jerusalem a Tissue de la 
grande priere du vendredi 


d'dmeutes ct un millier blesses. 
Jamais un bilan n'a ete aussi 
lourd lors d’une seule joumee 
d’affrontements depuis 

I'occupation en 1967. y compris 
pendant l'lntifada. 

Sur le plan politique, le Pre¬ 
mier ministre isradlien persiste 


Une necessaire garantie internationale 


Pour Ahmad Abdel Rah¬ 
man. secretaire edndral pales¬ 
tinien du Conseil des mini- 
stres. seule une garantie 
internationale dc I'execution 
des accords d'Oslo pourrait 
ddsamorcer la crise actuelle. 

H.B.: Quel enseignement 
tirez-vous de cette premiere 
escalade depuis Oslo? 

A.A.: L'enseignement prin¬ 
cipal reside dans le fait que 
tour arret du processus de paix 
conduit k son explosion et k 
une ddstabilisation gdnerale de 
la situation. 


H^.: Que faut-Q faire 
pour sortir de cette impasse? 

A.A.: L'arret immddiat de la 
politique actuelle isradlienne 
en ce qui conceme Jdrusalem. 
la colonisation et I'application 
des accords concemant le re- 
ddploiement d'Hebron. 

H.B.: Estimez-vous que le 
somraet Netanyahou-Arafat 
puisse debloquer la situa¬ 
tion? 

A.A: Si les conditions sont 
remplies, k savoir le res pea 
par Israel des accords de paix. 
je pense que ce sera un bon 


point de ddpan. pour reiancer 
le processus de paix. Mais 
nous souhaitons obtenir des 
garanties intemationales pour 
obtenir le respect des accords. 

H.B.: Et si vous n'obtenez 
pas ce que vous exigez? 

A.A.: Nous aurons alors le 
choix dans nos ddmarches. 
Nous ferons appel aux instan¬ 
ces intemationales en s'appu- 
yant sur les resolutions fermes 
du Conseil de sdcuritd. 

Propos recueillis par 
Hassau Balawi 


dans la voie de l'intransigeance 
en refusam de fermer le tunnel 
et en refusant de s'engager a re¬ 
specter les accords signes par 
le gouvemement precedent. An 
plus fort de la crise. les Isradli- 
ens cherchaient k organiser un 
sommet bilateral entre 
MM.Netanyahou et Arafat & 
Erez. 5 la frontifere entre la 
bande de Gaza et Israel.. Mas 
les Palestiniens- souhaitaienr. 
des oaranties du gouvememdnt, 
echaudds par la premidre ren¬ 


contre entre les deux homines 
qui n'a donne aucun rdsultat 
concret. C'est finalement k 
Washington que se sont retrou- 
vds hier Yasser Arafat, Benja¬ 
min Netanyahou. le roi Hussein 
et Bill Clinton pour des entreti- 
ens qui doivent se poursuivre 
aujourd’hui en vue de resoudre 
cette crise.. L'Egypte a elle.cjK . 
cline I* invitation americaineji_ : 

17 DeGaia^ 
Hassan Balawi 


«Une provocation israelienne» 

Le prince Hassan a quaiifid de «provocation contre ie senti¬ 
ment des A robes et des musidmans «■ J’ouverture par Israel de 
ce nouvel accds au tunnel. Il a rappele que la ddclaration de 
Washington, signee en juillet 1994 entre le souverain hachd- 
mite et le Premier ministre isradlien de I’dpoque Yitzhak Rabin 
reconnait »im role special de la Jordanie dans la gestion des 
lieux saints de Jerusalem «. 

Le roi Hussein a iui-meme nettement haussd le ton contre le 
gouvemement de Netanyahou. ddclarant dans un communiqud 
commun avec I'dmir du Qatar chez qui il effectual une visile 
que le gouvemement israelien dtait *responsable de 
Vescalade», 1'appelant k «appliquer ses engagements»M 


Le tunnel de la discorde 

En autorisant l'ouverture d'un nouvel accds au tun¬ 
nel longeant I'Esplanade des mosqudes, les Isradliens ont ravi- 
vd une dispute qui les oppose depuis maintenant pres de vmgt 
ans aux Palestiniens. 

Ce tunnel de prds de 500 mdires de long part du Mur des 
lamentations, lieu saerd du judai'sme au pied de I'Esplanade 
pour ddboucher plus au nord. dans le quartier musulman. De 
nombreux vestiges ont ftd ddcouvert au cours des fouilles qui 
ont ddbutd voilh maintenant une vingtaine d'anndes, dont no- 
tamment un ancien aqueduc sou terrain datant d’avant Hdrode, 
une ancienne citeme romaine et un rdseau de caves vofltdes de 
I'dpoque Marne louk. 

Les Musulmans craignent que des travaux de fouilles 
s'dtendem sous cette enceinte sacree qui abrite le Dome du 
rocher et la mosquee A1 Aqsa. Si le D6me du rocher revdt aus¬ 
si une grande importance dans les religions juive et catho- 
lique. il est considdrd par les musulmans comme le troisidme 
lieu saint de I'islam aprds La Mecque et Medine. 

Pour eux, cette initiative s'inscrit dans la politique isradlienne 
qui vise k nier le caractdre arabe de Jdrusalem dans la mesure 
oil elle favorise la judalsation de la ville. Car k la place de 
l'aetuelle esplanade des mosqudes se trouvait le mont du Tem¬ 
ple sur lequel se seraient succddds quaere temples juifs de 
l’epoque biblique. Des vestiges extremement importants pour 
les juifs car ils leur permettent de revendiquer leur antdriorite 
par rapport aux musulmans sur I'Esplanade des mosquees. 

De son cotd, le gouvemement de Benjamin Netanyahou af- 
firme ne pas vouloir toucher au lieux saints de I’islam mais 
simplement agrandir 1'accds au mur des Lamentations avec ce 
tunnel. Selon le minist&re isradlien du Tourisme, 400.000 tou- 
ristes pourraient ddsormais annueliement le visiter au lieu de 
70.000 actuellemenL 

Des visites qui ont repris dds dimanche, Benjamin Netanya¬ 
hou ayant affirmd que ce tunnel «est out-en, restera ouvert et 
serq .ow^ papr toujours*M , v 



Education 


Irbid 


Les droits deJ’Homme en marge des livres 

Un projet de Vlnstitut arabe des droits de VHomme vise a etudier la place actuelle des 
droits de VHomme dans les manuels scolaires de dix pays arabes. Car sans enseigne¬ 
ment prealable , le respect de ces droits s ’avere par la suite encore plus difficile. 


«Le role de 

I'dducation dans le renforce- 
ment des valeurs des droits de 
I'Homme* dans les socidtds 
arabes. Tel etait le th&me de la 
reunion organisde recemment 5 
Amman par i'lnstitut arabe des 
droits dc l'Homme (1ADHJ. 

Des experts et des acaddmi- 
ciens venus de dix pays arabes 
ont fait durant deux jours le bi¬ 
lan de leur travail dc recherche 
avant de se lancer dans la der- 
nidre phase d'un projet ambi- 
tieux dirige par 1'IADH. une or¬ 
ganisation basde a Tunis. 11 
s'agit d'dtudier minutieusement 
les livres scolaires pour ddter- 
miner la part qu'y occupent les 
droits de l'Homme. Les pro¬ 
grammes scolaires d'enseigne- 
ment prdparatoire et dldmen- 
taire de dix pays arabes (Algd- 
rie. Egypte. Emirats arabes 
unis. Jordanie. Liban. Maroc. 
Mauritanie, Soudan. Syrie et 
Tunisie) sont ainsi a l'dlude. 
Dix pays qui oni rati fie les 
deux conventions intemationa¬ 
les des droits civjques et poli- 
tiques, et des droits dcono- 
miques. sociaux et culturels. 

Pour atteindre 1'objcctif du 
projeL I'lADH a formd voila 
quelques mois une dquipe dans 
chaque pays arabe afin 
d'effeemer les recherches ng- 
cessaires. 

Une dquipe dite centrale ba- 
see 5 Tunis est elle chargde de 
faire la synthese des dix dtudes 
qui sont cn preparation dans 
chaque pays. "La reunion 
d'Amman <2 permis de faire le 
point sur le travail deja fail a 
trovers les rapports presentes. 
de discuter Je la methodolagie 
et d'aplanir les difficultes ren- 
contrdcs par les chercheurs* 
explique Taveb Bakkouche. di- 
recteur du projet. 

Les tesultais dc cette dtude 
seront ensuite ptesentes k la 
conference arabe sur 
I'dducation et les droits de 
l'Homme qui se tiendra k Bey¬ 


routh au mois de mars de 
I'annde prochaine. 

Cene conference sera organi¬ 
ses en cooperation avec 
I'Unesco et Ie centre onusien de 
Genfeve pour les droits de 
l'Homme. Selon M.Bakkouche. 
qui occiipc egalcment les fonc- 
lions de president du comite 
scientifique au sein de I'lADH, 
des reptesentants des differents 
ministeres arabes de 
('Education, notamment ceux 
charges de l'dlaboration des li¬ 
vres scolaires. ainsi que des ex¬ 
perts dans ['education des droits 
de l'Homme. devraient prendre 
part b. cette conference en com- 
pagnie de re pte sen tan is de dif- 
fdrentes organisations non gou- 
verne me males. 

Les reco m man da tio ns que 
cette conference adoptera se¬ 
ront d'une imponance capitale 
car elles contribueront k 
■'introduction des principes et 
des iddes des droits de 
l'Homme dans Ie systeme fidu- 
catif arabe. En fait, ce projet 
s'ins&re dans le plan de travail 
etabli par I'lADH pour la p<Sri- 
ode allant de 1995 h 1999. Il 
conjugue deux sectetrrs qui sont 
au coeur des preoccupations de 
I'lADH. k savoir I'Oducation et 
la recherche. 

Ce projet coincide ggalement 
avec la d£cennie des Nations 
Unies pour l'enseignement des 



Une recolte un peu maigre 

Pour sa premiere edition. t le festival culturei d’Irbid place 
sous le theme de la recolte a connu de nombreuses difficultes 
qui Pont contraint a amiuler une partie de ses activates: 


LTADH lutte pour un metileur enseignement des droits de 
l'Homme dans les ecoles arabes. + 

droits de l'Homme (1995- 
20041. - L'etude sur les livres 
scolaires arabes consliluerait 
la contribution arabe a cette 
decennie» commence avec fier¬ 
ce M.Bakkouche. 

Le fait d'enseigner correcte- 
ment les droits de l'Homme aux 
jeunes generations permetirait 
probabfement de cagner du 
temps pour obtenir le respect 
dc ces droits, ne semil-ce que 
dans quelques decennies.! 


Apres un an 

d'echange de vue et de refle¬ 
xion, Irbid a enfin accueiili son 
premier festival culturei k la fin 
du mois de septembre. C'est au 
centre culture! dlrbid que cette 
manifestation a vu Ie jour, ap- 
puyde par le ministers jordani- 
en de la Culture. 

Le nom d'AJ Has sad, qui sig- 
nifle la recolte, a ete donne au 
festival pour clairement etabfir 
un lien entre cette manifesta¬ 
tion et son environnement, k sa¬ 
voir une tegion rurale et agri¬ 
cole. ■» La philosophic du 
festival est inspirJe de cette re¬ 
lation tres productive existaru 
entre ihonune et la nature, en 
s'appuyant sur le milieu mo¬ 
dern du cultivaieur» explique 


Suleiman Sweiss 


Pour ta venue du president franqais Jacques 
Chirac en Jordanie pr&me vers lafmdu mois 
d’oetobre, le Jourdam et le Star pubtieront un 
supplement special Un 6v€nement majeur 
dans les relations jordanofrangaises qui 
vous office la possibi&td de faire de la publici- 
t&pour voire socidid ou voire entreprise. 

Pour tout renseignementj contactez Olivier 
Bras ou Mahmoud Fares au 645 380. 


C’est la vie 

L'agenda franqais d'Amman 
Exposition 

««Ghada Dahdaleh ». 

Une jeune peintre jor- 
danienne d'origine pa¬ 
iestinienne, Ghala Dah¬ 
daleh, revient en 
Jordanie apr&s un long 
sejour au Canada pour 
presenter son exposi¬ 
tion •♦Portes et fene- 
tres*>. 

Jusqu'au 29-10 au Cen¬ 
tre Culturei franqais. 

Video 

Cycle Alain Resnais: quatre films seront presentes 
dans le cadre de ce cycle au mois d'oetobre avec 
pour commencer «Stravisky». Un film r&inissant 
Jean Paul Belmondo, Annie Duperey et Francois Per¬ 
rier. Le 7 octobre a 20h00 au CCF. 



le Dr. Insaf Rabadi. un des res- 
ponsables du Centre culturei 
d7rbid. *Le dei-eloppement in¬ 
dustrial exerce une influence 
negative el menace le secteur 
agricole. C’est a partir de cette 
idee que nous avons pense oxer 
ce festival vers un retour a la 
terre et ses traditions ances- 
trales». 

En ce qui conceme le nom 
d'Al Hassad. Insaf Rabadi se 
tetere k 1'histoire d'lrbid car 
•dans I’antiquiie. cette ville e- 
tait connue pour sa richesse en 
bU et sa production aban¬ 
don! e.» 

Les organisateurs ont alors 
concoctd un programme tour- 
nam autour du thfeme du bid et 
de la rdcolte comprenant soi- 
rdes podtiques, pidee de thdStre 
el exposition. Troupes folklo- 
riques, artistes, peintres et 
pontes sont venus presenter 
leur propres re colics k ce festi¬ 
val. 


Trois jours 
au lieu de sept 

Ce festival prdvu sur une se¬ 
maine s'est ouvert sur une 
marche camavalesque. Un dd- 
but en fanfare qui s'est ensuite 
rapidement temi. Certaines ex¬ 
positions n'dtaient pas pretes et 
ont di] etre annuldes au dernier 
moment, telle qu'une exposi¬ 
tion de photographies ou une 
autre consacrfie k la boulange- 
rie. Les animations annonedes 
nont pas toujours pu avoir eu 
lieu. Ainsi, sur les 30 troupes 
qui devaiem offrir un spectacle, 
vingt seulement dtaient pte-’ 
semes au rendez-vous. Quant 
aux deux p re mi feres soirtes 
podtiques, elles ont did pure- 
ment et simplement annuldes. 
Et finalement. la dunSe du festi¬ 
val a did ramende a trois jours. 

•Aucun participant n’a man- 
qu£ a son devoir », prdcise Adel 
Roussan, membre du comitd 


d'organisation du festival. 
"Nous avons du annuler ces 
soirees pour des problemes 
d’organisation, • Line ddcision 
qui a dif^u bon nombre de par¬ 
ticipants. tels que le pofete 
Moussa Kaswani. «// exists 
toujours des problemes dans ce 
type devenetnents culturels qui 
sont pourtant tr£s important 
dans la vie culturelle du pays. 
Le comile d’organisation n'a 
malheure use merit pas term ses 
promesses en annulant ces soi¬ 
rees ». 

Les modifications de der- 
nifcre minute sont en fait dues k 
des raisons fmanciferes et k la 
non disponibilitd de certaines 
structures destirides k accueiliir 
le festival. Des probl&mes aux- 
quels les organisateurs esparent 
bien remddier dans I'avenir. 
"'Nous avons £te obliges de re¬ 
grouper toutes les representa¬ 
tions sur les trois premiers 
jours en raison de la sonune 
limiti allouee par le ministere 
de la Culture», explique le Dr 
Souleiman Al-Azrai, directeur 
du comitd d'organisation. "Ces 
moyens limitis et 
VinadSquation de certains 
£quipements prevus pour des 
manifestations sportives ont 
handicap£ le festival. Tout cela 
va nous servir de legon pour 
I'avenir.* 

L'accent devra aussi dtre mis 
sur la mddiatisation de ce* 
dvdnement qui n'a pour cette 
p re mi fere ddition, connu qu’une 
faible affluence. *Ce festival 
est desormais inscrit dabs nth 
ire penste.*, explique Soule*- 
man AI-Azrai. •Meme s'il * 
connu certains problimes, il 0 
reussi a voir le jour en suivanl 
une certaine philosophic. Nous 
ferons ddsormais de no w 
mieux pour valoriser cette pre- 
mikre r£colle.»W 

Nahed Al-Khl«af 
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Activities 


Royal Cultural Centre . *61024/7 

;AqcnCaa Centre Library..82010! 

' British Council -. 636147/8 

French Cultural Centre „.637009 

Goethe Institute...641993 

Cervantes Institute (Spanish)_610858 

Turkish Cultural Centre.. 639777 

Haya Ans Centre-665195 

Y.W.C.A..641793 

Y.W.MA .... 664251 

Dural a) Funun- 643252 

Alia An Gallery ..-.639303 

Saladna An Gallery.657132 

Nabil A] Mashini Thcr/re.675571 

. Nabil & Hisham's Theatre.625155 


Concord Cinema. 677420 

Plaza Cinema.*99238 

Philadelphia Cinema.634144 

Sports Clubs 

Al Hussein Sports City . 667181/5 

Orthodox Club.810491 

Royal Automobile Club.815410 

Royal Shooting Club.736572 

■ Royal Chess Club.673713 

Royal Racing Club.09-801233 

Jordan Bridge Club.676990 

Amman Mun. Library.636111 

Univ. of Jordon Library.843555 

R5.C.N.837931/837937 



Government Depts . 


To book your Advertisement Graphic and Designs on the Electronic Sign Boards on the ' 
of SAFEWAY Bldg. 6SHNANA Center - Jobal Alhusstcn & DOWNTOWN call 6SQ3G7 ' 


The Prime Ministry.641211 

Amman Greater Municipality. *36111 

Agriculture.--.68*151 

AwqaS & Islamic Affairs..*66141 

Culture / Jabal Amman ...636391 

BJucdLum & Higher Education.669181 

Energy & Mineral Resources.815615 

Finance.636321 

Foreign Affairs.*44361 

Industry & Trade.663191 

Information.-.64J467 

Interior Ministry'.663111 

Justice. 663101 


Labour. 698186 

Municipalities & Environment.641393 

Parliamentary Affairs.641211 

Planning .-.644466 

Post & Communications.624301 

Public Health. 6 6 5I3 J 

Public Works & Housing.668481 

Social Development.673191 

Supplies....-602121 

Tourism & Antiquities -.642311 

Transport.-.—• 641461 

Water & Irrigation .. 680100 

Youth / University.604701 


Diplomatic Corps 


Algerian.641271/2 

Australian.673246/7 

Austrian.644635 

Bahraini.664148/9 

Brazilian . 642183 

Belgian.675683 

Bulgarian .. £18151 

Canadian . 666124 

Chilean . 823360 

Cyprus Honorary Cons .... 677559 1 

Czech .671813/666135 

Danish Consulate Gen. 603703 i 

Finnish Consulate 824654/824676 
French . 641273/4 



. 689351 

Greek.... 

. 671331/'’ 


.815614 


. 698851 

Indian .. 

. 637262 

828911 


. 639331 


. 638185 

Japanese.. 

. 672486/7 


. 675135/8 

Libyan. 

. 693101/3 


Lebanese . 641381 

Moroccan . 641451 

Netherlands.637967/625165 

New Zealand Consulate .... 636720 

North Korean .666349 

Norwegian Embassy. 644932/4 

Omani. 686155 

Pakistani.622787 

Palestine.677517 

People's Rep. of China.666139 

Philippines. 64516! 

Polish... 637153 

Qatari. 682666 

Romanian. 667738 

Russian. 641158 

Saudi Arabian.814154/6 

Slovenia Honorary Cons.861542 

Sri Lanki.683905/704960 

South Korean.660745/6 

South Africa..811194 

Spanish .. 614166/9 

Sudanese. 644251/2 

Swedish . . 669177/9 

Swiss. 686416/7 

Syrian. 641076 

Taiwan. 671530 

Tunisian. 674307/8 

Turkish . 641251 

U.A.E . 643347/643341 

United Kingdom.823100 

United States.820101 

Yemen. 642381 

EEC Delegation. 668191 

ESCWA.694351/8 

ICRC. 688645 

UNDP/WFP . 668171/7 

UNRWA. 607398 

UNICEF.. 629571 

UNESCO. 606559 


Airlines 

Adria Airways.667029 

Aeroflot.641510 

Aeromexico. 694802 

Air Canada ..630879 

Air France.666055/667824 

Air India .688301/2 

Air Lanka .682140 

Alitalia_625203 

! Alyemda (Air yemen).653691 

American Airlines.669068 

Arab Wings...894484 

Austrian Airlines.. 693845/694604 

Balkan Airlines...665909 

British Midland.694802 

British Airways .828801 

Caihay Pacific..628596 

China Airlines. 636232 

Cyprus Airways.667028 

Delta Air Lines.643661 

Egypt Air.630011 

Emirates Airlines.643341 

Gulf Air.653613 

Hungarian Airlines . 622275 

Iberia....637827/644036 

Iran Air. 622826 

Japan AirUnes .630879 

KLM.622175 

Korean Airlines ... 676624/662236 

Libyan Arab Airlines.643831/2 

Lufthansa.601744 

Malaysian Airline 639575/653446 

MEA.636104 

Olympic. 630125/638433 

Philippine Airlines.640200 

PIA .-. 625981 

Polish Airlines .625981 

Qantas.862288 

Royal Jordanian.678321 

Saudia..639333 

Scandinavian Airlines.604499 

Singapore Airlines.676177 

Sudan Airlines.694501 

Swiss Air fG.S.A.) 659791/641906 

Syrian Air.. 622147 

United Airlines.641959 

USAir.694801/2 

TAROM- Romanian.637380 

Thai Airways. 637195 

Trans World Airline.623430 

Turkish AirUnes .659102 

Yemenia Airways.628175 

Queen Alia Airport..... (08) 53200 
RJ Right Info.(08) 53200 


Aqaba Hotels. 

Al-Cazar . 314137 

Aqaba...31409) 

Aqaba Gulf Hotel.316636 

Aquamarina 1.316250 

Coral Beach.313521 

Holiday Int'l.312426 

Miramar.314340 


Important Numbers 


Emergencies 

Police.192/021111 

Civil Defence H Q. I93/I9K/199 

Fire Brigade.622090/93 

Ambulance.199 

Blood Bank.775121 

Traffic Police.b25943/639703 

Traffic Accidents.897467/8 

Highway Police. 787111 

Hospitals 

Akleh Maiemiiv.*42441/2 

Al-Ahli. Abdali.6*4164/6 

AI-Bushir. Ashrafieh....775! 11/26 
Al-Muashur Hospital.... **7227/9 

Amyl Hospital.*74155 

Army, Marka.H‘H*| |/I5 

Hussein Medical Centre... 813813 

Jta!ian-Al-Muhajreen.777101/3 

Juba] Amman Maternity. *42362 

Khajcdi Maternity.*44281/* 

Malhas. J. Amman.*36141 

Palestine. Shmeisuni.6*4171/4 

Queen Alia Hospital. .. *02240/50 

Shmeisuni Hospital.60743 i 

The Islamic, Abdali... *6*127/37 
University Hospital. 845845 

General 

Amman Municipality.843402 

Electricity Complaints.121 

Prices complaints.666181 

Hotel complaints. 08/53200 

Sewerage Complaints.896390 

Water Complaints.656390/91 

Jordan Television.773111/19 

Radio Jordan.774111/19 

Post Ofricc Info.. 750981/2/3 

Telephone Information.121 


-Vrt. -j, 
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Special offer 

."From 1 until 30'X’pnI 

Large Pizza for Medium Charge 
2 Medium Pizza for Large Charge 

^-Pree-Home-OeUvery — 

l SehfcriJnb«r Cvrslcr 


To Advertise in this 
space, call us at 
652-380 




tl*§ Corrrfcyrt 

*" Hotel Suites 

Luxury^ 

it, Comfort ■ j 
§ Service! - 
9. Location 

In the ^of % 
Sweifyieh ? 

I THE BEST MUSIC STORE 


:/iC 


FREDDY FOR MUSIC 

A NAME THAT YOXJTRUST 

r L\ J j- L ■■ ■' 


CARDENS ST 


The First Class Hotel in 
Amman that has a 
Kitchenette in every 
QflJ ae~- -r r ? L ~' 


Amman Tel: 607193 
P.O.Box 9403 Fax 602434 
Telex 23888 Darotl Jo 
Ideal Residence for 
Expatriates and Businessmen 


Cafe Restaurant 

Different 

raii-.l 


T 

i 



LA A 




Pl^ 

^iut 





“ Pizza Hut offers our 
beloved children a Free 
Exciting Gift with 
every kid’s meal" 

“ Choose one of the many 
Exciiing.Gifisti vtfilflble 





Fully Serviced Suites! 

A/C In Grand 



Beauty Institute 

O Facials 

O Body skin traUtp itt 
C Make-up 

O European manicures A 
naJU nre\ 


True \ r acations come to 
live in our 
Uniquely Moorish 
Style Hotel 

our sea star diving center 
will unravel the secrets of the 
Red Sea to your wildest 
imueination 

Tel :314131/2. 


iiiV {.i* ii-'i~ 

::zx7. m . ccj? 


Make Car 
Rental Simple 


Many Villas & Apanements 
Furnished and Unfurnished for 
Rent & Sale 

for more information please 

-t :jcaU , - ?■ ■p'. 

Tel. 810605-810609- 
865605. Fax. 810520 
Abdoun. Almouhtascb Center. 


TO GET BETTER 

FURNITURE . 

FOR YOUR OFFICE 
OR HOUSE.... 

JUST VISIT 

— 

■ . *4 • ■— ** 5 “ \trS' 

32 
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We save you more 
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r. AQlacy 
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Funny Bunny 


Funny Bunny 


THE BIGGEST 
THE MOST 
/ DELICIOUS 

\ AND CERTAINLY 
T THE BEST 
L . HUM BERGER IN 
VU TOWN 

yWIBurger. Roast. 
j Chicken 

. Xtnudlnah AhnuuMtBrali St. 


NOW OPEN FOR 
LUNCH ft DINNER 


The first & best 
Chinese Resturant 
in Jordan 

1st Circle, Jabal Amman, 
nearAhliyyah Girls School 

Take away is available 

Open daily I2:00-3:30p.m 
7:00- Midnight 

Tel 638968 


AQABA GULF HOTEL 


Your first choice in Aqaba 


For reservations eall (03) 316636 
Fax (03)318246 


..-A.. > .v ppA' <03 


&& - 

VtaUd Jarrar Co. 


% 


The Best PIZ21A 
in Jordan 

IWNK- IN .TAKEAWAY & DFUVEKV 
Mect-a si. Jab'r.Trsdc Center 


The most delicious 
Arabic Sweets 


All types of Bread 


Cakes & Pastries 


7th circle. Tel. 820099 
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. .A. SN UAZvSj? 


Tel. 69rIC0 


m ClltTRE FOEfilira SERVICES 

•Professional Drycleaning 
*Shoes Repair 
•Darning 
*Engraving 

*Upholstery & Carpet Cleaning 
Al - Jaber & Housing Bank Shopping Centers 
Tel: 679947 


the TOP THREE HIGH CLASS FASHION HOUSES IN GERMANY 

Available at: 

KAREMAN JANARD Boutique 

bg \ « ■ > • u ■ ^ 
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car; 


CARRIAGE 


CARRIAGE-CARRIAGE ^ 

WasfiAl-TalSL ^f.T 

Tel: 695180 £ 

} Fax: 682525 

CARRIAGE CARRIAGE_ 


,<£ 


carriage CARRIAGE^* Rent a Car 


Al - Jaber Shopping Center, Mecca St Phone : 821656 & 814714 

••nr :s-LUtz* 


\ we offer:- \ 

I r - - a Computerized Engine Check 4* Electro Mechanical car check ■_ - ^ 

v v a Automatic & Manual car wash services 4r wheel balance maintenance t--.ii.kicr.iy 

’ v Oil Change 

Wasfi AI-Tal St Tel: 685454 Fax: 682525_— 





Not all “ cafe f s “ are 
created equal 
A Touch Of Class In 
True Arabian Style 






The Place For Finest 
Arabic Setting 
Close Enough To Get 
Away From It All 


rr.-: • 
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COMPUTING & HIGH TECH. 


■■■■\ m; O 

Edited bv Zeid Nasser "■ ^ 


Hav£Tyou . 
noticed: 

Everyone- is talking 
about the .Internet 
and on-line services. 
The Workstation 

page is'truning into 
the forum.f or these 
topics. 

Fax US' on 648298 or 
" email us at 
StaK f /NETS.cora. J o 
with your views. 

• Wc and our readers 
want to know. them. 


20th century cyber ”lettres de cachet”!: 

‘Cache-ing’ in on the Web 
provides faster browsing 



E R FACIE 


NASSER 


An on-line extravaganza in Amman: 

Hooking up to the 
event, METS ‘96 


JORDANIAN COMPANIES 
are preparing for the major 
computer and information tech¬ 
nology event of the year, the 
Middle East Technology Show 
fMETS) *96. to be held 
between 12 and IS November 
at the Amman Interna¬ 
tional Expo. Hall. 

In 1994. METS came 
into existence replacing 
the Amman Computer 
Expo. The organizers of 
the event, the Jordan Com¬ 
puter Society believed that 
it was a fitting shift of 
name, due to the wide 
growth in the computer 
business on the regional 
level, in addition to the 
hopes and aspirations at 
the time that Jordan would 
be one of the region's 
information technology 

centres. 

Two years later, the show is 
still dominated by Jordanian 
exhibitors, with few regional 
participants. Yet, METS still 
maintains its position as the 
largest, and most prominent 
information technology event 
in Jordan. 

Local companies look 
towards METS ‘96 as an 
opportunity to promote their 
latest products and generate 
sales into the next year. 

This year, especially, METS 
‘96 will rep¬ 
resent a mas- 

sive trend in If Fin 

the market. M|f| 

due to focus 11 |J I 

on Internet 

and data _ 

communicad 

ons. Therefore, the show this 
year is called ‘The World of 
Internet’. 


Over the course of the last 
year, the Jordanian market has 
been very active in this vital 
sector of informadon technol¬ 
ogy with many companies get¬ 
ting involved in the on-line rev¬ 
olution in the country. 



Global One / Sprint Jordan, 
the first and only Internet ser¬ 
vice provider (ISP) in Jordan so 
far. launched its services in 
March this year. The result has 
been a windfall of Internet 
enthusiasm across the market 
and a massive expansion in the 
user base of Jordanian on-line 
users. An official figure would 
put the number of Global One / 
Sprint Jordan users at over 700. 

Yet. most of the on-line 
activity in the country has 

come from bulletin board ser¬ 
vices. which have capitalized 
on the fact that the 
Internet on-line 
fjlAA service is rela- 

\ Mil lively expensive. 

13 wtl The resuil has 

been a very 

- impressive growth 

in the number of 
user on popular bulletin board 
services like NETS and Access. 

NETS, in particular. h3S 


enjoyed explosive growth in 
the last 12 months, claiming 
over 1,500 users in total, many 
of whom are exclusively linked 
up to NETS only. 

Weighing these figures and 
adding to"that the fact that 
Access on-line also enjoys a 
sizable number of subscrib¬ 
ers. you can begin to under¬ 
stand how many Jordanians 
are on-line today. 

The extent and impact of 
the on-line revolution in 
Jordan can only be appre¬ 
ciated when you imagine 
the relatively low percent¬ 
age of users in Jordan, in 
the first place, and the fact 
that such a high portion of 
them already have modems 
and are logged to a service, 
be it Internet on-line or a 
bulletin board service. 

Adding to that the fact that 
several Jordanian companies 
have emerged recently which 
provide World Wide Web and 
Internet design services, 
including Business Optimiza¬ 
tion Consultants. Magnet and 
Arabia On-Line. 

It is from this standpoint that 
the Jordan Computer Society 
are expecting much enthusiasm 
towards METS ‘96 from the 
public and hem the informa¬ 
tion technology sector in the 
country- As of yet, the list of 
exhibitors has not been final¬ 
ized and the Jordan Computer 
Society is preparing an event- 
packed seminar schedule along 
with the show. 

In the meantime. Internet 
and on-line enthusiasts can rest 
assured that METS “96 will be 
the event for them to attend. 
Don't miss it ■ 


By Jawad Abbassi 

Special to The Star 

WHILE THE World Wide 
Web is the most colorful and - 
artistic part of the Internet, it ‘ 
is definitely the slowest to ■ 
use. The picture and graph- - 
ics-filled web pages take 
much time to load over the 
phone lines, making brows¬ 
ing an occasional nuisance. 

The continues develop¬ 
ment of more tools for web ■ 
page authoring, that allow for 
animation and extravagant . 
backgrounds, seems to fur¬ 
ther complicate matters. Still, 
a paradox lies in that the 
advances in technology that 
make the web more elaborate— 
and hence slower—cany wiih 
them techniques that mitigate 
their negative impact. 

For example, web page 
browsers, allow for the option 
of turning off image displaying 
which reduces time needed for 
loading a web page into a com¬ 
puter's memory. However, this 
lackluster method is overshad¬ 
owed by the Cache technique. 
Cache is a word of French ori¬ 
gin that means “to store and 
hide." Originally, the word had 
an infamous connotation 
because of rampant use of the 
“Lettres de cachet" (the sealed 
envelopes! to “arrest and hide” 
political dissidents in the 
France of Louis XVI. However, 
in the modem global village of 
the Internet, the word has 
gained deserved acclaim and 
appreciation. 

Caching a web page is essen¬ 
tially keeping temporary copies 
of already visited web pages in 


the computer's memory, which 
expedites web browsing as it 
only loads web pages already 




stored in the computer instead, 
or re-accessing them over the 
Internet. Browser applications, 
allow the users to specify the 
amount of disk space used for 
web page caching which they 
set according to the amount of 
disk space they can spare for 
such a purpose. Whenever the 
user accesses a web page, the 
browser automatically caches 
(stores and hides) the web 
page’s text and graphics. 

Should the user, after some 
time, return to view the same 
web page, the browser checks 
for any changes on the web 
page, and if there aren’t any 
changes, it just retrieves the 
web page stored in the cache 
and saves the user some valu¬ 
able browsing time. 

Furthermore, caching tech¬ 
niques are evolving in a way 
that turns caching into an art of 
forecasting what the users will 
be seeing based on past experi¬ 
ences. A software add-on for 
Netscape Navigator, called 
Speed Surfer, utilizes a novel 


caching technique that proves 
more useful than merely stor¬ 
ing web pages visited in the 

past, without any means to 
»! forecast the probability of 
|j them being visited again. 
J Therefore. Speed Surfer 
I keeps a log of the web pages 
■ visited on a routine basis by 
I the user, and predicts which 
! sices the user is most likely to 
! use and pre-caches them dur- 
j ing on-line idle time (when 
j the connection isn't being 
! used) into the computers 
ij RAM or Hard drive. 

■jl So. when users choose to 
J browse a “predicted" web 
page, they get a quick display 
of it. Studies on this new tech¬ 
nology suggest that Speed 
Surfers accurately predict up to 
2(Kc of the web sites visited by 
users. Speed Surfer, also 
caches domain name address 
and their corresponding 
domain name servers, which 
helps in reducing the time 
needed by the computer to 
establish a connection with the 
web server. 

Caching is still a far from 
perfect solution, yet it delivers 
tangible benefits in relieving 
the'burdened and slow Internet 
lines, as well as making brows¬ 
ing a much more enjoyable 
task for the web surfers. 

Unlike the pre-French Revo¬ 
lution Lettres De Cachet, the 
new cyber Lettres De Cachet 
will probably prove to be a 
very popular solution that 
should only stir feelings of 
content and not revolutionary 
sentiment! 

email: 

A b bassi @ NETS.com .jo 



JCS Quiz Night 

# The social committee at 
the Jordan Computer Society, 
in cooperation with Woman’s 
Committee in the Jordan Medi¬ 
cal Association, is holding a 
Quiz Night on 10 October. 
1996. 

This Quiz Night follows the 
success of previous similar 
events organized by the Jordan 
Computer Society. The ticket 
price is JD 10 and the event will 
be accompanied by a dinner 
buffet Prizes are on offer and 
the Quiz Night is sure to be fun 
and educational. 

For more information, con¬ 
tact the Jordan Computer Soci¬ 
ety (JCS) at telephone 683549. 


Baggio’s goal, a 
reminder of better times 


MILAN—Roberto Baggio showed he has 
lost nothing of the skill that earned him the 
title of the world's best player three years 
ago when he came off the bench and 
scored for Milan in their 3-0 win over 
Perugia on Sunday. 

These have been hard times for Bag¬ 
gio, world player of the year in 
1993 and Italy’s hero ^ 

in the World Cup S * 

in 1994. U- 0 & /w 

Now an expen- \ * __ ^ >r ’ 

sive reserve at Milan \ iQljK. 
where he has lost his \ . 
place in the starting \ 

line-up to George.~ H 

Weah and Marco ''T 

Simone, “the divine 
ponytail’’ has been 
forced to kick his heels in frustration. 

But after coming on in the second half 
as substitute for Massimo Ambrosini he 
scored Milan's third goal with an impecca¬ 
ble free kick. 

‘That goal makes up for a lot of disap¬ 
pointment." said Baggio after the game 


which had begun with Milan fans display¬ 
ing banners of support for the former FIFA 
Player of the Year. 

Weah set Milan on their winning way 
scoring his side's opening two goals to 
bring his tally to seven goals in 
six games and his league tally 
i S \ to five: “What interests me at 
R \ the moment is that Milan 
A continues to pick up points 
SThIt ‘A ^ stay near the top. It’s 
n0 to me if I score 
goals and Milan loses," 
said Weah afterwards. 

Milan’s Uruguyan 
coach Oscar Washington Tab- 
arez expressed his satisfaction at a win 
which came despite the injury-enforced 
absences of important players such as 
Franco Baresi, Yugoslav Dejan Savicevic. 
Dutchman Edgar Davids and De me trio 
Albertini. 

"This win was very important because 
of the way the side reacted both to the 
problems posed by Perugia and by our 
emergency line-up." 


After only four matches, two familiar 
names are already out in from—European 
champions Juventus and Italian champions 
AC Milan. 

Both sides followed up on impressive 
midweek Champions League wins with 
Sunday triumphs which leave Juventus on 
top of the table with 10 points, one clear of 
AC Milan, with Lntemazionale a further 
point away in third. 

Even at this early stage of the season, 
the big two of Italian soccer look by far the 
most competitive and complete sides in 
Serie A. 

After Juventus had defeated Fiorentina 
1-0 at home on Sunday night, their coach 
Marcello Lippi was quick to play down the 
early season table standings, saying: “Even 
if it’s true that you never go top of the 
table by accident, we’ve still played only 
four games so far and that’s not enough to 
start making plans." 

“You’ve also got to bear in mind that all 
the big sides have yet to reach their best,” 


Gordon wins Tyson Holly 

Farms 400 


By Sandra McKee 

LA Times-Washiitgion Post 
News Sen'ice 

NORTH W1LKESBORO.— In a telling twist. Jeff Gordon, 
the driver who most represents the changing face of Winston 
Cup racing, won the last race scheduled at this tiny, five- 
eighths-mile speedway in the Carolina hills. 

A standing-room crowd of more than 40,000 jammed the 
North Wilkes boro Speedway to witness the running of the 
Tyson Holly Farms 400 and the end of an era after a half a 
century, as NASCAR moves its major-league series to new 
and bigger facilities in Texas and New Hampshire next 
season. 

“I'm tickled to win for a lot of reasons." said Gordon, after 
his Chevrolet beat Dale Earnhardt's to the finish line by 1.73 
seconds. 

“Junior Johnson, a lot of guys, started here and did so 
many great things here," said Gordon. “And, we're never 
going to see another Winston Cup race here again as far as 
we know. So if you didn’t do it today, if you didn't get your 
name in (he record book here today, there isn't any way to 
win at all the places, at all the tracks you want to in a career.” 

The victory is Gordon's third consecutive one. his fourth 
in five races, and he hasn't finished worse than second in his 
last six starts. 

This is also his 10th win of the season, the most since 
Earnhardt won 11 in 1987, and gives him a 110-point lead 
over his teammate Terry Labonte in the points race with just 



four races to go. 

“No lead is big enough or comfortable enough for me right 
now,” said Gordon, who led by 302 points after this race a 
year ago and wound up winning the title by just 34. 

Dale Jarrett, who finished third, is 182 points back in the 
championship race and Earnhardt is in fourth. 351 back. 

“I wanted to win this race.” said Earnhardt, who concludes 
his North Wilkesboro career with 32 top 10 finishes in 36 
races. “I punished the heck out of the tires trying to run Gor¬ 
don down. But you've got to be there at the end. We weren't 
and he was." ■ 


News update 


Compaq Armada sets 
saO 

• Compaq Computer has 
recently announced its latest 
range of multimedia note¬ 
books. called the 'Aramada'. 
These new systems incorporate 
the best of the Compaq LTE 
5000 range and add many 
features. 

By utilizing more compo¬ 
nents. yet retaining light¬ 
weight. the Compaq Armada is 
set to replace the Contura line. 

The Armada 4100 allows 
users to remove components 
and put them back in. to allow 
for flexibility variable weights. 
For more information on ,the 
Compaq Armada range, con¬ 


tact Ideal Tech at telephone 
688123. 

GFTEX 96: Bigger and 
better 

• This year, the Gulf Infor¬ 
mation Technology Exhibition 
(GITEX) ‘96, held in Dubai, 
promises to be bigger and bet¬ 
ter. with over 400 participating 
companies from twenty seven 
countries. GITEX is the biggest 
information technology show in 
the region, and is attended by 
all prominent industry compa¬ 
nies and personnel. 

The show will be held at the 
Dubai World Trade Center 
between 3 and 7 November. 
1996. 


Dying? Dead? In Limbo? 

The story of IBM OS/2 

WHATEVER HAPPENED to IBM’s much-publicized operat¬ 
ing system, OS/2? 

If you remember. OS/2 is the 32-bit operating system, 
which was expected to seriously challenge Windows NT and 
Windows 95. 

In fact. IBM and its mas¬ 
sive publicity machine had us 
believe that OS/2 would wjpe 
out Windows. For a while, 
with Microsoft lagging behind 
in the introduction of a 32-brt 
operating system for PCs. 

IBM’s OS/2— and later OS/2 
Warp—was expected to take 
the lead in a market hungry 
for 32-bit power and unable to 
receive a solution except the 
one offered by IBM. 

Still, the market works in 

strange ways and OS/2 never really caught on as expected. 
Today, Windows 95 and Windows NT rule the operating sys¬ 
tem jungle, as OS/2 fades away into non-existence. 

International Data Corporation flDC) published an interest¬ 
ing survey that estimated the number of OS/2 users worldwide 
at about 11 million, which pales in comparison to the 140 mil¬ 
lion users of Windows. 

Still. OS/2 is much more than a consumer product to IBM. 
it is a system that has been utilized by one third of the corai 
pany's largest clients, especially in the areas of banking and 
insurance. 

So, the question is the following: Is OS/2 dead, or is IBM 
just prolonging its life for now, as part of its eventual death? 

For now, the official statement from CBM is that the com¬ 
pany will continue to support it and plan to even release ver¬ 
sion 4 of OS/2 Warp. Still, some practical moves made by 
IBM could indicate otherwise though, as the company has 
halted development efforts of an OS/2 version for the Pow¬ 
erPC platform. This is even more bad news for the ailing Pow¬ 
erPC alliance, which is stuck with a Power Macintosh operat¬ 
ing system and stiil needs another mainstream platform. 

Also, what helped OS/2 hang on in the past two years was 
its ability to run Windows 3.1 applications. A major weakness 
point that haunts OS/2 now is its inability to run Windows 95 
or Windows NT applications. 

What does all of this mean to us in the Middle East? Well, 
for one thing. .Arab developers do not have Arabic OS/2 appli¬ 
cations on their schedules. Arabic Windows 95. launching this 
month, will see to it that every Arab software developer who 
wants to stay in business will have to stick to the Windows- 
platform. 

Arabic OS/2 Warp has been available for some time, but it 
never really caught on. IBM set up an Arabic research and 
development center in Cairo, which provided some magnifi¬ 
cent technological feats, such as IBM Arabic Voice dictation 
technology and other Arabization projects for OS/2. Still, a 
weak OS/2 user base in the Arab World has made these efforts 
’slightly’ unnoticed by the typical user. 

Accordingly, the choice for Arab computer users is quite 
simple: the Microsoft Windows family is the one to stick with. 

Although it’s not such a healthy sign that we don’t have 
another choice, it may be comforting to know that nobody else 
in the world has one either! Microsoft rules the PC platform, 
and the Intel-based PC will continue to be the defacto standard 
for, at least, many, many years to come. 

In a way. none of this battle going on behind the scenes 
between Microsoft and TBM is of interest to most users. What 
everybody wants is functionality in an operating system, and 
more power. If Microsoft. IBM or whoever can provide that; 
then so be iL ■ 


Maradona will no longer 
play in Argentina 


BUENOS AIRES. Argen¬ 
tina.—Soccer star Diego Mara¬ 
dona said Sunday that he 
almost certainly will no longer 
play in Argentina. Mar¬ 

adona returned Saturday from 
Europe, where he underwent 
medical treatment for his addic¬ 
tion to cocaine. 

"1 regret to say. but almost 
certainly I will no longer play 
soccer in Argentina." he said 
at a press conference. "My 
decision has been made in 
almost 60 percent.’’ 

Maradona, who will be 36 
on 30 October, confirmed 
that the Spanish team Rayo 
Vallecano was interested in 
him. but did not elaborate. 
His contract with the local 
Boca Juniors team is still in 
effect, but Maradona has not 
played since mid-Augusc. 

Maradona said he had 
“hired a battalion of law¬ 
yers," to respond to accusa¬ 
tions that he was responsible 
for an alleged switch of drug 
testing samples after a game 
between Boca Juniors and 
Deportivo Espanol last 
month. 

A federal judge is investi¬ 
gating* allegations that the 
test Was positive and that 
local soccer authorities 
changed it to protect 
Maradona. 

Maradona was scheduled 
to appear before the judge 
Monday. 

“1 had planned to remain 
in Europe but decided to 
return to Buenos Aires to see 
the faces of these cowards." 
Maradona said, referring to 
the accusations. 

The weekly magazine 
Noticias reported Sunday 
that Maradona may have suf¬ 
fered irreversible brain dam¬ 
age due to his cocaine addic¬ 
tion. affecting his soccer 
performance and his social 
behavior. 

On March 17, 1991. when 
he played for the Italian 
Napoli team, he tested posi¬ 
tive for cocaine after an Ital¬ 
ian League match against 
Bari. The Italian Soccer 
League suspended him for 
15 months on 6 April , 
1991. 

After returning to Buenos 
Aires. Maradona was 
arrested by the Argentine 


Federal police April 26, 1991. 
and charged with possession 
and distribution of drugs. 

After playing for the Spanish 
Seville club and for several 
Argentine teams, Maradona 
was chosen captain of the local 
national selection for the 1994 
World Soccer Cup. 

On 25 June, 1994, after 


Argentina beat Nigeria 2-1, he 
tested positive for ephedrine. a 
banned stimulant. On 24 Aug. 
the World Soccer Federation 
suspended Maradona for 15 
months, retroactive to June 30. 
When his suspension ended, 
Maradona signed with the Boca 
juniors. 

In late August, Maradona 


announced he would undergo 
treatment for his cocaine addic¬ 
tion in a Swiss clinic. Last 
year. Maradona volunteered to 
assist in the Argentine govern¬ 
ment’s 3nii-narcotics cam¬ 
paign, claiming his personal 
experience could be useful for 
young people tempted to use 
drugs. ■ 






























